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PsAL, IxxViii. ver. ^^-^59* 

Tht they tempted and provoked the mofi high 

God^ and hpt hot his tcftimonies: 
But turned bath and dealt unfaithfully like their 

fathers : they were turned afide like a deceit^ 

fulbew'. 
For they provokedhim to anger with their high 

plaixs ; and moved him tojealoufy n»ith their 

graven images. 
JVhen God heard thiSf he was wtotb ; and 

greatly abhorred Ifrael. 

WHAT influence ot ^^t^ the fort- 
going rhahifeftations of divine power 
tiftually had on the minds of the Canaflnifest 
f We are not expreflytold. From certain cir- 
Vol. IL B cumftanccs 



i SERMON xiir. 

Qumftances it fliould feem, that they had inr- 

deed but very little j if, perhaps, any at alL 

For it is particularly remarked, that •* there 

was not one city that made peace with the 

children of Ifrael, five the tiivitfes tht infia- 

bitants of Gibeon : all the reft they took in 

battle. For it was of the Lord,'* fays the 

text, *• to harden their hearts, that they 

ihould come againft ifrael inf battle^ that he 

might deftroy them utterly ^ v^ that is, in 

other wdrds— as they wc» a vile and obfti- 

fiately wicked race, that woiiM ncjt actept 

of the rerm» propofedy (3t)d tfarre£9Be; judi* 

cjdlly perta^kfed thohr >GfbfiiQacy to Operate 

and run^ its courfe j^to imbolden tnd urge 

fheiiir forwards^ notwithKlatzding the ^iracuv 

lous^warafings tifcey Iwd received, <« to%Ttt his 

people^ to their own de£lru£kio». 

Bist how Ikrfs^ll fo ever tlie effe^ tiiighk be, 
which thefe mighty wanders produced on 
the Capaanites ; yet certain it is, that tlij^y 
wrought moft powerfully on ^he childreft of 
Ifrael : and^ as appears from their condu^St 

* Jo(h«^xU 19, 20r 

on 
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dii t^e fuppofed defe^ion of fooie of theif 
bifethrepi, changed that propenfity, which 
they hf^.fyvm^rfy' (H9wU U>wU(h idolatry ^ 
into m u^ter dread and detef^atiom of it '• 

Ha^py would it.haye been> had they al^^ 
wayjs continued ia dais difpolition; which 
the law and ita fafii^ions had a peitniliar tent- 
dency tdi cultivate and icnaiiitain^ But their 
zeal gradually abated; and expired at length 
(at about twenty y^rs from : the 'death of 
J0(hua) ill a fhanobefjuU' ?ad alhiofi univerfal 

apoftdfy K The foiirce of theit apoftafy was 
derived from h€rice^*-»that they not only 
(pared the idolatfous nations^ whom thejr 
were commanded to deftroy ;4)iit, converfing 
with, and mingliug among them^ ferved 
« their idols, and learned their works ^." 

The ^rft palpable defeaibn broke out, ft 
feeras, in the ^ribe of Ephraim, and the 
houfe of Miaah • ; who crefted' for his dwh 



< * ^ . 



* Jofli. xxii. ii**-^!. 

k Judg.ii. iO-T-l^ . 

* Pfal. cvi. '34 — ^6* 
^ Judg* xrii* 1-^13. 
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4 SERMON Xllt 

ufe a kind of oratory or tabernacle; placed 
in it two iniages and teraphim ; and, having 
made an ephod and other habiliments, con^ 
fecrated cme of his fbns (till he pi*ocured a 
Lcvite) to officiate as prieft lii this hetefdge- 
jaeous fervice. I call it iMercgeneous^ becatife 
it evidently cioniifled of the Worfliip of God 
and the worlKip of i^ld^ united and blended 
together "« 

In a ihorC tifnae ^§ttti this ipecies of ido- 
latry was fully adopted^ as the whole ftimi- 
ture of the oratory was parried pfF, by the 
northern branch of the tribe of Dan. For 
^* they took , away the graven imager and 
the ephod, and tl>e teraphim^ and the molten 
image, which Micah had made, aqd iet 
them up in their own city j w^ere the Le- 
yite and his ions were prieftpf until the day 
of the captivity of the Land^j*' or, as it is 
tommpnly underftoodf and might orjgiBally 
have been written, " till the day of the cap* 

■ Vide Seidew, De Diis Syris. Syntag. L tJijfi 24 
• Judg. xviii* i4'^jo# 
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S EH M O N XIII.^ 5 

tivky of the Ark ' — '' till the time that God^ 
as the Pfalmift fpeaks, ^* forfook," in l\is 
anger, «* the tabernacle of Shiloh ; and de- 
livered his ftrength," his ark, " into capti* 
vity ; his glory into the enemy's hand \'' 

Nor were the other tribes lefs faulty in 
this relpeft, than thole we have already 
inetitiotKd. For " they alfo forfook the 
Lord God of their fathers, who had brought 
them out of the land of Egypt, and followed 
other gods ; the gods of the people that were 
round ^bout tliem. They ferved Baaliiu 
ai>d AAtaroth * ;" that is, the heavenly hcfi% 
and particularly the fun and mgoa ; whom 
they publicly adored with all the formalities 
of heathenilh rites. 

This bafe, Idolatrous worfhip naturally 
corrupted their moral principles; and led 

' Alt ancient Tranfiiribep migjht ^afily mtftake |\*ll>{n ^Qr 
V^Mfl, and fo ptxxiuce the prefent Reading ; which yet agrees 
neither with the fdlowiag verie, yiz« ver. 5 z— 'nor with the truth 
pf hifldiy. Se^ the Com^entgtqrs. 

^ Pf. Ixxviil. 6o» 6i« 

<^ jfudg, ii* u, T3, 

B 3 * them 
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t 

theni diT, efpecially as there trai then no 
power to contrdtil thcHl % into all tlie in* 
dulgences of luft an<li fenfuality j into the 
foul commifllon of the moft f[dgiti6us crittes, 
Of this we meet with a deplorable ihftance 
in the hiftory of the tribe of Senjamin ; who, 
dwelHt^g wi*h the JebufittJs, and adopting 
their inahnbiis, degenerated fo far^ and to fo 
vile a degree, as nearly to approach the cha-^ 
ra6ler of "Sodom K For they not ofily ruihedi 
prompted by the rage of brutal paffion, into 
the horrid crimes of adultery and murder j 
but afterwards, in their cooler hours, and 
feven iinder the weight of a fober remon- 
ftraiKe, had the affu ranee and effrontery to 
avow their deeds, and to ftand up in defence 
of their abbminati6hs\ Such wickednefs, 
it -is trues the other tribes were as forward 
to punifh, as this was refolute to defend. 
But the whole was apparently from the 
(Lord; that he /might avenge hiaifelf of 
their evil doings. • For fince both partieji 

* Judg. xvii. 6. xviii. %. xxi. 25, 
^ Ibid. xix. 22»— 24. 
■ Il;d. XX. 12—1^. 

Uad, 
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hadt in their &v?ral .ikgrjees, repeatedly 
trauigreiied the covenant of the Lord, and 
thereby iuoin^ his re(entmeat ; he there* 
/ore wi&iy and jadicialiy ordained, that they 
Aauld iK>w become miiitual fcourges to each 
ptfaer. A2)d as their fins !and tranigreffions 
^Kiere chiefly owing to their imixing and conp 
v.erfing with the heathen nations ; &> is it 
woxthy bur particular notice, that- the tribe 
4yS Jjiulah, whiqh firft exhibited a bad example 
in this way ^^ was expreffly commanded " to 
^o up lirft^"* and begin the attack upoa 
'Gibeah : in which attack it ieems to have 
Juftalued^ as it jnfUy deferved, a greater lo& 
ithan any other y. 

'^ Judah was the firil, who, doubting theproraifcs of God, 
failed in hi^ duty of expelling the Canaanites. For when *' the 
Lord W|i8 with Judah« and he had driven out the inhabitants of 
, the mountain, yet heprocetM not (fo the text fliould be rendered) 
to drive out the inhabitants of the valley, bocaufe they had 
chariots of iron!* J^^g* i« *9« Et fie, quod peccarunt, non po- 
tuerunt expellere, &c. fays, the Targum in locum. , But Barak, 
.fdyingon ^e divine yffiftance, afterwards overthrew the hod of 
Jabin, though it was fupported by no lefs than nine hundred cha* 
riots of ir<w, Judg. iv. 13— 16. 

y Judg.aK. 18—^1. 

B 4 But 
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But this chaftifement, however feverc-* 
for it nearly extirpated one tribe, and greatl/ 
weakened all the reft^r-was yet infufficient to 
reduce the Ifraelites to a feqfe of their duty, 
and of the allegiance they had vowed to God« 
For '^ they eeafed not from their evil doings, 
and from their ftubborn way*;" but obfti- 
nately perfifted both in their idolatrous and 
Vicious |ra£tices9 as if nothing had been 
done to reclaim them. Nay, they proceeded 
fo far, as not only to make a league with the 
Caiiaanites ; but, in open defiance of the 
4aw, to make likewife intermarriages with 
them: the confequence of which was, as it 
had been long foretold, that they were drawii 
^>Yay, not merely to worihip other gods in 
(:opJ9nj3:ipn with their pwn j but even tq- 
tally to iyeg\fi&;, totally to ^* forget the Lord 
their God, who hgd doQP fuph grejit thin^$ 
for them/' 

Hereupon then, " the anger of the Lord 
was kindled agaiuft his people ; infomuch 
that he abhorred his pwn inheritance. He 
jgaye them over into the hands of the heathen, 

* Judg. ii, 19, 
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who grievoufly opprefled them, and had 
them in fubjcftion «." Yet ncverthelcfst 
fuch was his goodpefs and loving kindnefst 
that, whenever they repented^ and returned 
to their duty, ** he regarded their aJHiftion V* 
and raiied vp judges to be their deliverers. 
But, on the other hand, fuch was their folly 
pnd amazing perverfenefs, that the Judge, 
who had delivered them, was no (boner dead, 
than they revolted* and lapiod again : and 
again experienced the fame calamities S So 
that the whole of this period was, in fad, 
pothin^ elie, but an alternate fucceffion of 
finning and repentance on the part of the 
people, and of fiivour and feverity on the 
part of God. But *< thefe di^erences of ad« 
mipiftration,*' fo wiftly adjufted to their 
chara^t^r apd cpndud, will evidently ap- 
pear, on due r(^fie<6):ion9 to be equally fubfer- 
yiept jto the purpoies of the main dellgn^?- 
to the fuppreflion of idolatry, and the ad-!> 
yancement of true religion, 

» PiaL cvi. 39*— 41 
*• lb* vcr, 43, 

What 
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What it really was, tbat occafioned fuch 
dcfcftioiis among the Ifraelites ; that prompted 
diem lb frequently to forfake their God, and 
tbh into the idolatrous cuftoms of the na- 
tions, it is no eafy matter to determine. But 
'Whether you foppofe, that they thought the 
fervice «f the true God z •ftrange, rigid, and 
•burdeoifome inftitution ; and were therefore, 
UBwilling to bear it * :— Or, that the temp- 
tations <jf the heathen worfliip (its pomp, 
iplendor, and amufetnent, fo agreeable to the 
corrupt inclinations of nature) operated upon 
rifiem ^vith foch enchanting force, as they 
•w^re not able to refift* :-— Qr, that the long- 
<:onfirmefl prejudice in favour of local deities, 
tend fheir fuperftitious reverence for the guar- 
dian gods of great and profperous nations, 
Jed £hem fo -embrace and adopt their rites, in 
vam •expeiSlation of being made happy by 
"them ^:^— Which ever of thefeyou fix upon 

^ SecBp. PATRicKVComrtient on Judg.ii. 12, 
« Sec Pyle's Prcf. to Paraphr. on the Old Teftament, 
-Vol, iv, 

' See Bp. Warburton's Div. Leg, vol. iv. Book v. § 1. 
p, 187, &c. 

5 as 
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4as the chief fource tof their idoktrics ; yoft 
^ill fiH<l, in the prefeirt: difpfenfation of Pro- 
vidence, a powerful corrective applied to 
rath. For, 

If the grandeur and proQ)errty of the Afp 
!fyrian empire allured them to adc^t the Ali 
fyriah deities, in hop6s -of being advanced^ 
t>y ^eir benevolence and favour, to the like 
tlegr^ of eminence and powers ivhat me* 
thod can you conceive hior« proper to con- 
vince them, that fuch deities could neither 
Wfriend nor fupport them, than this which 
^providence no>^ employed ?-^than his deli«» 
verittg thetfi up 'into the hand of Cu(han, 
4iing of Aflyria ; who enflaved and opprefied 
thetn for eight years together*? In the 
xourfe of which time they muft heeds per- 
ceive, that the gods they had chofen, were 
€o far from affording them relief or profit, that 
they were really the caufe of their thraldom 
and diftrefs. 

If their fuperftitious veneration for local 
'deities led them to worfhip the ^ods of Ca^ 

•f Judg. iii. 8, 

naan. 
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• * • • 

naan, for fear of fpm^ vengeance, which 

thefe gods, if negle^Sed, might infli£l upoa 

them ^ ; how clearly did the Alnjighty, by 

fecuring them, when obedient, from all car 

Jaraities ; and by afflifting them, when they 

deviated into fuch ftrange ftrvices, with 

every kind of evil ; how clearly, J. (ay, did 

he evince the futility of this notipn ? How 

manifeftly.did he (hew them by the(e pror 

ceedings, that there was nothing which they 

ought in feafon to dread, fo much as the 

vengeance of him alone, who had declared 

himfelf to be *< a jealous God?''— A God 

that would never (liiTer his honoyr to be 

transferred, with impunity; to another:, A 

God that could, and did ftir up the very 

.wor(hipers of the(e local deities, whom hi? 

people had fooli(hly adopted, to avenge the 

affronts, which they had repeatedly offcred^^ 

hy their bafe defccliops, to his divine ma-» 

jelly. ; 

If the fplendor and magnificence of the 

heathen wpr^hip, or the fepfqal ritea wi||:i^, 

^ Judg, vi. ip. z Kings xvii. 35, 38. 

which 
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which it was celebrated, allured thclfraelites 
to a iinful compliance ; how feiifible of their 
errour muft' they needs become, whenever 
they found, as they always did, that they 
-were debaled thereby in their nature as men ; 
and depreffed in their condition as members 
of the community? 

Andlaftly, if they deemed their ritual, 

r 

land thfe inftitution they were under, a hard, 
rigid' and burdenfome fervice ; how power- 
fully muft the punilhtaerits, that attended 
their apoftafy, ferve to corredl and reform, 
fuch opinions? For furely they could not 
but acknowledge, that it vjras far better, far 
eafier, and more comfortable, to worfliip the 
Lord in honour, affluence, and prolperity ; 
than to ferve and adore other gods, in op- 
preflion, affli^ton, anguilb, and diftrefs : — 
Affliftions that were always the more fevere, 
' as their revolts were more freq^uent, pre- 
fumptubus, and provoking. 

r 

Now, as thefe infliftions tended to rectify 

their wrong principles, and to call thenx off 

from their idolatrous pradic^s; fo did that 

^exuberlmce of mercy ^ which God exempit- 

*'^ ' fied 
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fied in' bis raadmefs f a relitere their gQiiferies^ 
kindly invite^ and warmly encourage them 
to amend their lives, ^nd 9gaf n embrace hi? 
worfhip and fqrviqe.. For <^ when he iaw 
their adverfity,'^ and , fpui^d thein ^ifpp/ed 
to return to their 4^ty, ** he heard th^it 
complaint," and redreffcd. their gr^vjmcesu 
No fooner did they fe^k the Lo^d^ but they 
experienced his kiiodoef^ in ^ ipeedy ^^ivct^ 
ance. And io pvery deliyerapc^ he wifely 
contrived,, riiat they/fliould clearly fee the 
power <>f his anPf^ai)^ be convince^ tq 
whom -they ow^d their fuccefs. He left 
them indeed, in mx)ft <;afes, fo little to do 
for ti^ci(3^^1v6s, thaf: tifiey^ould never attri- 
bute tbe. glory of t^e a£t to their, owp 
prow^fs ; but were alw^yp obliged tq ** a^rifj^ 
to hU nacqie the praife*' and the honour of 
what ha4 been (Jone» :.• 

Thvs, when they afle^ibkd i» a bq^y 9^ 
above thirty thoufand^ 5^pd purpofed to atf^c^ 
the Midiamtes; God>;who had determined 
to grawt theqfi {pccefs, yet refufed to employ 
fo lar^ a force, for fear of diminiibing his 
own glory, He therefore reduced them ^ 

thru 
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fhr€i' himdred meu^ to whom lie vonchiafed 
a complete victory ' : and vouchsafed it m 
(uch a manna^ as ^ made his power known 
among the heatheo^ and bls:wond«rs amdng 
air peopled" 

So likewife, when he commanded Barak 
with' ten thbufand inen to iail on the con- 
federate fi>rces of Jabin^; tliongli much 
ihight be owing to the ' vaiouir of the 
Ifraeiites, wh<^ dia&d and ilew them with a 
great (laughtev ; jjsa^ God tookcire to make 
it appear, that thd|f Hkrere indebted for the 
victory to his a^ftance.. He \^ifibly efpoii£bd 
their caufe ; and made the gentile gods the 
inftrument§ of his vengeance on thefc gentile 
idolaters. For '* the ftars'' and elements 
^« fbugkt agaiiaft :.Siiierah<"^-^*' the tempeA 
and haiMtones beat down part of his hoft ; 

* Judg. ▼«• 2— 7* 

* F&l. %cru 3. 

* Judg. iv, 14, &c. 

** Judg. V. 20, *i. Joseph* Aat. Jud^'llb, v. c, r. $ 4. 
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and the fwelliogs of Kiihon fw^t away 
mimbers of the fugitiveji ^ 

Such marvellous interpofitions^ fo ctkU 
cally exerted in favour of the Ifraelitesf and 
ib accurately adapted to the exigences 6f 
their condition, did nott)nl)r ferve ^^ to make ^ 
known unto the fons of men the. glorious 
majeftjr of the Lord», and the greatnefsof 
his excellency ;" but* alio to engage all the 
wife and confiderate among them, *^ to look 
up to, and place their confidence in, him*^ 
alone : as being well aflured, thjit " there 
was no other god, that could uphold and 
deliver after this fort ".*• 

<^ The likeint^pofition of divine power, ami difplayed for the 
fame end, viras afterwards vilible in that marvdtous ridoiy^ 
which JotTATKAK obtained oterthe Philiftbes atMichifiafli, 
I Sam. xiv, 6*23. As alio in that wonderful difcomfiture of 
the united forces of Moab and Amnion, which bafely invaded 
the hind of Judah, in the days of Jeholhaphat. 2 Chron. xx^ 
1— 24. To this head may be referred Ukewiie the tniiaeulous 
influx of water into the valley in the wildemefs of Edorti, for 
the fupport and refreihment of the confederate armies that werei 
going againfl Moab, &c. 2 Kings 1 1 . 16—20* 

* Dan* lit. 29* 

With 



Witii »4pQa to tbft aB&i9ClJBa^ Klr|:dUgbt M 

the i^\iift of pwioeukr jodgedt to lafiiuw 
them of fttcc^» or to onocMragci tbo» ia 
thetr y luterttkiDgs .; aod tfbicb liMirefore mt jr 
bo ioolwd upon Ai & aiDjr «^o4tiu eir di^ 
gr^wos fram tfao gcnefal difpeti&tion ; the 
pftipriftf of tbefe ttuft be ^icplaJAsd by 9 M 
M d6{>e]Mif upoo^ the g«iiiiis, totnper, and iicuft«r 
tioo of the peribWf for wii^9 ikke they wcf» 
fo performed. And if we view them tfarough 
thk mtMwfti they will appear lo be wi&ly 
sod p<er^ly »A^jfUd to fatisfy the jdout;rt$ of 
thoik ddponding conunauder^, .a»d to m^ 
£m» the ^euds for wfa:iieh thejr wm^ ciertedi. 
Jf ithi^ diiinc^d iSfideoo* for example^ 
tiionglit^ that '^ the Lord h^ fooGikea hii 
people;^* and> becaufe they were fuffered to 
be fb grievoufly oppreiTed^ doubted alaioft 
the truth of the miradfe5> that were faid to 
have been for wejrly ww)Ught ia their favpur^^ 
what furer iiga coi»Ld he wid) to he ihewn^ 
in proof that God was ftill among them, 
than that of his bringing ** fire from the 

> Judgi vi. tiy sj. 

Vol. IL C rodcr 



todk^V* 'Aii4-fiace lie abtriavv that miracles 
were noc c&i^A ; how^Mfyj muft he bei con- 
viDCed, that the: Lord coutd as eafily de- 
^roy-cbe Mtdiatiitee^as he had dicttoon* 
fumed the - amter i^s^ o£ his ikcrifice^-And 
laftijTf what ftronger aflbrance could he pof^ 
fibly obtam^ that God would be. with hifti^ 
and profper the enterprize he was goitig 
upon, than tliis gracious token of hisacc^p^ 
tance of him^? 

And if' Oideon'si affociates (who were^ 
probably, moft of them ikepherds;' and 
joined him, perhaps, at the time of (hear- 
ing) wanted to be confirnaed in -thai troth 
lOf his commiifion ; how gractouffy didthe 
Cord, by rendering "the* fleece, wet. c* 

:..1 Jtidg.yu^t. . . . 

'. The moft ancient and evident token of Ood^^ acce|)tance, 

was his confiiming the facrifice by. fire. Hence, where we 
•read, Gert. It. 4, that " God b^d r^^f unto Abel's offering ;** 
iTheomition (ays, m^n^i^fp* *^ he^rWit.** 1 See Gcn.xv* 17. 

l^ev. ix. 24. I Kings xviii. 38. i Chroi). xxi. 26. a Chjroo. 

vii. u See alfo Servius in iCn. xii^ ver. zoo* 
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^ry */* coadefcend to indulge their requeft ? 
And how fuitably was the proof adapted 
both to their capacities, and their profef- 
lion? 

Hence then it appears, that thele mani-- 
fold exertions of divine power; whether 
difplayed in fupport of particular judges, 
who were all, by the bye, ftrenuous re- 
formers ; or manifefted for the deliverance 
of the people in general, when duly fenfible 
of the heinoufnefs of their apoftafy, and pe- 
nitently dlfpofed to return to their God: 
hence, I fay, it appe?irs, that all thefe 
wonders, on whatever occafion at firft 
wrought, yet ultimately confpired, and with 
no fmall efficacy, to promote that great and 
gracious end, which was the conflant aim 
of divine government : I mean, the pre* 
fervation and< improvement of the true 
religion, in opposition to the reigning ido- 
latry. 

« • 

• Judg. VK 37— 40t That this miracle was chiefly intended 
for the fupport of his doubtful and timid people, is plain from 
the next chapter, ver. 3. 

C z But 
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But them is snocher etehc ftlU to bt con«« 
Catered % Vhich^ fki k elofeis this part 6f th6 
divine difp^Qtimi^ places iikewilfe the in^ 
tentioQ of it in a clearer and more obvious 
%hti In the libys of Eli, the people of 
Ifrael^ by the remiffnefs of diicipline, and 
the bad lixamples that were fet before 
them^ bccaiiie excdffively profligate and itn* 
pious. This txcefs Of wickednefs pro- 
voked the Almighty to deliver them up 
into the hands of the Philiftines; who, in 
a pitched battle^ not only overthrew them 
with a great (laughter ; but, to .complete 
their misfortune, took from them the ark of 

Now^ this « vent, if not counterbalanced^ 
mttft inevitably prove an unipeakable ^ri'- 
metit fo the catlfe of Teligion^ For the 
Ifraelite^ we tnay prefutne, would conti- 
nu^ly have deviated more and ihore fix^m 
the pure worfliip and fervice of God, whcA 
they faw he was departed from theni. And 
the Philiftines, however they might dread 

* I Sam. iv, 10, ri- 

him 



hirn before 9, yett vicwipg hifn po^ in thr 
conte|(pptih|f Ifgb^ of a vaiiq^iflie^ captivp 
(o thetr own ^eify, fnuil lofe ^It'ff^rther ver ^ 
mrmqn fo^ folin, |n Ih^* critical iitositii^n 
of t))iQg&» w|}pp ri)^ Jpwif^ p^oQoroy fepips 

Mi^ not rp%£cm^ki\y expert, th?^ (^od wpu)4 
fntcrppi^ ffii foine extrapr^jinai^? n^jit^i^r, as 
«ell to vindicate hi^ own aufhpfity, ^s tp 
n^e ri)e ark ?o hjg ^pfMripg pjeppjie i If i^ 
(u^eiy ns^tvn^ to eiLpe<S^ it: nojr are we |e^ 
f:Q Wlpl^ if? vftio. For, whei) the PhiliAioi^ 

• Wc read i Sam. it. 7, 8. *• AnJ the Philiilines were ' 
sffrauf; for they faii^ God is come inti> the camp. And they 
iW4» Wp pDto us : whQih?!) drliycr us firqm the baxtd of this 
^gh^ Oo4? TW* J^.thjC Gpd that fiDotc the ^y)iti^i)6-whh 
all the plagues tn the wildernel's.*' Such is the reading of our 
prefent Hebrew copies : but fordj f^is resKling cannot be true. 
jFw the Egyptians tmrr readied ** the. wiUemefs ;** ^nd Acre- 
fpup ormld jpot be fotitt^ with plagues'* /^^. Jhe ieck ti^ th|it 
the ^^brew tranfcribers l^ave been guilty of a grievous omiffic^ ; 
which is in part fapplted by the Arabic verfion^ but more folly 
Am by the Chaldfe< ]»rapbnii(>r*<2gi penruSt j^tfrptios in 
omni percttllone, et fs^Jiia feat mtra^ilia in deCerxo. Hence 
it is to be hoped, that fome Heb. MS. will be fonndat laft to ex- 
hibit the following fupplement— mH^l HtPj? TDj?^ 

C 3 Lad 



4ft S E R M O N Xm. 

had carried the ark to' Afhdod; and had 
placet} it» ^as a fignal monument of his 
viftory, bjf the image of their god Dagon ; 
behold, ,the next morning, they found their 
god, fallen from his pedeftal, and lying 
proftrate before the ark*. An evident token 
of his inferiority and fubjeftion ! But xevi- 
dent as it was, his deluded votaries were 
yet blind to it. The following day brought 
them, however, fqller evidence For when 
they faw him again in the fame pofturfe 
of humiliation, difmembered of his head 
and hands % they could no longer doubt, 
that his fall was owing to. the prevalence 
of that God, that prefided over the ark ; and 
whom Dagon had neithpr the policy to 
evade, nor the power to wi|!:hf^aiid. 

When the Lord had thus va»qui(hed 
him, if I may fb fpeak, in his per/on; h^ 
then proceeded to triumph oyer hipa likcr 

wife in his kingdom. Dagon was the god 

•■ ' ' ■. . ' • ■' ' 

• *. 1 Sam* Vi 2, 3. . 
, 7 2 Sam, V. 4, - . - ,* , 
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of hnfban^j'; and iiippofed to prefide' 
over the fruits of the earth : therefore the 
Almighty, t6 expdfe his.weakneis^ caufed 
a prodigidos nulnlier of mice td fpnog up, 
and ravage die fields; which, fedile area* 
tures.as they were^/jret,. maugre ail his 
divinity, . devoured, entirely, the: produce 
of the' ground — fparing neither com mnt 
plants*.. ' 

Seeing theie alarming wonders, the^ Phi-» 
Mines, perhaps, might : think'^ it haw par* 
ticularly advifable /to detain the ark,! as a 
means of engaging this fuperior deity; But 
Ood fooii convinced them> that he cbofe 
not to cefide among them« For bt' finote 
them .with fore and heavy :plagiies >.tiil the 
ark was difniiiled ; . ^id ihewed '' thcf con-» 
cern he had for its xetu^n, by reftraining 
the rage, and direftiii^. the-fteps. of thofe 

"^ Aayuf Qi In Siltf^ !• e* framentt pnefes* Phil. Byb. apii 

Evsiift. Pr»p. Evahg. Ubk ]• c» x« pi $6. 

* I Sam. ri.'5. Jossfh. J^i^t Jud. fib. yi. c. u § i* 

>^ I Sam. V. 6-»i2* Pial. bcxviii. 66. See alio Herodot. 

CUo, c, 105, 

C 4 unruly 
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■ 

it^ruljT kiiie thtt vtre fokoi to the car-i. 
riage5« 

The Philiftioes, btiog f^tiei oi) the de- 
parture of the f rk, vrere thoccmg^Iy (bniible 
of the hlod thit pha(|ift4 thooti : oor oqoM 
t^iCjy ^11 forget ip t fhort time the mightjr 
ppYi^.anci tnergy of it. JBqt when they* 
4id forget, ai|t| m^it mt^thAx afiavlt tipctk 
the Ifraelites ; they felt it again in a dt«ad«- 
fill ilor^ of tfaviidiBf ftnd lightening^ it- 
tended with fittpiifl; cMkcjiifiions of the Mfth, 
whichi itot only ^ifiaayed, btkt totally oirert* 
thltwth»okf/ 

Kf)r ^a& this mifiacle beeter fuiced^ to 
remind i^e FhiliftiDcs of tbtc iupn^macy of 
Jehovah ; %k^^ k was tt> oMfiiM the verjr 
ikpm tfi}th to hte bfvn people t who weci 
but kft rechittned Irom the idolatrous wor** 
ihip Df the h4Cl tif hrave)u Reclaimed how^ 
ever they were; and, after all their flue- 
tu at Ions, broiight a^ lengthi uitdix the wiie 
and vifnoious adfinmiftration of Samue!, to 

* 1 Sam. vi, lo — i^. 

^ 1 Sam. vii. lo. Joseph. Ant. Jud, libt vl. c. ii. § 2. 

2 ai«ttled 
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^ fettled courfe of piety and virtue. Aa 
^ffeft:, which, at the fame time that It 
Ihews the intention of this branch of di- 
yine goye|:nment ; demonftrates likewife the 
fuitablenefs and prqpriety of thole won« 
jdrous manifeftations, by which it was fup^ 
portpd and carried on. And hence we dif^ 
(CQver on the whole, as well the patience 
and long-fufiering, as the wisdom and 
power gf God. To whon^. for thefe, and 
for all other inftances of his marvellousf 
)cindnefs, be afcribed, as is mod due, all 
|ionour and glory, adoration and praife, both 
now, and for evermore. Amen. 
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^PSAL. Ixxviii. 70rr-72» 

. • • • 

He choft David his firvant, and] topk him 

from tlbe Jbeep-fdldsi 
From following the e^i great with yoi^g^ he 

brought him to feed Jacob his people j and 

Ifrael his inheritance. : . - 

So be fed them according to the integrity of 

his heart ; at^ guided them by the Jkilfulnefs 

of his hands ^ 

THE Ifraelites, under the vigqrous ad- 
miniflration of Samuel/ wpre brought 

at length, as we havp already feen, to a^ tq- 

< ' • * * • ' 
lerable notion of .the pi^e- eminence and fb- 

vereignty 



• •< 
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vereignty of the true God j to a tolerable 
fenfe of their obligations to hitn ; and Sn 
coniequence thereof, to a tolerable regula- 
rity of life and manners, This condu£t oa 
their part, maintained by the prophet^s clofe 
application, 4\fyof^xhe Almighty to be fa- 
vourable unto them ; and to blefs and prof- 
per them for a long iealbn. 

When Samuel was afterwards advanced 
in years, and grown unequal to the burden 
of his ofSoe; ht tpoioAnitlted the government 
of the Ifraelites to his ions. But theie fons 

^ « * 

HWf^hfe, elatcfll with posver, a«el tlie tfiaelites 

in general, debaviched-by prpiperity, tinhap- 

jpily forgbt t^iemfelves ; and fell into bafe 

and wic^^d prafti<!e^.. Hi^ fons became vain, 

unjuft, and luxuripvis^-; ®«d the people, un- 

*^o*dly, refraft^ry, and ambitious. \i^ ihe ar- 

*4iwr of their ambition^ eager of (htiting in 

princely grandeur, and of Iharjng the diftin- 

guifhed offices of ftate; the Jipads. of ihe 

^tribes, taking \imbrage at the un.warrantiJble 

conduit of his fons, tunjultuoufly aecofled 

'the' venerable prophet, ai)d arrogantly de- 

, « I SaiPf vili 3. Josi/h. Ant. Jud. 1, vifc. lii. § 2. 

mauded 
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iuited their humbUh Th«y tvi(«ed ti go^ 
vettitftedt d<^ atibth«l' form. Aiid nothiti^ 
ttould ttt^ «otiteM th<sm» but a nffH otve» 
« A King tmuft b« feldvet* th«*Hi, td ml6 liitl 

j\)dge thf^tt^i lik0 alltMhef tiationsV* 

This ia^ierft ddtnahd, founde<l tti ttaiity- 
<>n pi-kid kU^ ambitioti, and iidt <}ti any •6(Mi*> 
tjietti for th6 ftb!te» wa6 n6 ktfs difpteafing and 
d^tMUv^e^ to Odd; than it tvas to^hta upright 
litid 2dikMi^ prophet *. And to i)oth «ii the 
Iktiid a«c(Hmt: becattfe th6 eftablifhlkiient of 
a king after the mimtier of the iiMlons, tva& 
the 4«t(dfdt Mray to l6ad them agaid intothfc 
tuftoWis of the !»ation^ ; which . wduM lAve 

d&e|>ty afl^ed th« growth afnd Wel<<are <of 
the thie t«figioB. .. - 

Bittittibtetit as<k Was, God, however, wctt- 
plied Ivith 'tl«ir dierhtrtid *« ; iand, rtfenriwg 
iftttt %he •Oihtisf dirti^oh in his own 4iaiid&, 
appointed them a icing) who fiiould rate 
and govern them as his deputy. .. And here 



' I Sank, vitit j» 20> 
I Ib« vcr. 6) 7' 
^ Ih. Ter« 9, 23. 
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again^; as the prefervation of the oeconomy^ 
the great point in view^.manifeftly required^ 
that both king and people ihould.clqfely ad- 
here to their religion .and law ; and faith- 
fully ot)ey the commandments of God } Co 
he fkridAy enjoined them^ in a fpecial charge^ 
to •^ attend diligently to thefe things * :'• .and 
then (hewed -them by a miraculous ft^rm of 
•^ thunder and rain at the time, of wheat 
harveft V' that, whenever they of^nded, 
God had ftill a right to chaftife them ; ^nd 
would accordingly do it, as ofjpen as their 
.traplgreffions called for it, "If ye do 
wickedly, ye (hall certainly . be confuiQcd, 
bothye and your king ^.'* A plain intimation 
that they lyere to look upon their k|<ig in 
the light only of God's deputy — and as one 
.who was therefore bound, if he melant to 
preferve^ his dominion and power,; to con* 

du£i: himfelf with caution and . prudence, and 

» 

^9iSt conformably to the divine laws. 

* 1 Sam. xii, ^--if. 
^ lb. vcr. 17. 

* lb. vcr, a^. 

In 
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In the appointment of tfaeir firft lupg^ 
God feems to have regarded the notion thejr 
entertained of royal maje^y;. and to have 
made choice of him accordingly, after the 
Eaftem n^ode, beca^ie of the ilatielinei^ipf 
his form and appearance. For the Scrip^u^^p 
acquaints us, that *^ ^hen Saul flood among 
the people, he was higher than faqy of thenn 
frpna the fhoulders and upwardf/^^;** that is^ 
he watery tall, and;Of a mfyeflic ilature : 
the endowment that we find pripcipally ce- 
lebrated in all th^ Recounts of Eaflern ma^ 
narchs^ . , c 

But whatever external .accompll(hment$ 
he poflelled, his turn of mind .wa^ but ill 
adapted to the gf^^t purpofes for which he 
was raifed.. He.was.fo deeply .|»i:^Judiced 
in favour of the fpolicies of the neighbour*- 
ing nations, that ^e became^ in^ioufly cold 
and negligent .in the fypport and advance^ 
ment of the law oC God* .Thi$ isappareot 
from feveral inflances : — from his hafty con^ 

* X Sam. X. 23 .; .V •. • 

<^ See H£RoDOT«lib.vi. c. so, yf. Al&.^AHidLhlKl^. 
c. xxiii. and tiie CoronleDtatbrloo Che flaxje ^alh^uoidL' ' * 

tempt 
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ttmpt of the ptophet^s injtinftion, atid his 
prtyphatie trfdrpation of the prieft^s office*; 
froth his falfe compaffion to thofc finners^ 
the Am^leldtes, whomOod had commanded 
hltti to deftroy>t from his harbarotis <iatigh- 
tet id AhtmefctVs family, and aU the inha- 
bitants of Nob^, and frorri his burning that 
facrtd facerdotal city with fir e j as if he 
ineMit to ^iffolve at tme ftrokc the tchole 
Ijrftem tjf tftttb!i(hed;vi^ *«and t^ndet 
tJie labemaeltt,** ^s Jofephtis obfervesi ^^ dcf* 
titate both x>{ pricfts and prophets'/* In- 
fiances thefe, which clearly prove, that he 
fraid littie ot no regard to' the divine cottfti^ 
ttttion of hi« country; and, conftcjueiitly, 
Dnt no longer fit to be Itttrtrfted'with the 
^guarffianliip and goverament of rt*-^Ood 
ti i efefdtie depofedlilm: and raHcd up another 
in his fte^ of a ijuite tontrary charaiSler. 
^.Ht chofe David bis fcrvant^ atid todk him 
wwrfr from the Ihecp-folds :** took him, 

* I Sam. xUL 8— 14. ^ 

P Ib^ XT. 9« 

' « that 
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** that he might feed Jacob 'his people j and 
Ifrael his inheritance,'* He chofe hini, be- 
caufe he forefaw, that he was properly dif- 
pofed to become "his fervanti'* his tt-ue 
and faithful deputy : and he advanced him 
to this eminence, that he might (hew his 
fidelity in the vigorous lupport of the divine 
^difpeniation. Nor did David herein ever 
fail. In this refpeft he was certainly a 
" man after God's own heart ;" and how- 
ever faulty in other things, ** as touching 
the LAW blamelefs*.'* His zeal for the 
theocracy was invariably ftrong. And as he 
laboured earneftiy to promote the fervice o€ 
God, himfelf ; ib did he endeavour to infufe 
into his people the fame concern and affec* 
tion for it. « He fed,'* that is, taught " them'* 
the principles of religion, ** with a faithful 
and true heart ; and ruled,'* that is, guided 
** them** in the pradice of it, *< with all his 
(kill and power,^ 

Had they then, who have beea (b for* 
ward to revile the charadter of David, but 

• Phil, iii. 6. 

Vol. II. D duly 
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duly confidered the great end for which he 
was advanced ; and alfo obferved, with im- 
partial eyes, hovtr ftrenuoufly he laboured 
to promote that end ; they muft doubtlefs 
have acknowledged, that, in his public con- 
du£i:, he fully anfwered the divine appoint- 
ment ; perfeftly accomplifhed the divine 
intention j and juftly merited that glorious 
title, with ^hich the Scripture honours his 
memory. 

, He is called *' the man after God's own 
heart," becaufe he adted " according to that 
which was in his heart." Now, humanly 
fpeaking, what was uppermoft in God's 
heart, but the eftablifliment of his difpenfa* 
tion? And what could any man do more 
for the fupport and advancement of the di- 
vine difpenfation, than David is known to 
have done ? He fuppreffed idolatry through- 
out all the land: he eftabliftied the worftiip 
of God at Jerufalem : and to engage his 
people the more effectually in this worfhip, 
he continually improved both the order and 
magnificence of it, till he brought it to an 
amazing perfection. He likewife compofed 
. '' a Book 



S E R M O N XIV. 55 

a l^ook of Pfalms ; which, being publicly 
recited fir (I in th^ tabernacle, and then iii 
the temple, tended to exalt the religious fen- 
titxients and affedions of the people, at the 
fame time that they exprefled his own ; and 
thereby contributed in an eminent degree to 
the growth and advancement of folid piety. 
For, zsfomexifthefe Pfalms, by fetting forth 
the praifes and perfeftions of Jehovah, 
helped to infpire his afiembled wdrftiipers 
with higher notions of his glory arid great- 
nefs* ; and con fequently with a deeper fenfe 
of their dependance upon him** fo others 
again, by recalling, nature to its proper 
office, and direding the feveral parts of the 
univerfe to recognize and celebrate the God 
that made it*; ferved to. remind the fame 
worfliipers of the faith and allegiance they 
owed him : ferved to with-hold them from • 
perfidioufnefs and apoftafy; from running 
back into the ancient idolatries, and abuling 
the creation to the diflionour of the Creator; 

^ Pf. civ. cxlv, cxlvVu 
* Ibid. cxr. 
' Ibid, cxlviii. 

D 2 In 
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, In a word, David was a man of nc^le en- 
dowments and excellent diipolitions; all cal- 
culated for, confpiriug to, and bent upon,' 
that one great purpofe of promoting the 
knowledge and fervice of God; and, by 
means thereof, perpetuatmg the welfare and 
happinefs of, his people. Faults, we grant, 
he had a few ; the efFedls of which he fe- 
verely felt* But in the main tenour of his 
life, it muft ftill be confeffed, that whatever 
could be done, either by precept, example, 
threat, or encouragement, for the fuppref- 
fion of vice, and the propagation of true re- 
ligion — ^this he was zealoufly careful to per- 
form, and confcientioufly diligent to put in 
execution. 

He was lifcewiie cai-eful, that the iam* 
good principles fhould be inflilled into his 
fon ; and folicitous that he fliould a^ upon 
them. Accordingly, when he refigned the 
kingdom into his iiands, he exhorted him to 
fortitude and manly refolution in the go- 
vernment and regulation of it. And, well 
knowing that true religion was the grand 
fupport of true fortitude, as well as the 
. 2 fource 
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fourcc of national h^ppinefs, he folcnonly 
charged him^ wi^ his dying breath, to pay 
a flrldl and faithful obedience to all the laws 
and commands of God ; and to continue 
ftedfaft m his duty to him^. 

Solomon attended to his father*s advice ; 
and went on, for a time, in a manner per- 
feftly agreeable to it. He built a magni- 
ficent temple for the Lord ; and graced the 
fervice of it with all the embellifhments of 
folemn pomp and engaging fplendour: and 
thereby kept the people in willing obedience 
to the laws, as well as in a regular attend- 
ance on worfliip, of the great and true 
God. 

Now, if we ferioufly contemplate tliefe 
religious inftitutions, planned by David, 
and perfected by Solomon ; and confider, at, 
the fame time, how efFeftually they were 
adapted, by their natural agency, to carry 
on the difpenfation of Providence ; we (hall 
immediately perceive, that there was no 
need, during this period, of any miracles to 

y 1 Kings ii. I — 4* i Chron, xxviii. 9. 

D 3 fupport 
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fupport or advance it. Nor indeed do we 
read of any : unlefs you tl^nk proper to in- 
clude in that term, the wonderful accom- 
plifhments of thofe manifold promifes, that 
were gracioufly made and annexed to obe- 
dience. Of thefe, as we might well expeft, 
we meet with numerous and frequent in- 
ftances— rnot only in the amazing fuccefles 
which uninterruptedly attended the Ifraclitic 
arms ; and in the confequent extenfion of 
the kingdom to its prcdided boundaries*: 
but alfo in various other efteds, which fig- 
nally contributed, while the people placed 
their confidence in God, to their national 
fecurity and happinefs. 

B lit to feethefe wonders in their true 
light, and diicover their fuitablenefs to the 
t^nds propofed, we muft look back to their 
firft commencement; confider them in the 
order in which they arife ; and compare 
them with the circumftanccs to vvhjch they 
are related. Their commencement I fix at 
the Exode ; for then it was, that the 

* X Chron. ;tiv. 8-,-i7.?r-XYJii. Ir-iJ- I KJngs iv, 21-24. 

Jfraelites, 
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Ifraelites, being taken for a peculiar people, 
became eptitled to peculiar diftinftion. 

And here we are to obferve in the firft 
place, that when the Ifraeliteswere ready 
to depart from Egypt, as they had lived long 
in poverty and oppreffion, they were, doubt- 
lefs, but ill provided for their journey. What- 
ever nqigbt be their due, indigent was their 
Gondition. - They had neither clothes to put 
on, nor money to buy food. In this (itua- 
tion they evidently wanted a large fupply. 
And that fupply was gracioufly and provi- 
dentially adminiftered to them. For the 
Lord enjoined them ** to demand of the 
Egyptians** (in balance probably of their 
jufl rights) *' jewels of filver, and jewels of 
gold, and raiment. And he gave them fa- 
vour in the fight of the Egyptians ; fo that 
they readily granted them whatever they 
required*.** Thus they marched out, by the 
kind and fpecial influence of heaven, fuitably 
accommodated and amply fupplied. 

But notwithftanding the provifion, that 
was made for them in this refpe£l; yet, 

» Ezod. xi. 2, 5. xii. 35, 36. 

D 4 when 
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when they marched out, they marched, we 
'know, burdened anddefencelefsr— «' with their 
lumber on their backs ^, and nothing elfe but 
ftaves in their hands." They wanted there- 
fore the fecurity of weapons. For they were 
deftined to^travel through wild, difficult* and 
dangerous places ; and to work their way at 

» m 

laft into the pofleffion of a country, which 
could only be obtained by force of arms. 
But how were thefe.arms to be procured? , 
By what poffible expedient could human 
policy contrive to furnilh fo large a multi- 
tude p? and yet furnifhed, fomehow, they 
IBufl peeds be* But what hunian policy 
could not efFe£l, divine Providence eafily ac- 
compliflied. For when God overwhelmed 
the hoft of Pharaoh) his chariots and his 
horfemen in the Red Sea ; he c^ufed that 
fea, b^ doling behind uppn themS to drive 

their 

^ Exod. xii. 54r 

f^ About fix hundred thoufand m«n. Exod, xii. 37, 

^ The fea began to open for the Ifraelites, from the Arabian 

fhoi-e ; and bpgan to cloife again upon the Egyptians, from their 

(TiV?! (hoi e ; for in their return they are faid ** to flee againft it,** 

Ej^od, :^iy. 25, 27. By this mpan3 the wii^d and the current: 
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their bodies, together with their armour, 
full on the fhore where the Ifraelites flood. 
The Ifraelites ilripped theiDy and accoutred 
themfelves « ;— and were thus prepared (which 
is a {Iriking circumftance) to vanquifh Ca- 
naan with the arms of Egypt, 

Thefe marvellous inflances of divine fa« 
vour, difplayed towards them on their firfl: 
outfet, were excellently calculated to create 
in the Ifraelites (which was very needful) 
a pious hope and firm reliance on God in all 
future occurrences. 

And in the land of Canaan, (ingular oc- 
currences did frequently happen, arifing from 

drove them dirc6lly towards the Ifraelites, " who faw them dead 
upon the iea (hore :** ver. 30. that is, upon the Arabian ihore, 
where they then flood. A circumfhuice favourable to the 
Ifraelites on various accounts— ^not only as it fuppiied them with 
fufficient arms, and valuable fpoils ; but as it exhibited a proof 
to the nations on this fide the fea of the vengeance trkicli Go4 
had taken on the Egyptians for their oppofition to Ms people ; 
and then, as it ferved to llrike a terrour into all around ; and dif- 
pofe them the more readily to fubmit to their terms and propo- 
falsj or, if they refufed, to forewarn them of xhc dreadful con- 
fequences. 

* Joseph. Ant, Jud. lib. ii. c, xvi. § 6*. 

the 
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the fingular conflitution of their law ; which, 
without the immediate prote^lion of heaven, 
mufl necelfarily. have expofed them to heavy 

diftrefles. 

On their firft entrance into that land, 
they were commanded to renew the rite of 
circumcifion ; which gave them a title to the 
inheritance of the country, and freed them 
from the reproach of being any longer 
flaves^ But, notwithftanding the privileges it 
brought with it, how ftrangely impolitic 
muft it feem, how exceffively dangerous 
muft.it appear, in the eye of common pru- 
dence, to circumcife at once a whole 
army! — that is, to render them totally in- 
Capable of fighting, ait a time when their 
enemies were full in view, and might in- 
ftahtly fall upon them! Put h?re we fee, let 

^ Hue facit, (juod Deus populum, rccentem a clrcumoiionls 
vulnere, fie ^llceutus fit, (Jofh. v, g.) Hodie ahftuli opprohriujtt 
jT^gypti a vohis : hoc eil, " ritu illo vo5 in eivium meorum nu- 
nierum adopravi^ ingenuos et terra felicis hsredes declaravi, et 
omnia fer kus Agyptiacae (dedccorls et opprobrii veftri) fign» 
delevi et monamenta." Spencer deLeg. Hebr. lib. I. c. v. § 2. 
& § 5, Vide et Josephi Antiq. JuH. lib* v.c. 1. § 11. in textu et 
|ioti^. Ed. Havercamj^ 

human 
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human policy fay what it will, that piety is 
the ftrongeft guard, and obedience the bed 
lecurity. For now, in reward of their ready 
compliance, and alfo as an encouragement 
to farther confidence; God, who com* 
manded the rite to be performed — and furelj 
nothing lefs than the pofitive command of 
God could induce the general then to per- 
form it — defended them throughout, by his 
gracious proteftion, from all the misfortunes 
and dangers that might attend it. He kept 
the Canaanites ftill and quiet within their 
own walls, till fufch time as .his people were 
healed, and fufficiently able to attack them. 
But to proceed — 

When they had gained pofleflion of the 
promifed land, where their law was to ope- 
rate with its full force; they were ftridly 
enjoined by a particular precept in that law, 
to fufFer their ground to rejl uncultivated, at 
the return of twtry feventh year«: which was 
therefore called thtfabbatic year. Now this 
precept was not only contrary to the conj- 

% Lev. XXV. 2 — 5. 

mon 
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mqn rules of ruftic oeconomy ; but feems to- 
be alfo produdtive of many great and griev-- 
ous inconvenieucies. For if the Jews were 
forbidden to " fow their ground, or pruoe 
their vineyards tvtxyfeventh year ;" the con- 
fequence muft neceffarily be, that, unlefs 
they' were fupported in fome extraordinary 
manner, they would often be liable to num- 
berlefs hardftiips in thofc years, for want of 
bread, and other provifions^. But God, who 
gave them this Angular precept, and whofe 
chief aim in giving it was to preferve in their 
minds a conftant fenfe of their dependance 
on himfelf, promifed to reward their obfcr- 
vance of it with a double ' increafe the year 

pre- 

•> Lev, ;CXV. 20* 

* So I underftand, Lcvir. xxv. 21. "I will command my 
blefling upon you in the fixth year, and it (hall bring forth 
fruit for tbrei 3^ears— " i. e. for the end of the fixth, the ix}hok 
fcvcnth, and the beginning of the eighth ; which make ia all 
i'ujo years ; and for which a Joubk tnqreafe was fufficient. Mr* 
Whistom (In his Jolephus, vol. iv. p. 524^ &c. 8vq.) fup- 
pofes that fomething is wanting in the text, relative to ;hc' 
year of juhih ; and fays, that God here promifes, he would 
not only give the Jews a double crop on the oovrnvin Jixtb year. 
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preceding; by which the diftrefles, that 
might other wife happen, were entirely and 
feafonably prevented. And this promife 
never failed them, whilft they obferved the 
condition on which it depended. For v/hen 
they fufFered the land to enjoy the reft of 
the feventh year; " their barns,'* on the 
fixth, ** were filled with plenty ; and their 
prefles burft out with new wine^ But 
whenever they tranfgreffed in this point, 
whenever they profaned the fabbatic years, 

• 

to iupply food for tivo years ; for that Jixth year itlelf ; and 
for the foUoiiri^g ordmary Jmnt/^ or fabbatic year : but that 
^Ke would moreover give them a triple crop on fhe extraordinary 
fixth year, to fuj^ly food for three years : for that fixth year 
itfelf, and for the t^dM following years of reft» the fiMatic 
year, and the year of jubilee. Others however affirm, that the 
' year of jubilee never followed ^fiibbatic year ; but was always 
co-incident with it: which, if true, entirely overthrows Mr. 
Whiflon's interpretation; and fuperfedes the iieceffity of the 
correiStion he propofes. fi ut after all I muft needs confefs^ 
that I dill fufpedt th^re is fbme errour in the text. For *^ if 
they fowed the eighth year,** ver, ai^ they only wanted <* the in-* 
creafe of* t^K9 years; whence it (hould feem, that, by an 
early miftake, {J^^tJ^^ was inferted inllead of XUfVilh)* 
^ Prov. iii. 10. 

their 
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their affairs took iuflantly another turn'. 
Though they fowed their fields, and pruned 
their vineyards, yet the produce was, tQ 
fpeak in the language of the prophet Hag- 
gai, ^* as when one came to. an heap of 
twenty meafures, and behold there were but 
ten ; or, as when one came to the prefs-fat, 
for to draw out fifty veflels, and behold 
there were but twenty. For Go4 fmote 
them with blafting, and with mildew,, 
and with hail, in all the labours of their 
hands ™.'* 

Now thefe diftributlons of plenty and 
fcarcenefs, adjufted to the charafter and 
eondudl of the Jews, whilft they rewarded 
their obfervance, or puniftied their negle£t 
of this pfecept, plainly demonftrated that 
the precept itfelf was derived from God : 

1 Their ncglc6t of this law for feyenty Sabbatic years is reck- , 
oned among the chief ca^ie9 of their feventy years captivity In 
Babylon; when the land recovered the full refpite, of which they 
had deprived it before. Comp. Lev, xxvi.' 34, &c, with 
2 Chron. xzi 21. 

«■ Ch. ii, 16, 17. 

plainly 
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plainly demonftrated, that God prefided over 
their nation ; took particular cognizance of 
all their actions ; and would always recom- 
pence them as their works deferved. . And 
fo far, we fee, contributed to fupport and 
advance their religion. 

But the principal fupport of their religion 
and government was manifeftly derived from 
their fblemn feflivals ; which, at the fame 
time that they infpired them with gratitude 
to God, united them in friendfhip with each 
other, and compacted them firmly in one 
body. It was therefore of the highefl im* 
portance that thefe facred iblemnities fhould 
be regularly obferved. And hence we find, 
that " all the males from the age of twenty, 
were required to appear before the Lord 
three times a year"," to acknowledge his 
mercies, to rejoice In his favour, and to ofi^er 
up the tribute of thankfgiving to him. Now 
the Angularity of this law is not more re- 
markable, than the danger of obferving it 

^ £xod» xxlii. 1 7. Deut. xvi. 16. 

was 
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was obvious and alarming. For when the 
men were removed, at thefe dated periods, 
from all quarters to the center of the king- 
doiti, to what dreadful invadons were their 
borders expofcd ! and how eafily might their 
enemies ravage their country! But as he, 
who appointed thefe folemn allemblies, had 
promifed the Jews, that ** no man Hiould 
defire their land," when they went up to the 
celebration of them''; fb their conftant ex- 
perience could witnefs for him, that he never 
deferted them at fiich times; could witneii 
for him, that he impreffed the nations 
around with terrour ; and thereby preferred 
his people at eaie, and iecured their land 
from all moleftations. 

Such wonderful inftanccs of paternal rtr^ 
gard, exercifed towards them on all occa- 
fions, plainly Ihewed them, how much it 
was their intereft, as well as duty, to rely 
conftantly on God*s proteftion, rather than 
on their own ftrength. Whilft th^y depended 
upon it, they were always fafe ; but when- 
ever *^ they made flefli their arm, and in 

^ Exod. xxxivi 24. 

their 
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theit hearts departed from the Lord p,*' all 
their hopes continually failed them; and 
they were fure to fufFer and fmart for theit 
folly. Thus^ when David ill a fit of vanity, 
commanded the nutaber of his forces to be 
taken, which manifeftly implied j that he 
prided himfelf, and placed a degree of con- 
fidence in them j how foot! w^s his pride 
and arrogance checked! and how feverely 
was his folly punifhed ! a grievous peftilencc 
feized his people ; which, by fweeping away 
fevetity thotifand of them tdgether^^ cfFedu- 
ally taught him to rely no more on the mul* 
titude of his hoft } but to look up ftedfaftly 
for the future to that God, who is the Lord 
of hafts 1 to that God, ** unto whom alone 
power belongeth;" and who, with rcfpeSl 
to the Jews, always delighted ** td mako 
his ftrength appear perfect in their weak* 
liefs'/' To fdrget him therefore now iii 
their profpefity, and vaunt themfelves in 
their own abilities, was evidently a fin of an 

p Jer. xvii, ^. 

^ 2 Sam. xxiv. itt. 

' 2 Con xii, 94 

Vol. 1I« £ heinous 
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heinous nature, and defervedly called far 
this (ignal puniihment ; a pviniihment which' 
ihewed them, how frail and weak they really 
. were ; and how much it wa^ their wiiHomf 
in their beft cpodition, to rely on the favour 
and proteftion of God. 

And indeed, to give thenx their due, they 
, became fo wiie from henceforth, as to place 
\ a full and implicit confidence in their great 
and gracious protci^cr; and to pay him a 
willing, unfeigned obedience. They went 
' * pn improving in religion and virtue; arid 
were accordingly bleflfed with a proportionable 
increafe of wealth, happinefs, and honour. 
Thefe they enjoyed without interruption. 
•* For they had peace on all fides round 
about; and they dwelt fafely, every man 
under his vine, and under his fig-tree, from 
Dan even to Beerfheba '." The Canaanites 
became alfo tributaries to them, and eafed 
them of their fervile employments ; whereby 
they were all in a manner ennobled, being 
favoured with admiffion into the offices ,of 

« 

* I Kings iv. 25. - 

. . ftate 
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ftate \ They lived moreover in high efteerh 
with all fhe nations far and ncar^ who ho- 
noured them with large and tnagnificent pre- 
fents, and ftored their houfes with the choifift 
goods *. They carried on a very extenftvdr 
trade ; which brought into the kingdbm fudh 
immenfe riches* that " Solomon made (liver 
to be in Jerufakm, as ftbnes*i** that is, oi 
little value, becaufe of its abundance. Ntit 
did other things, perhaps, aSound there in 
lels profufion, •• For king Solornon exceeded! 
4ll the kings of the earth, for riches, anrf 
for wifdom ^ : and his fiibjedts, partakbg of 
this wiidom, and making themfelves emi-'' 
nently religious, w'ere now alfo, in conie-' 
4}uence, eminently happy* 

Their happinefs ftood always annexed to 
their obfervance of the law. And fince the 
law had now its perfcfl influence upon them ;' 
Slid was magnified in the abundance of chofe 

* I Kings IX. lO'^igt 

« Ibid. x.2j^ 

» Ibid. 2f, 

y Drid. 2 ji 

£ 2 good 
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good works^ which its precepts engaged them 
to difcharge ; their obedience was therefore 
attended with the aecomplifhment of its pro- 
mifes, in the full enjoyment of all temporal 
felicities. In fhort, whilft the inhabitants 
of Judea flrove to make it a land of holinefs, 
God took care to makq it likewife a land of 
plenty — ^the pride and glory of the whole 
earth. 

A plain demon ftratton this, of the divi- 
nity of the conftitution under which they^ 
lived. For who, but the Lord of the 
whole earth, could thus reward the piety 
of his fervants with all the bleflings that 
earth can beftow ?— But here let us remem- 
ber, that they were then his fervants; and 
were no longer blefled, than while they con- 
tinued fuchr For though we have now feei> 
to what a glorious height their ** righte- 
oufnefs exalted the nation * ;" yet the next 
' difcourfe will exhibit a clear and vvoful 
proof, how foon their " fin'* became not 
only the fhame and *« reproach," but alfo 

^ Prov. xiv,j4. 

the 
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the ruin *« of this very people.'* Equally 
gracious however will the Lord appear, both 
ill his judgments, and in his mercies.— 
To him therefore be afcribed, as is mofl 
due, all honour, glory, adoration, and praife, 
bojth now, and for ever-more. Amen^ 
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^osEA V. 5. 

The pride of Ifrael doth tejitfy to bis face : 
therefore /hall Ifrael and Ephraim fall in 
iheir iniquity : Judah alfo Jball fall with 
them. 

W' E have feen the Ifraelites, about the 
middle part of Solomon's reign, ad- 
vanced, in confequence of their piety and 
Vifttie, to an etainently glorious and happy 
f^ate: But this flate ^as, alas ! of no long 
cofitintiance. For their profperity foon de- 
baf^d their principles, and corrupted their 
morals to a ftrange degree. The king, in- 

£ 4 dulgihg 
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dulging his luftful inclinations, •* grew mad 
in his love of women/* Thefe foreign wo- 
men feduced his heart from the true God ; 
and attached him to the fervice of their falfc 
deities*. Hence idolatries of various kinds, 
together with the abominations attendant 
.upon them, fpread and prevailed over the 
whole land; and infeflied the mafs of tho 
people. 

As their wickednefs incrcafed, their hap* 
pinefs declined: infomuch that the king** 
dom, which had once been fb greatly ad- 
mired for the order and excellency of its 
governnient, gradually funk, through the 
vices of its inhabitants, into a' faftious, un- 
ileady, and tottering condition. 

Oxx the death of Solomon, ten of tbetribes 

« «^ 

revolte4 from his fon, and made Jerobpana 
their kmg^ The kingdorri, which Jero*'. 
hoan) obtained by rebellioi:(, he determined 
to eftablifti by appftaiy. And ;therefpre,, to 
prevent his people froni |;ping up to th^^ 
temple at Jerufalem, which liv§ht favour. 

^ I Kings, xu 4--8, _ ♦ ' , •" 

y |bid, xii. 29i 

xWxt 
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then union again with Judah*, he fet tip two 
golden calves, on the plan of worfliip he 
had learned in Egypt ^, to which they might 
facrifice in their own country. 

This bafe dcfeftion God was highly in- 
cenfed at. And to apprize Ifriel of tne effeft 
of his refehtment, he fent a prophet to Jero- 
boam, at the time he was engaged in the 
firft aft of innovation, and ftanding before 
his altar at Bethel ; who foretold them in 
the name of the Lord, that, " the days 
werfe coming oh, when the falfe priefts 
fliduld themfelves be flain ; and their bones 
burnt on that very altar." And this event, 
he afiured them, would as certainly come to 
pafs, as that ^< the altar ihould then break 
afunder, (which inftantly happened) and tljc 
aflies upon it be poured out*:'* Nor ihould 
it ever be in the power of any of their kings 
to prevent this calamity; but every hand, 
that endeavoured to oppoie it, fhould be en- 
feebled ^d deadened, as they now faw the 

4 

< I Kings xii. ^6, 17. 

^ See Patrick*! Comment on the place. 

f f Kinj^ »iii. I— jt 

band 
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hand of . Jeroboam^ fer hia attempt on, him^ 
who declared thefe tidings. 

This warning, confirmed, by fuch a 
complication of miracles, mufb have been 
futficieiM:, one woi>ld thinks to awaken 
the lir^eUtes ; and bring back that deluded. 
p^Qpk to the worihip and obedience of tlie. 
true God, But fb infatuated were they now 
grown^ that they .ftill perfifted \n their, 
former impieties; and erea proceeded to 
higher jprov.ocations. 

They haraffed Judah by continual wars ; 
and induftripufly employed every poflibde ad* 
vantage a^ainft them ^ The accefl^on of 
Abijah S; who was young and inexperieiKxd, 
afforded tliicm an opportunity too favourable 

' I Kings XV, 6, i6, 17. 

t Abijah (2 Chron. xiii. i.) is in 1 Kings xv. 1. kc. called 
Abij&it-<-whicb diiference* as the Jews wrote on rMUtT ^kHHrnn^^ 
may be eafily accounied for. The fpace b^t^ten t^tcmo fide»; 
of the fin^l J^, being filled up by the /iark ruled line, the ti^t- 
cribcr miildok it for a m^m rn» This is obferved, not (6 much 

fcrr the feke of the word in qireftion ; as for t^eT fa1c6 of many" 
other and more important ^variations which may be accounxed for 
on the fame principle. 

to 
L 
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to be overlooked ^ They colle<fted therc^ 
/ore a numerous armyj and malevolently 
marched againfl hiip, in confidence of being 
able to fubdue at once the tv^o tr I l^es^ and^ 
bring them entirely under thtir own pOwdr. 
Now had they profpered in this attem^tt 
their fuccefs would have been fatal to rtie? 
caui^ of religion ; asr it Would prdbably h^ve 
involved the whole land in o))e general 
apoilafy • God tljenjftjre, who few their ini- 
quitous deiign, was pleafed to defeat their 
fcheme ; and to grant Judah d perfe(3:ly mar- 
vellous and unpatalleled viftory^ For th^y 
flew in this qngagemeilt, /w huHired tbwfiui. 
qI* their enemies ; and took BetheU tbe feat* 
of their idolatry, among oth^r$ of theiir' 
ftrpngeft cities*, A flaughfer, which oot* 
only manifefted the fiercenefs and fevcrity of 
th9 divine difpleftfur^ ^ioH; tbiei^ tia idbfai^* 
trous tribes ; but alfo reduced their authcx'tt^) 
and power to a balance with the other two* 
Attd this balaricrc Was Aft^i-wards preferved all 
the while tolerably even, as well, by (he fuc* . 



* 2 Chron* xiii. 2— -20. 
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ceife^ which Judah, when obedient, enjoyed 5* 
as by the frequent calamities vtrhich befel 
Ilrael, on account of their repeated and 
enormous fins K For they never ceafcd, not- 
withftanding thefe feverc, though mepciftil 
inflictions, from their deteftablc impieties 
and wicked works. 

' But, impious as the kings of Ifracl had 
been, yet Ahab exceeded all his predeceflbrs. 
For to the idolatries of Jeroboam (whofe 
chief fault coftfifted iu worftiiping the true' 
God by a fooli(h rcprefentation of his own 
invention) this king fuperadded the worfhip* 
and fervice oi grange deities *. He adopted 
the ^5^ft of the Sidonjans and Tyrians ; fet 
V3f the worihip of Baalim and Aihtaroth % 
that ifi, ^f x}citfun^ moon;, and Jiars ; and la- 
boured- to reJteire that ancient idolatry, which 
the rifraelites had been raifed on purpoft tb 
deftnoy. ^ ' - : - * 

• .' . ' : 

;^ Theaccfilipn of tboie, out x>fdxe other tribes; whafeai^ 

tlie Lord, and came to Jerufalem, contributed likewife to the 

fsAne^^d*. Sec.'a Ghron.xi: i6, 17. — ^xv. 9, — xxx, :i, i8« 

^ I Kings^xvL 30, 33^ Jos9ph^ Am. Jud» 1. vHi. c« s^iii. § u 

' Whilft 
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Whilft he thus madly counteraded the 
fcheme of Providence, Elijah was fent to 
reprove his folly.. This zealous prophet, it 
Ihould feem, expoftulated the matter warmly 
with him : afked him on what principles he 
forfook the Lord ; and what benefits he ex- 
peded from his adopted deities? Is it in 
their power, fays he, to blefs and fertilize 
your country ? " Can the vanities of the 
Gentiles caufe rain ? or can the heavens give 
fhowers « r" To convince you that they can- 
not; ** as the Lord liveth, before whom I 
Hand," and whofe minifter I am, ** there 
(hall be neither dew nor rain thefe years, 
but according to my word "." 

When they had fufficieutly experienced the 
impotence and futility of their own deities; 
and had fufFered feverely by drought and 
famine forthe ipace ofthreeyezrs; Elijahcame 
to them with a promife of relief, provided they 
returned* to God and their duty. But a? he 
wiflied their reformation might be founded 
and eftabliflied on due convidion ; fo he de- 

"* Jcr. xiv. 2 2. 
^ I Kings, xviii. !• 

iir^d 
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fired Ahab to convene Ifrael, and all the 
priefls, at a particular place on mount Carmel. 
The people being accordingly aflembled, he 
agcofted them in the following terms : " How 
long will ye halt between two opinions? If 
Jehovah be God, follow him : but if Baal, 
then follow him^" " Now, that ye majr 
be fatisfied which of them is really God^ 
we*U put them both to the trial. You^ 
who are his prophets, maintain^ that Baal, 
the SUN, is the true God. The effence of 
the SUN IS fire I and fu rely, if he can dif- 
play himfelf in any thing, it muft be in 
that. \c that then the teftf' " the God 
that anfwereth hyfire^ let him be God p.** 

This was a rational method of decifion ; 
adequate and fliitable to the point in contro* 
verfy : and therefore' what the people could 
not but approve. The propofal being thus 
aflentcd to, the priefts of Baal prepared their 
lacrifice ; ** and called on the name of their 
god from morning even until noon— -nay 
until the evening : but there was no voice, 

** X Kinp xirliu f I. 
9 Ibid. ver. 24. 

nor 
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nor any that anfwered, nor any that re- 
garded ^.** 

Then Elijah^ having fo difpofcd and or- 
dered his facrificcy as to prevent all fufpicion 
of deceit % came up to the altar, which he 
had juft ereded, and prayed unto the Lor<l, 
that he would now, for the convidtion of 
this deluded people, manifeft himielf to be 
the only great and true Ood : which he had 
no iboner don6, but ** ^ijire fell down from 
heaven, and conivipnied the vidim, wood 
and ftones ; and dried up all the wuter in 
the trench. When the people faw it, they 
fell on their faces, and cried. out-*-Jehovah, 
he is the God ! Jehovah, he is the Ood < !'* 
And fo fully were they convinced of thi^ 
truth, that they inftantly feized the prophets 
of Baal; and, at the command of Elijah, 
•• put them all to death '." 

Now, 

^ I Kings xviii. 29, 

' Joseph. Ant. Jud. lib. viii. c. xiii, § 5. 

* i Kings xviii. ^8—40. 

' As the times of Elijah and Eliftia were particularly trouble- 
fomcand diftrefsful bdth to the prophets and people oif the Lord, 
IKC. mect^ with many more particular and detached miracle» 

under 
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Now, as this miracle had fo powerful ait 
cffeft on the condudl of the people j it is 
hardly to be fuppofed, that the king re- 

under their adminiflrationy than in any other iimilar period of 
the Old Tedlimeht* But thefe difUAdt and particular miradesi 
being founded on the particcdar occafipns of the timesi may eafil/ 
be explained from the nature of the circumilances under which 
they were exhibited. They were princip&lfy intended either^ 
for a proof of the prophet's mifiion, as When Biithtl ditrid^l 
Jordan* 2 Kings ii. iji 1^* Or-^fcM* the prophet'i fupport, 
fecurity, and prote6tion. x Kings xvii. Zf i6. xix, jj 8. 
2 Kings i. 9, z2. vi. i j, 24. Or^-^as an honourable tefU'^ 
mony of God's approbation of the prophet's character* 
2 Kings ii* 8, ii. xiii. 21. Or — for die relief, comfort, and 
encouragement of the faithful, x Kings xvii. 9, x6,, 244 
2 Kings ii. 19, 22. iv. i, 7. Ibid. 16, 17. Ibid. j2, 37. Ibid. 
40, 41. ibid. 42, 44. vi. 4, 7. 

Tbefe particular miracles, at the fame time that they an* 
fwered thefe particular purpofes, ferved alfo to demonftrate both 
the power and providence of God ; and confequently to fbiengthen 
the faith and confidence of his people :— *and fo far therefore con-^ 
fpired to promote the defign of the general diipenfation. This is 
siore efpecially obiervable of the two lail miracles, that refpe6^- 
ively concerned theic two eminent and zealous prophets : for the 
hope of imrnartality was ftrongly confinned by the afcent of 
Elijah into heaven; and the dodtrine of the rdurte^i&H by Eli- 
flia's bones raiiing up ad^d man to life— which being done pub- 
licly, was a farther confirmation of that private miracle of his 
ruling the fon of the good Shunammite. 2 Kings viii. i**-- 6« 
And the like had been done by Elijah, i Kings x?ii« 1 7, 23. 

tnaitied 
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tftdncd • altogetficr uriinfliieiiced by it. He 
continued,' it is true, tb a6t wickedly : but 
riot withf the Tathd bbffinady. His heart re- 
lented. For, wPten he heai'd his doom, « he 
hunibled hiriafclf f^and btgan tb beforry for 
the evili he had done. This repeiltance God 
was gfacibufly 'pleafed t6 ^ndbii rage by a 
rtarvellouis deliverande ribw vouchafed to 
him, and his people. 'Benhadad, the king of 
Syria, invaded Iff ael with a ISt-ge afmy ; and 
imperioufly thi'eaterted to deitiolilh their ca^ 
pital; and lay it it once level with the 
gi'ound. But "hts iftfolenc'e waS foori te- 
pfeflcd. For the Ldrd animated atid ftreiigth- 
ened the Ifraelites ; who, by makirig a fud- 
den attack on their enemies^ ptft therii all 
to flight { and obtained over then! i eoni- 
plet6 via Wy \ 

This vi£ioi*y Was gained itt fb exf raorcii-* 
nary a manner, that the Syrians themfelvesi 
cchild nc* biit aftftibe it to the power and 
agency orf the-God^of ffraef. But this God 
they fancied, according to the cbmmfon fa- 
perftitittti tif the times, to be on^ly a local 

." I Kiog^sx. to — a. 

Vol. Jl. F tvOxUry 
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tutelary deity — a. god of the hillsi but not 
of the vallies'' :*' and therefore determiued to 
try their fortune another year in a different 
and lower fituatioA. His omnipotence beinig 
thus difputed, God judged it ncceflary to 
Ihew them, on their own principles^ thai hid 
power was not confined to the mountains, 
but extended equally to the plains. With 
this view he. placed the Ifraelites in. the plain • 
of Aphek ; where they, fought the Syriafis 
again ; and^ though amazingly inferior in 
number y, overthrew them with a dreadful 
flaughter ; for an hundred thoufand; fell 
together in the field of battle. And of thofe 
ivbo fled into the city, twenty-feven thou- 
fand periflied in io (Grange and iingular a 
manner, as vifibly demonftrated,, that thQ 

' . • * 

hand of God was extended againft thein# and 
immediately concerned in th^r fall at>d de- 

ftrufltion^ - 

* • ■' ■ 

A fimilar deliverance, from tb? power ^qd 
oppreflion of the fa,me If icg, ; <vap:; ^%m\ 

^ I Kings XX. 33. ^ ..1 

y " The children of Ifrael were numb^ed, apd were,all prcfent, 

and pitched before them, like two little flocks of kids ; but the 

Syrians filled the country.'*: Ibad. v6r..i7, 

2 Ibiiver. 28—30. ■. "^ - 

vouch- 
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iftnichffafed theia itn Ithe neftt t^dgti^ by miRlhs 

Bbi;^ ndtwitMiltididg tbefe^ and m»fy 
otfaor fav<rarabl« iflte^po^dos^ ^ciif ^M 1^ • 
Waitia dictn at vdrioas times ; yeti fy degt* 
jtietate wierd thi Ifiraeiitei gWWtij that they 
pepretfely c^oAtinaed tbetr if)i^i(^s ^ifa^iGS^i 
aady ^rgetfiii ' of that ^ godcfiiefs ythkh 
ttwaldhayk led theih Vb ttpudtmo^i^* ifl<. 
dulged themfelves in itU ikinds cff W|ek«:d^ 
iiefs. ' Thi^ datnrared ^nd pitntQt i^d^ 
45K^ofed thsm to rrambe jl^f^ eakmitkS f^d*) 
th6de|Ht:edflt(OQs df the fword» |:(efti)eAd6t 1^ > 
famine; calamitie^^ «rhich fgrred, ^'#'eit ' 
to tQtrt&i as to pmitA)^ their iniquities. •' 

:Fot i£ they' vtrcrtt led to the Wdtftil^of ' 

idols in hopes of iecuriiig their help and ^ . 
vonr'*;: b6# dearly inaf) thdypefl^e^fb^ tHat 
** there was iwr help itt tb^tti/' • whsfl fhey i 

found themlblvcefi jdbouHng uiidcfr |b9 he^^ 
of the oppnrffor f Or^ if th^y lfrtgtfg«d ii> gfe^if - 
fetvice^ as they often didj froni a fond cdn- 
fceit, that the fertility of the eatth^ the iihi* 

•^ See i Chron. xxi^iiL 25; '...■■! 

F 2 brity 
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brity of the icaibnst and the profperity of 
human afiairs^ depended, on their benign in* 
flnence* ; how fdainly muft the faUhood of 
this perfuafiou appear^ when they experienced 
their idolatries to be conftantly attended 
with eSt&s direftly the rcverfe! For. we 
never read of their following idob, but we 
l^ewiie res^d of the heaven^s becoming dry^ 
the earth unfruitful, tiie feafons unhealthy, or 
th& ftate unfuccefsfiil \ 
j^ch was now the condition of Ifrael: a 
cpnditiQU, one would imagine^ fufficient to 
d^tex iiuy people from adopting and imitat- 
ing, tbeii: manners. But idolatry is contagi- 
ous. . And fo from lirael the contagion 
ipread ; and unhappily infeded the houfe of 

-.The kings, of the two tribes had hitherto, 
iuLvg^ieral, maintained a pious regard for 
Qo^t and d^itiful obedience to all his laws ; 
a^d had couieouently enjoyed, through his 

* See Jcr. xfivl, 17. Hof. ii. c, 12. 

^•Lcr. xnvu 14 — 20- Dcut* xi. 17.— xxviii. ^4, '2j. 
I Kings viii. 35. Jer. xUv. i ^ — 23. Euk* vi. 11*^x4. Mat- 
psor* Mor. Ncvoch. p. iii« c xxx. 

C good 
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good providence, great fuccefs, profperity, 
and happinefs — which was particularly the 
cafe of thofe pious princes, Afa and Jehoflia- 
phat*. But Jehoram, having married into 
the family of Ahab, fbon deferted the way 
of his fethers ; foon neglefted the worfhip 
and fervice of the true God ; and, at the in- 
ftigation of his wife, introduced into the 
kingdom foreign cuftoms, to the increafe 
and propagation of the mofl horrid impieties, 
and the utter ruin of the inftitutions of his 
country. For ** he made high places in the 
mountains of Judah ; and caufed the inha- 
bitants of Jerufalem to commit fornication;" 
that is, idolatry — " and compelled all Judah 
and Benjamin to" do the fame ^:'' which 
proved the fource of great and lafting mifery 
to himfelf, and of bitter afflidions to all his 
people. 

The next reign was equally wicked ; and 
was therefore involved in equal misfortunes. 

* 2 Chron. xiv, xvH, xix. xx. 
f 2 Chron. xxi, 1 1, 14, 1 j. 

V 

F 3 And 
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And henceforth sg^jn^ a^ bQth kings and 
pf opb went on, in fvtcceffioa^ for a feries of 
ye^rs, provoking the JLofd by their abomi- 
liable dpii^gs ; f(> vreriEi they punifhed with 
yayious forts of oppr^flive c^lanoities. ; and 
repd^i^ed pioportioniably wretched in con- 
ditipn, gsthey were vilp jjind p^rveife in their 

Some luc^d ipterval^, indeed^ of piety (hone 
©ut in Judab at pvticpkjr periods; which 
gave them foexe little refpite froin their fuf- 
^ripgi ; {^vM little tafte of peace a»d hap- 
pfflflfs; and retarded t,be progrefe of thit 
iim\ judg^rnpeli which bad often heejx de- 
|i.o»nc^ 3g4ijaft tbdir wickednefs- 

But the children of Ifrael were iocorrigi-: 

bly haritetied ; aid* notwiibflanding the re- 
peated adlQomtiQ»5 they received, and the 
repeated punilhments they fufFered> couW 

' if\%v%t he brought t)y any of thefe means to 
a proper dpgree, ojf pemtcnce or refieftion. 
They proceeded from the beginning, with- 
put intermiffion, in one impious courfe of 

If 1 Chroo. apLiy. ly 25— xzv. 14. 24, xxviii. 5. 8. 16. 21. 

apoftafy ; 
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a{3ofl;afy ; advancing continually, for two 
hundred and fixty years, from one ftage of 
wickedneis to another-r-from bad to worle-^ 
till they ** filled up at laft the meafure of 
their iniquities ;'* and made the land to groan 
with the burden of their fins. 

When '^^ they had left all the command- 
ments of the Lord,'* and gone thus '* into the 
ways of the heathen^;" God determined to 
drive thetp out, as he had driven the nations 
before them. He called up therefore the 
king of AiTyria, m who came to Samaria> 
and took it; and carried Ifrael away into 
Afiyria ; and placed them in Halah and in 
Habor by the river of Oozan, and in the 
cities of the Medes */* 

To be carried captive into any country, it, 
doubtlefs, a circumflance of deep diflrefs; 
but that tlie Ifraelites fhould be carried into 
this country, had iomething in it, that was 
peculiarly fore, •* It is well known, how 
they were firft in bondage in the land of 
Goihen, and the city Abaris, in Egypt ; and 

*» 2 Kings xvii. tj^ l6* 

* lb. Ten 5, 6. 

F 4 how 
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how they were conduftcd thence uito the 
land of Canaan ; which they enjoyed above 
feven hundred years. Upon their repeated 
rebellion and idolatry, they were now car- 
ried into a fecond bondage : and what is re- 
markable, many of them went to another 
land of Gofhen ; but not like that of old^ 
to another city Abaris or Habor; and in fuc- 
ceffion to the fame people, to whom their 
fathers had fucceeded in Egypt, even the 
Cufeans. Their captivity was attended with 
this cruel circumftancc, that they went now 
to a wild and uncultivated country: and 
had the tnortification to fee the people, who 
h^d quitted it, occupy the pleafant fields of 
Ifrael. For ** the king of Aflyria brought 
ift^n from Babylon, and from Cuthah, and 
from Ava, and from Hamath, and from 
Sepharvaim, and placed them in the cities 
of Samaria : and they poflefled Samaria, and 
dwelt in the cities thereof^." Here was 
(every additional circumftance, to aggravate 
their misfortune, and embitter their fervi-f 

^ 2 Kings xvii. 24. 

tude : 
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tude : to bring to their memory continually 
what they hard been, and what they now 
were : to point out vifibly the finger of God 
in the peculiar fufferings of fuch a reprobate 
people: and at the fame time to alarm the 
remaining tribes ; that they might take warn- 
ing at the fight of fuch particular judg- 
^mentSy and reeolie^ themfeives in good 
time »/• 

And at this time indeed, the two remain- 
ing tribes did thoroughly recolleft them- 
selves ;> and with diligence apply to the great 
and necellary work of reformation. The 
high places were removed ; the images were 
broken; the groves cut down; and every 
abomination cleared away. The temple of 
the Lord was opened and purified ; the public 
wQrfliip was reftored; and the fclemn 
feftivals were again celebrated °". In fhort, 
true religion revived in Jerufalem, and 
flourifhed throughout the land: And hap- 

* Bryant's Obfervations on the ancient Hift. of Egypt, p. 
• 2 Kings xviil, 4, &Cf 5 Chron* xxxL x — 4. 

pinefs. 
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pi<)^t the infeparablfi attendant of piety ^ 

jfipEttled upon every co»ditiou. Aai '♦ they 

;drew ,mgh ta God, fo God drew, nigh to 

: them 5" guarded and protefted th«m in all 

their enteipriws j ** and profpered them 

whitherfoever they went"/* 

.The proiperoys events they bad ex- 
periencedt which were vifible tokens of 
God's favourable prefence among th6m, em- 
.holdened them now to throw off the yoke 
.of the king of Aflyria. Thife king's father, 
on. a revolt made by the Ifraelites, had be- 
fore taken and deftroyed Samaria '^ and car-* 
ried away the inhabitants^ captive. The fon, 
who now governed Affyria^ thought like- 
wife^ on this occafion* to treat Jerufalem in 
the famq manner. Flufticd therefore with 
his former viftories, and breathing deftruc- 
tion againft the kingdom of Judah, he fent a 
xxtf)fkHDpprobrious meffage to Hezekiah and 
his fubjefta — charged with bold and bitter 
invedives, not only againft the Jews, bup 
even againft God. Read his own words : 

2 Kings xviii. 7. 

« This 



\ 
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^* Thisfdkh thegrrat king, the kingofAflyria : 
M^bat confidence h this wherditl ye truft ? 
If ye tpuft In God, and fay unto mc, the* 
Lard will deliver us : then I would aflc 
5^eu, hath any of the gods of the nations de- 
livered at all his land out of the hand of the 
king of Aflyria? Where are the gods of 
Hamatht »n4 of Arpad?— 4:he gods of Se* 
pharviaim, Henah^ aiKi Ivah i Have they Jde- 
Jivered Samaria out of mine hand? Who are 
they aoiong all the gods of the countries, 
that have delivered their country out of mine 
hand,' that the Lord fhould deliver Jenifalem 
put of mine hand * ?** 

Here, you fee, he brings down the great 
pod of Ifrael to the eontempiible level of the 
gods of the nations ; puts him to open de- 
fiaiKe y apd charges him with impoteiKe to 
liis face. This then was the time for the 
Lord to aiTert and vindicate bis hoocHxr ; to 
fhew forth the greatnefs of his majefty and 
power J. and to punifh the arrogance of this 

f ^ Kin^ xviii. 19,' 30, ^J-^JS* 

haughty 
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haughty king, i^^ho h4d thus vainly exalted 
himielf, and impioufly ^^ contended with his 
maker." Accordingly, the bold and blas- 
phemous tyrant had fcarce advanced to the 
holy city, but his forces were entirely de- 
ftroyedt *« For it came to pafs that night, 
that the angel of the Lord went out, and 
fmote in the camp of the Aflyrians an hun- 
dred fourfcqre and five thoufand men p/' An 

■•ft, • 

event, which rendered it manifeft to the na- 
tions, that Jehovah was a God ** mighty in 
power, and tremendous in judgment ^ :'* 
And which alfo ferved as a proof to the 
Jews, that their enemies would never prevail 
againft them, unlefs their iniquities (hould 
provoke, the Lord to with-hold his favour 
and proteaion from them. 

And foon, alas ! was he forced by their 
impieties to yield them up to the punifliments 

9 2 Kings xix. 3^. Some fuppofc this havock to have been 
made by 'Jl plague^ or perhaps by Ughtning^ or a^ry "Muid^ which 
blows Ibmetimes in rhofe parts* and is very deilrudive. See 
Sir I. Nswton's Chron. p. 282. Phideaux's Connect, p. I. 
b. I. p* 24. 

"^ 2 Chron. icxxii. 2^ Joseph. Ant. Jud. lib. x. c. i. § 4. 

they 
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* t f 

they' deft r*ed For in the ♦ fucceeding* reigns , ' 
regardlefs of the d6l iv'er ance how vbuchfafed ' 
them; they bafely and uhgratefoUy forfobk ^ 
the librd^r polluted his tetap*e by thcf intro- ^ 
duaion djiidels -/^raiv «^ Wto all thfe abomi- 
nation^ of 'the hewHefl^ ;*• ^and> 'ttotwith- * 
ftari^ip^the iendeavotfrs'of good Jofiahy and 
thte eai-nfeft afdmbnitious of holy prophets^ 6b- ^ 
ftkiately petfiftfed id thdir^ wicked way^; and 
even advaiiCed 'to afeSeteftable a degree of • 
profaiienfefs and iniquity, asevfer their brethren 
of the! hdufe of Ifracl ^wei^e known to have - 
been g<iift!y df. I ^ * «> 

-'When the 6flfence6 of Jiidah Vied- thus ^ 
with thij-tranrgreflions of Ifrael> then the ' 
Lord detertnJned in verigeahce « to ft retch over ' 
Jerufalem the line of Samaria ■ ;'* that is, to - 
overthrow the one, as he had overthrown the 
other i and tbconfume its inhabitants in like 
matiner-^fome of tHeth by' famine, others by 
the {Word ; and'to !d¥ive the reft into hard 
captivity. " ThfereFdre lie brought upon 
thera the king oF the Chaldees, who befieged 

' -2 Kings XXI. a— 9. 2 Chron, xxxlii. i-^. 
* jKingsxxi. 15. ; * ■ 

the 
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the city»** and drovcf t&ecd . by ^i^Aii^e ta 
wr«d>|8d;. ftraightei « Wlifo .th« . city was 
brolrenvip/lie lleuf. their yotiqg Akca with 
the ^t>r<J, in the h^ufe ojf tbek ^i^tt^iry ^ 
zn6( h^ Bd^ cjttmpft^on up^n- youpjs man o\f 
matde{i> ol4 :n)atl,.or hioi that ft^p^d for 
age; bid ^a^e tbcm all wto. his hand* Aa4 
all ,the.vj4g;bb df the bc#^. pf Gpdi grear 
and fnaall ; abd th^ tnesfiir^js x>f the honfe q( 
theLfQi-d ;\awd cherK^Uf^SiOf the.^iiig and 
his f^tln^s i ^11 (h^fe fa0 rbifopg^j^ tO:Baby<« 
loii^ And they fcHi^«t : thfi ; ho^fq. ©f QckI^ 
and brake down the wall of Jeipufal^tn^ and 
burn^ adl t^e palaces .th^r^f^f: with {fire ;. and 
deftioye^d all the* goo41y veffels thereof;; And 
thea>; |h^t aijc^ped ffftifi the fwordf carried be 
away to B^yloi? ; >^ere ^hey w^f ^ iCejpyairt§ 
to hji»/i»«<l hi^ iphs ^" . J .:. 

T\\}^^ *^ tlMi ;Lprd fjemoved Judab, as be 
had r^9U>yed Ifrael, out of bis figJ^jC ;*' ai^^ 
linec.fhey had bothj l^j^n gpilty of the jjinae 
crimen, j^tKid^ the^ |>^rta}&$r3 of the faroo 
pilAiihoicm:.*. And if _W5ej^pii^ei?jf:^lyjJwhat 
has been already faid, it muft doubtlefs appear^ 

t 2 Chron- xxxvi. 17-— 2Ch . .:./,. ; . - 

3 that 
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I r 

thatit/w<s not WittKiut fufficient danfe, that^ 
heexerfcifed- this gftat^ this lafth^j^ ffcvferity ' 
upoia'thewi,- - . - i \^ 

Boft there are ckhUt fedlifideratidtis, nti^ yfet 
patticuiilr ty meiYtiohet!^ -ivhich Te^vt 'f6 vhldi- * 
cate the prftceed'ingaf of ProviSente, m the* ' 
fame degtise that they aggravate the petveVft- * 
neft and obftinaty .6f the JdWs.; To this' 
purp^fe ch<a^ ' we are Farther lo '6bferve, • 

That their Galamities came 6n them by ' 

flaw acferattces'; and increafed iii'xveight, z^\ 

thdir fins, were multiplied— rii it they had* 

cowftawt^tvamihga 6f 'tht! fevet'al'jtidgfMl^iits * 

before cfeey came ; and eonl^ant exhbitationfe' . 

td amedd^ their Jives, as the only tneans 6f 

efcapingithem^— that they had the beftefi't di^ 

prophets to fet them right; \thofe mlflftHlf 

vvas fiiffported by appropriate 0lirj^<^l6s, yrid*^ 

wnoife denuhciatious were daily verified }xy 

repieated fM:)d wof^iieicperience-r^^th^t whtfn*: 

theyi defpifed^ tl;ke admonition^ of the pm- 

phets, arid hardehe.i then^felves againft th^r 

reproof? ;^ye%GQ4. would not f4ge£t>rheoa at 

once ; but fen- tbeln off into captivity by 

degrees ; each, kingdom at three different 

periods ; 



• ' 
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Periods'; in hopes that the tot^^m^t vfotAS 
take, waroing froifa whut waspafi: ;* ^ndavoidv 
by repentance, the fate of their brcthcen^ 
But when repentance Jbuiard no.pkce jacaong 
them ; when, f* the mpire they wer^ilHckeuy 
tb^ i^evolted the mor^ v" M a, wprd,.\vhen> 
all thefe diverfified methods of reformation 
could have no effe£t HpQi^ them; ie.wa» 
furely but fitting, that they, wh(> w«ir/rf coi>- 
tinue flaves to. thieir fins^ JhoulJ^ m cohfe- 
quence, be niade flaves to th^ir enenUes ; anJ 
J)p taught at laft by the rpileri^&they/elty to 
♦* know*]* thedifferfnpe.b?t\veen."tbeifefmO' 
of God, and the fervice of the kingdoms.of 
'Ae countries*," A differenc?, whiich wr^/^/ 
induce them; a diderepce indeeidy which i^rV/^ 

^ Vk^l xns ^^rriod .captire : . Judah was caitJcd ckptrvc^ 
^ ./by Tiglath-Pilcfer* 2 Kings J:^ by Ncbuchadnezxar, Daa* i . 
XV. 29. Years befox<e Chrifl, i, 6. Years before C^rift, . 

<;^40.* - '"'' '^•' ^"606: , ■ * 

JL^iJiy Shalftiatieftipy x Kings 2 r EyNebucbadnezzar, Efth . 11. 
xviu 6, YcarSrbefor/crChrifiji s, 6. Ezek. i; i» 2^ Years 

721, , Vcfore Chrift, 599. 

£^ By Efarhaddon/ Ezra iv. 3. By Nebuchadnezzar, 2 Kings 
1, ID. Yfeafs belbre Clirifti 'Sfxv, i* &c. Years before 
677. , , ', Chiift, 18% ' • 

> 2 Chron» xii. 8^ 

yiduce 
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induce them, ** to turn agaia to the Lord 
their God/' 'For at lafl: they confidered, 
that when they ferved him, '' it was then 
much better with them than now — '* that 
fcheir fornier condition was infinitely prefer- 
able to that which was their lot at prefent. 
Now, whilfl: the Jew^. were learning in 
their captivity this falutary lelTonj divine 
JProvideiice was gracidufly eniployed in cor- 
refting the various Tuperftitions of the Cu- 
feans ; and leadiilff thern to a truei" notion of 
things. When thefe mixed people intro- 
duced info Sailiiarid the feverai deities df their 
own countriesi aha worfliiped them accord- 
ing to their own manher"^; the Lord, Jealous 
bf his hohoiir, aiid concerned to maintain 
the fanftity of his land, Was highly pirovoked 
at fuch prophanation ; and feint atiiodg them 
a numbei: of lions, by which they were 
grievoufly haraflcd and deftroyedy. Why 
h^ made choice of theic animals to atlrtoy 
them, niay not, perhaps, be accoUntefd for 
with . any degree of certainty or precifioni 
But, if we fuppofe, as we have fbme reafon 

s 

y i Kingsxvii. 25, 26. 

Vol. II, G to 
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to fuppofe, that Arioch or Ariel, that is, the 
Lion-god, . was their chief and general 
deity * ; then the fending lions among theniy 
was a kind of judgment, the mpft appro- 
priate that we can well conceive : as it fervcd 
to convince them in the moft affeaing man- 
ner, that " wherewithal ainanfinneth, by the 
feme alfo fliall he be punillicd." But what- 
ever might be the reafbn, for which the* 
punilhment wa$ particialarly inftifted m thi& 
form ; yet certam it is, that it produced upon 
them its defired effeft. For it bwrought themr 
to the acknowledgement of the true God ; 
ahd to a refpedful compliance with his laws 
and worfliip. And though they continued,^ 
for a time, to join their own gods with the 
Lord God of Ifrael ; yet did they g,radually 

* The pnncijj^al deity of the Annans was "A^ ot Mars (See 
HvDE de Rel. vet. Perf. cap. ii. p^ 62.) whofe fymbol was zlion, 
JosEPHUs fay», Ant. Jud.lib. ix. c. xiv. § 5. — ^xii..c. v. § 5,) that 
Ajfe Cufeans weredclboyed by flaguesy and not hyUons^ How 
he caide by this reading I cannot conceive ; unlefs he tranilated 

the Hcb. HN by "Afnf, whiph he found to be fbmetimcs u(ed in 

• 

a fenfe equivalent to Aoif4o$, peftis or plague — and t-hen adopted 
riiis word as the mofl ctmimon, and beft underflood. Though, 
. m truthf t fitipei5i k proceeded from a^worfe cau(e. 

f© 
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to advartce in kndwledgCj atnd ultimately fo 
improve in piety, as to forfake all their falfe 
deities, and confine theriifelves to the worfliip 
of the I^ord : — and to the worfliip of Him 
only •. 

Now to God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Holy Ghbft^ be afcf ibed, as is 
ftioft due, ail honour, glory, adoration, and 
praife^ both now, and for ever-more. Amen. 

^ )See PAt£|oi£'i Comnieacaiy cm 2 Kings stit. 4U 
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JfiJt. anciv. 5— -7. 

fiftw 721//A the Lord the God <f IfraeiT-I will 
4icknowledge tbem^ that are carried away 
xaptive (^ Jud^h^ whom Ihavefent out of 
ibis place into the land of the Chaldeans for 
their good. 

For I will fet mine eyes upon them for good; 

and I will iring them again to ihis land^ 

« 

aud I will iuild them^ and not putt them 

down; and I will plant them y and not pluck 

ihem up. 

And I will give them an heart to know me^ 

ilmt I am the Lord: and they fiall be 

G ^ my 
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my people^ and I will be their God; for 
they Jh all return unto me with their whole 
heart. 

IT is natural to infer from the perfefUons 
of. the Deity^ th^( al^ his ^ifpe^i^atipu^ 
of every kind, even thofe which (feem the 
moft fevere, are founded in mercy, and cal- 
culated for the benefit of mankind. Among 
thole of the (everer fort, the captivity of the 
Jews ftand§ nearly in the foremoft ranj^. 
And yet this difpeniatiiQiO, however diftrefs- 
ful, the text aflures us, was deiigned, ^* for 
t?heir gOQ^ J^ forties OOW^^ioij of thoir hafc 
I^QUfry^nc^ wieto4n«fs J »!id for their lUtyre 
l[pprov^W>^f»t itl pw!Cyva|i4 virtue, Ar)«J inr 
4^4 \i W5'^^ly cpafidei its ©fitiiral iaflur 

pnce and moral tendency, wa ihaE find 

it a<3#'pt9^,i \!eitl> exqyirito propriety, td pro^ 
iij^Qtp ;hi^ .Ipep^licpat apd graiciau^ ^^L . 

, Th? Jivkvqja J?w*0> nation, hoth^ Judah 

and ftrange a propenfion to idolatry, that.fche 
fiawer <^fp«n(i^Uw^, wit-H aU their ofRcacy^ 
f 9iU(^ ne^tUer ?QHife(?c i^lf. abate \t. Now, if 

this 
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this propenfitjr was either excited or con- 
firmed by that high opinion, which they 
always entertained of the deities of conquer- 
ing nations, and particularly thofe of the 
Aflyrians; then their captivity under that 
nation muft neceiTarily contribute to open 
their eyes ; and to point out the extreme folly 
of placii^g their dependance on fuch dei- 
ties. 

If they prided tbemfdves in their high 
privileges; if they imagined^ as they cer- 
tainly did, that, being the peculiar people 
of God, and inhabiting ^the city which he 
had naade choice of for his peculiar reddened, 
they muft needs in confequence, let their 
moral chara^er ftand as it would, be always 
fecure of his favour an^ protedtion^; how 
fully muft they be convinced of the empti- 
nefs of this fophiftry, when they found their 
temple and city deftroyed ; and themfelves 
caft out into a heathen land; not only 
ftripped of all their honours, but rendered 
objeds of contempt and reproach! 

^ S^c Jer. vii. 4, 14. Mic- iii. 1 1. 

G 4 When 
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When the grand foundation of their pride 
and confidence was thus clearly removed 
away, they began to '* think more I'pberly 
of themfelves :" and beheld their coudu£l in 
a different light, from that, in which they 
had feen it befpre, through the medium of 
their former prejudices. For now in theiv 
captive, difcpnfolate ftate, they had fufficicut 
leifure to '' think on their ways.'^ And the 
calamities they fufFered in that ftate, would 
naturally difpofe.them to refledl with cpn- 
cern on that long feries of iniquity and per-r 
yerfenefs, which had brought them under 
the preflure of this heavy judgment. Now 
** their own wickednefs corrected them, and 
their backflidings reproved them ; now they 
muft needs know and fee, that it was an evil 
thing, and bitter, that they hadforfaken the 
Lord their God ; and that his fear had not been 
in them "^." And how amazingly myft the 
bitternefs of this affliflion be increafed, when 
they confidered, that it was owing to. their 
own obftinafcy ! that their prophets had fre- 
quently vvarned them of it, and ftrenuoufly 

■» Jer. ii. 19, 

urged 
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prged them to guard agaipft it ! Thefe re- 
pionftrances, however neglefted and defpifed 
before, were not now without their efFeft. 
For in thp land of fheir captivity, all that 
the prophets had formerly urged agiainft 
their profane and deteftable pra6lices, revived 
afrefh in their min4s,, and founded again in 
their ears } and their prefent abjeft, wretched 
ponditiop (thp pr^dided confequence of fuch 

pradlices^ fupk them deep into their hearts. 

if 

And hence muft arife an utter deteiration of 
thofe fhameful idplatries and their concomi* 
pant vices, which \hcy well knew was the 
caufe of their fufferings. 

Knowing then the caufe of their fuffer- 
ings, they had nothing to do, but to quit 
their idolatrljss; and endeavour to regain the 
favour of him, who alone was able to relieve 
their diftrefles. But his favour they were 
fenfible could i^nly be regained by making 
him their fole God ; and conducing their 
lives according to the tenour of that Law, 
which he had anciently given them. Upon 
thefe confiderations then, it leems, they re- 
pented 
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pen ted themlelves ; returned to the Lord;/ 
and vowed obedience to all his commands. 
To guide and encourage them in the per- 
formance of their vows, God continued his 
prophets among them ; and authorized them 
to declare, that, if they carefully avoided 
the manifold abominations, which they faw 
praftifed in the land of their captivity ; and 
kept thcmfelves faithful and fteady in the 
fervice of their God ; he would then become 
** a fanftuary to them*' in the place they 
were in ; and, at length, " bring them 
back to the land of Ifrael";'* where they 
ihould flouriih again in peace and righteouf- 
nefs, as in former times. ' And this furely 
was a motive of no fmall efficacy to preferve 
them fixed and attentive to their duty. For, 
as the hardships they felt continually pronjpt- 
ed them to wifh for the return of thofe former • 
days, wherein they lived in eafe and prof- 
perity ; fo the coilditions on which that re- 
turn depended, muft neceffarily keep their 
thoughts awake, and their endeavours bent 
on the accoijtiplifhment of them. 

" £zek. xi. i6, 17. 

If 
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If fth^y ware tempted at any time to fall 
off from their allegiance to <5od ; if they 
were threatened with danger, in cafe they 
l^fufed to join the idolatrous worfhip of the 
nations ; yet, they could fK)t but perceive^ 
that it was as much their intereft, as it was 
their duty, to refiil unto the end ; and hold 
faft their confidence without wavering. 

They had early evidence before them, that 
f^ God was ftill faithful'* to his promifes, 
f^ and would not fufi^er them to be tempted 
labavie that they were able ; but would with 
the temptation or danger, ^^ either make a 
way'* for them «* to efcjpe,** or endow them 
with ftrength fufficient «« to bear it »." For 
f he miraculous deliverance of the three con- 
feflbr^ frqm the fiery furnace', was pot only 
g proof of God*s attention to his faithful 
fervants ; but alfo a pledge that he would 
tV5ver for fake them, iu the trials they fuf- 
fered on his account. 

And iince the iiiftant terrours of perfe- 
cutioR and death were moft likely to over- 

ff I Gor. X. 1 5. • 
P Dan. iii. i6r-i8. 

7 come 
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come the weaknefs of nature, and .betray 
them into finful compliance ; God therefore, 
in compaffion to their infirmities, and for 
the confirmation of their faith, vouchfafed 
them a fecond inftance of his regard, in^ 
the wonderful proteiStion of the; prophet 
Daiaiel from the rage and power of th€ 
lions''. 

Now all thefe feafonable and marvellous 
f^xertions manifeftly contributed, not only to 
fix the Jews in a more fteady dependance on 
Qod and hi^ providence ; but alfo to roufe 
and awaken the Gentiles into a lively fenfe 
of his majefty and pp^er ^ This fenfe of 
his greatnefs naturally excited in their minds 
ibme degree of veneratioo for him ; and per- 
haps difpofed them to perjpit his people to 
worfliip him in their own way, with lefs 
raoleftatipn, and without reproach. Nay, 
perhaps, they. happily obtained, by the me* 
diation of Daniel, fome farther indulgences, 
For when he advifed Nebuchadnezzar, at 
the. clofe of the interpretation of one of hh 

^ Dan. vi. i8 — 23. 

' Ibid. ill. 29. IV. ^y. vi. 26, 27. 

dreams, 
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dreaixis, to " break ofF his fins by righteouf- 
nefs,'* as a means of " lengthening hjs tran- 
quillity ;*' he adds, *' and thine iniquities by 
(hewing mercy to the poor':" not to the 
' poor of his own people, as it is commonly 
underftood; but to the emphatically pooc 
and afflicted Jews. And if we confidcr the 
regard, which he conftantly paid to his 
faithful counfeUor; it is not improbable, 
that he toc^ his advice ; at lead when he 
came to his right mind; and granted them 
the favour of a free toleration: which miift 
tend of courfe to promote their religiqn. 

But the caufe of religion was . farther 
ftrengthened, at this period, by many other 
concurring incidents: and mpre particularly, 
by thofe remarkable judgments, which the 
prophets foretold fhould befal, and which 
God accordingly inflifted upon, the kings 
of Babylon and other countries, who arro- 
gantly exalted themfelves againft him, and 
impioufly defpiiSbd his falutary admonitions. 
** For if God did not fpare** thefe ftubborn, 

• Dan, iv. 27. Chald. y^Jf Comp. Pfal. xxxr. io.^lxxiv.^ 

refra^ory ' 
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rcfraflory Gentilds^ << that fiiulod i but cfliil 
them down" ignobly fP0m their thrttidsl 
the Jews, who ware peculiarly bound ta 
obey him, could not bUt'conclud$i that hflf 
would make a nioft dreadful example of them^ 
if they ihould Aill be £a bafe m to ^^ live un*- 
godly/* And this conclufion muft now 
{land the more confirmed^ tnufl operate 00 
their minds with more force, when they re-^ 
coUedcd the fate of theit brethreh in Egypt 5 
whO) by rejeding the counfel of the prpphet 
Jeremiah, and obftiiiately perfifting in the 
idolatries of that nation^ miferably perifhed 
in the fall thereof ^ 

And fince they well knew, that the king-' 
dom^ which themfelves w^re then fuL^efl- 
to, was likewlle to ubdergd great revOlu* 
tions ; it behoved them to attend the more 
flri£tly to their Condu£Vt left their vicea^ 
ihould involve them in iti approtchiing ta^ 
lamitles. Repentance and obedience ^vere 
their only fecority^ Nor it there auy rooni 
to doubt, (for even the principle of felf-pre-^ 

An* $75. 

fervatioil 
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fervation would effeOiQ^My lead them to it) 
that they laboured by obedience to mako 
good their title to that gracious protniie* 
which aflbred them of protection in thoib 
perilous times. " Fear thgu not, O Jacob, 
my fervant; and be not difroayed> O Ifrael. 
faith the Lord : for I am with thee : though 
I make a full end of all the nations^ whither 
I have driven thee ; yet I will not make a 
full end of thee: I will not leave thee how- 
ever wholly unpunifhed; but will correft 
thee in" fuch ** meafore," as is neceflary to 
reform thee «• 

And hence arofe another and very power- 
ful motive, to induce them to proceed with 
diligence and vigour, according to the intent 
of this merciful difpenfation^ in the iit^prove* 
ment of their heart and lives. For furely they 
could not but correA their misdoings, and 
fhew themfelves ** zealous of good works;'* 
when they underftood that their aifflidions 
and diftrefles were to abate, in proportion as 
they advanced in the ways of piety. 

■ Jen xlvr. j;, »8. 

But 
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But thefc were not the only encourage- 
ments, which God, in his gobdnefs, pro- 

» 

pofed to their dbedifence. Higher rhotives 
wefe placed in their vifew. ** There were 
given unto them exceeding great and precious 
promifes * :'* the promife 6£^ reftbration intb 
their own land } the prdniife of plenty, hap- 
pinefs, arid fecurity in that land; and the' 
promife of a glbrioiis^ ftate and fettled go- 
vernment und^r theif own kihg, the 
Mefliah ^. " Havirig therefore theffc great 
and precious promifes/* that by theitf 
they might be perfuaded to reform their 
lives; they tnuft needs be folicitous tb 
<* efcape the cori-uptioh that was then iri 
the world; through'* the prfevailihg influence' 
of " Itift * " arid idolatry : they muft needs be' 
folicitous to " cleanfe thetafel^es from all 
filthinefs of the flefh arid fpirit ; perfeAing- 
holinefs in the fear of God *,** and in gfatt- 
tude for his abundant mercies. 

"" i Pet* i. 4, ' . 

y Jer. xxiii* 3 — 6* Ezcfc^ xxxiv; Iz-a-ji; 
» I Pet. 1. 4. . 
■ 2 Cor. vif. I. 

And 
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Arid though feveral occurrences ivitti'f 
\tiitdj which j fo thofe whb. judged aCCdrd* 
ing to the ordinai'y courfe of tihing?, might 
feem to obftrirft thefe promifed bieffings^; 
yet, to this people they all appeared^ by thfe 
light of prophecy, to be '* working toge-^ 
thcr Tor their good/* For every revolufioti 
that threw the nations dowrt in the woYldy 
was a prelude to the future advancement of 
Judah. -And they had tbcr comfort "to fee^ 
under alt fevoliitidnSj that fome perfon^ of 
their own body were forprifingly advanced 
into power and authority^ to patronize and 
defend their caufe { which; as it fhewed, oh 
God^s part, great attention to the welfafrd of 
the Jews ; miift naturally excite on theirs a 
proportionable fegafd f6r his honour and 
glory. • 

Such was the difpdnfafiori of th^ taptivity 
in Babylon? and fiich were the mteafufes 
which God crftployed, itnder that difpenfa- 
tion^ for the ^ recovery and reformation of 
hiS people. And as both Jadah sfnd Ifra«i 
were to be reunited, ind reformed together ; 
fo the' means concerted for their Converfidti 

Vol. 1L H and 
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and improvement were equally applied tcr 
both. To forward their union the more 
readily^ and to make the application to them 
the more eafy; God had previoufly and wifely 
ordained, that both of them (hould be thrown^ 
in great numbers, into the fame countries : 
where, lofing their former diftindion S and 
mixing together as one people, they enjoyed 
the benefit of the fame difcipline, and the 
fame means of inflrudion in righteoufnefs. 

How well thefe means were adapted to 
corredl their errours, to improve their man- 
ners, and to engage them in the fervice of 
the true God, is apparent from what ha^ 
been already delivered. And how efFeftually 
they operated to this glorious end, is now 
become a matter of admiration. Idolatry 
ceafed among them; their attachment to 
God grew flrong and inviolable ; and their 
zeal for his honour adive and permanent. 
In confequence hereof, when they were 

^ Of their reconciliation and union we have this remarkable 
proof: viz. that in the expiatory lacnfices made at Jerulalem upon 
•their return^ ^* twelve he-goats are faid to have been offered, aor 

ror«Jnig to the tvvei;e tribes of IfrJicl.'* ^r. vi. i6, 17. 

reftored 
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teftore^J again to their own land, they 
thought it not fufficient, merely to rebuild 
the temple, at Jerufalem j but, in the warmth 
of their piety, proceeded farther j ami erefted 
iynagogues in different cities, wliere the law 
was read on every fabbath^ and other afts of 
devotion were performed. Hereby the true 
knowledge of God and his religion was im- 
proved and confirmed among them; the 
praflice of their duty was impreiFed and e»« 
forced upon them ; and their abhorrence and 
deteflation of idolatry became more fixed^ 
refblute^ and deternained^ 

Now, while thofe, who Returned to Jti- 
dea, were thus zealous in the fervice of God; 
and fetting . forth the honour of his ma- 
j^fty, in tbeif own lai>d ; the others^ who 
remained behind, were bufied in reforming 
the neighbouring nations ; and improving, in 

Jtbeir minds, thofe exahed fentiments of 

■ 

the fupfeme Being, which his late extraordi* 
i>»ry ^nd marvellous interpofitions had raiied 
And excited anK)ng them. 

H » fi?i«g 
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Being now pfoperly qualified for the work, 
both thefe bodies of Jews were appointed a 
kind of prieft^— preachers of rightedufnefs, 
and publifliers of the true religion — to the 
four rifing monarchies. For the readier dif- 
charge of this high office, and the further- 
ance of the end defigned, they were dC- 
cafionally intermixed with the feveral na- 
tion* ; and providentially difperfed through 
all the provinces of thefe mighty kingdoms t 
where, being often diftitiguifhed by eminent 
favours, they were enabled to convey and 
Ipread their inftruftions with greater efFedk * 
and advantage. 

During the ISabylonian and Medoperfiau 
eftipires, they not only made a confider- 
able improvement in the religion of the 
people, who were more immediately their 
fellow fubjedls ; but alfo communicated 
their notions and cuftonas to thofe inqui- '- 
fitive philofophers and renowned legifla- 
t6rs, who frequently travelled thtbugh thefe 
flourifhing ftates for the acquifition of 
higher knowledge; and who, it is plain, 

3 adopted 
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adopted many of their doftrines and prac«- 
tices ' th^mfelres'^, and then recomniended 
them to th^ notice of others, when they re« ] 
turned into their own countries. 

Under the Grecian empire again, as the 
J^W5 were favoured with fome extraor- 
dinary privileges, and often placed in a 
very confpicuous point of view, fo their 
religion and manners became of couric 
more obferved, and more accurately en- 
quired into, efpecially by the curious and 
learned ; who were then numerous in mort: 
partis of the world, and more particularly in 
Greece and Egypt. 

And about this time, that is, in the reign 
t)f Ptolemy Philsdelphus, their curiofity an4 
improvemeirf .were ingft ^-emarkahly pro* 
vided fpr, by a tranflation of' the Hebrew 
Scriptures, or at leaft of th© fiye books of 
Mofes, into the Greek language. And as 
}t appeared, when they were tranflaced 

<= See Gale's Court of the Gent. p. L b. III. c. ix. iec* 
Wits 1 1 Egyptiac. lib. iii. c. xiii. Arth. Yoitno's Dilftrt. 
vol. I. p. 29^. 

H 5 into 
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into that language, that thefe books of 
Mbfcs and the Prophets *^ contained not 
only obfcure things, and what particularly 
concerned the Jewifti ftate; but alfb 
things of a more fp^endid nature^ and 
defcriptive of the fortunes of diverfe king* 
doms ** ; • ' fo is there no doubt to be made, 
but that thefe matters rendered them va- 
luable in the eyes of the world ; caufed 
them to be read with diligence and atten* 
tion; and to be fometimes, perhaps, eon- 
fulted with reverence by thofe feveral na- 
tions, who found themfelves interefted In 
their contents. 

And finally, whw it was the fate of 
Judea to be reduced at length to a Roman 
province; this people and their religion 
became no lefs known to the fybjefts of 
that mighty empire, than they had been 
before to other flates. For the indulgence, 
which they every where pbtainpd, of living 
according to their own laws, and ufing their 
own rites and ceremonies, fpeedily gop*? 

^ See Allix's Rcfl. o.i tlic Old Teft, b. ii, p. 41, 

veyed 
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vtytd a general knowledge of their tenets, 
ciaftoms, and inftirutions, to all the people 
around them. 

Th\is th^n were the Jews, uncfer the 
four great fucceflive monarchies, eminently 
inftruMental in reforming, enlightning, 
and improving the world. And though 
they were nevet able to convert a whole 
natidn together to their church, and make 
their religion the particular edabliHied re- 
ligion of the country ; yet they gained every 
where an infinite number of profelytes to 
their law; and many more to the belief 
and acknowledgment of the one fupreme 
and true God? which was the principal thing 
then required. 

Nay, even the nations, who ftill con- 
tinued flaves to idolatry, were highly in- 
debted, though they knew it not, to the 
benign influence of this falutary difpenfation. 
JFor what were thofe exalted improvements, 
which were made, through the courfc of 
this p6riod, in civil and religious know- 
ledge; and which, by the application of phi* 
/ - H 4 lofopher*,^ 
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lofohers, amazingly tbinni^d the darkn^s of 
Jicathenifcn ; but lucid emanations, ccmvcytd 
by tradition, or perhaps derived by avncirer 
iMay, from this full and copious ibuntairi of 
J^gfet^? Ar\d 'What were, thofc refmied ioftj^ 
tutcs of morality, planned by the moft «- 
riowned . legiflatorts, .andisfHbUfced jn\fet 
veral heathen countries^ but chiefly tran*- 
icripts fronpL.thc.Mofaic la^vs/? So thftt this 
glorious difperifation, like tlte ibn, ^Wle it 
ihone on one- country with naeridijtn' rays, 
^nd on others in proportionrto their diftjirice 
Yrbmit'; threw forth • moreo.teer, fQme,:beanl5 
<»f lights that bent belx)w the horizpn'j ftnd 
jbercby qheered that thibjt ^looto^' in w:hiph 
thofe people were involved, who had. not 
yet the happij)efs,,tQ bei^ld its orb.^ . ;. 
^ Heiice ive fee, .that ibe .woft diftabt nat 
ti6n$ were far. ft?c«n be^ngrnegle^ed 6r dif- 
regarded by the Lord; though he wa&ipe-r 

< * Vide Mar'sham. Canon; Chron. Seciil. be. Tit. LexiMa- 
'ftka. p. 1 10> $51C.' let / itithorcs • ijbi J^ucfeto?. ; 

^ Vide HyET. D^tponflr. Ey^n^, Propofit, \y. gap. xi. p, 
Ii3# ^^' Petit. €om. in Le^. Attic. CJrot. ipMatth. v. 28. 
ft dt Verit; Chrift. lib. i.*§ 1 5. ' ,:.-':•. 

/; .; !1 culiarly 
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culiariy attentive and favourable to the Jews; 

Indeed the favours conferred on them, were 

properij favours to the whole world. They 

Were chiefly meaiis to inflru£l and to ttn* 

prove the Jews, that they might be qualt^ 

iied to ixtftruA and to improve ofehers ; that 

they might become fit inftruments in the 

hand of God, for the propagation of the re^ 

ligioo they had in truft: the benefit of 

which other nations: ceaped almoft in an 

equal degree,, whether this people flood 

faithftil to their tfuft, or feU for their 

riegie£t and violation of it. Nay^their i ff II, 

In truth, thfit ie, thefir perverfenefs and apod 

tafies, t:ontribt|ted Vather tcr the fpeedier 2C^ 

compHihnaent of this defign, than could well 

have been expe^ed even from their fleadi« 

* ti^fs. ' F»r to what did their defodlions ulti* 

mat^ly tend ; but to fopply the ' Deity with 

more* fc^quarvt occafions to exert himielf, in 

the correAion of their predominant errours 

and vice« ? But their crroun* and vices were 

the errogrs ainl vices of /?// mankind. And 

therefofe thoTe yironderful ei^ertibns, which 

, God 
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God employed for the. reformation of the 
Jewsj-rwere equally adapted to the conver* 
fion of the Gentijies, .among whom, they 
lived. Nor did they fail of their intended 

• 

efTedt. For hereby, ^* the name of . the 
Lord became extenfively known ainong the 
heathen ; and his greatnefs acknowledged by 
many people.'* 

' From what has been advanced it appears, 
I hope-^that God, as the common father. of 

r 

all, made ample provlfion for the lnfl:n2c« 
tion of all ; fo far 4$ either their neceiiities 
}^equired,.or their capacities:* would admit. 
It is true indeed, that^ tbix>sighout th^e 
various, difpenfations of his providence, he 
a£ted with a fpepial regard to the Jews; and 
interefled himfelf-irematkibly in their wel- 
fare* But neverthelefs, it is undeniably .ma* 
nifeft, froifa the tenour of his proceedings, 
that he was. not unmindful of other^ n^- 
tions. ,. Several inftances have, already; oc- 
curred of. his general concern for all maur 
kind ; and feveral more might eafily be, pro- 
duced of his particular regard, tqthe Gen-^ 

tiles. 
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tUes. ' Wh^t ' afe .all the exho^atlons and 
waroingd> delivered : by the prophets to the 
furrounding natioDs^ bjjt lb- many inftai^ces 
of this truth? But why do I mention thefe? 
For what was there done, of ^ny nooment, 
towards the convi<5tion and recovery of the 
J^w;; tb^ did not extend, and proportion* 
ably contribute to the reformation^ and ioir 
proyement of. the Gentiles? The miracles 
wrought in Egypt were fuch as the whol? 
world had a concern in ; and fuch as the 
whole world either beheld or heard o/. Th^ 
winders afterwards per^rmed in Canaan 
** declared the glory of God to the heathen ; 
and manifeiled his power to numerous 
people ^^." He dilcovered himfelf to the 
3yriaps both by goodiifcfs ^ and leverity * ; 
and the Al^yrians were likewiie eye-witi>efie; 
of his majefly^. Laftly, the miracles, difr 
pUyed in Babylon made him known, not 
only throughout that province ; « but even 

I Pfal xcvL 5* 

** 2 Kings y* 8— 19. 

' Ibid. XX. 28, 29^ 

" lb. xxi. 35, . * 

through 
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through the extent of the Babylbnifh em- 
pire I Thefe rtiiracle*^ it is graiitedf were 
principally performed in favour of the Jews t 
and to- engiage thfem in the fervice of their 
miglity prdte^on Bat then it mu(t be al- 
lowe^y th^tthey w«r«4lfo adapted, as they 
were farther intended^ to corfeft -the idolat-. 
trous notidns of the Gentiles ; to convince 
them, that the God, who could do fuch 
wonders, niuft be for fupprior to all gods ; 
and cbnCfe^Uently, that it was their iiitereft 
to join his people, in order to (hare his 
fevour arid bieffing . Upon thefe principles, 
the beft difpofed and mod coniiderate among 
them ghidually forfbok their idols ; and came 
in^O ithe Lord from all quarters of the pni*. 
verfe. l?ov thus we are affured by thofe^ 
who were themfelves eye-witnefles of the 
faft — ** that devout men,'' i. e. woi*(hippers 
t>f the Gbd of Ifrael, met together at- Jcrur 
•faltem, " out of every nation under heaven".^ 
This was the great and glorious end, 
which the Almighty had always in view, 

* Dan, ill. 29. vi. 2^—27. 
w.A^ji. 5. 

in 
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in his feveral tranfa£tions with mankind. 
And therefore, when he had finally ac- 
complifhed this gracious end ; when he had 
acquired a people out of every nation ; had 
redeemed them from their " bondage to the 
elements of the world ;'• and had brought 
them to the obedience and acknowledgement 
of himfelf ; he then with-held his hand for 
a time, and clofed up this ilupendous difpen* 
fation. 

And now, 

<* Blefled be the Lord God of Ifrael, who 

jalone could do fuch wondrous things ; and 

bleflbd be the name of his majefty for ever : 

May all the earth be filled with his majefty ! 

Amen, AmenV' 

«* Pfal, Ixx. x8, 19; 
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JoHK in. 2. 

Rabbi J we know that thou art a teacher conte 
from God: for no man can do thefe miracles 
that thou doejij except God be with him. 

I Have endeavoured, in the courfe of the 
preceding Lectures, to iiluftrate the na-< 
ture, intent and propriety of that vaft an4 
extenfive chain of miracles, which runs 
through the Old Teftament. If we purfue 
the progrefs of divine admipiftration, and 
enter into the New Teftament ; we fhall 
<there difcover another remarkable chain of 

miracles; 
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miracles ; different indeed from the former 
in their genius and complexion ; but equally 
fuited to anfwer the end they were intended 
to ferve. For thofe, which we have already 
confidered, were not more properly adapted 
to prove; that Jehovah is the one true God, 
the cjiEATOR and governor of the world; 
than thefe, which now come to be difcufled, 
arc to demon ftrate, that Jefus Chrift is the 
promifed Meffiah, the Redeemer and Saviour 
of mankind. 

But we muft not advance too abruptly :— 
For. fince the propriety of the miracles de-;- 
pends, in a great meafurct on the nature of 
the doctrines, which they were wrought to 
attefl ; and fince thofe doctrines have like-^ 
Wife a manifeft reference to the moral (late 
atid eotidition of the world ; it is hence pre- 
vioufiy rdquifite, that we fhould take a dif^ 
titva: slftd particular view of the real iituation 
ef ittinkind, at the time of the coran>ence« 
ment<of this new difpenfation'^^-4hat we may 
b^ M>lt' to judge what was fit and necefTary 
to be doti6 for the promotion and dccompliih^ 
metit of that defigPi which i3 the profefled 

purpofe 
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purpofe of its iuftitution : that is, what was 
proper and Jieceflary to be done, for ^thc 
fpiritual improvement of mankind ; for th^ir 
prefent virtue and comfort, and for their fu- 
ture perfeftion and happinefs. 

Now, though the preceding difpenfation 
of providence, as it reclaimed the Jews, and 
enlightened the Gentiles, was of great and 
iignal advantage to the world ; and aflually 
leflened, in a good degree, the bafenels and 
mifery of mankind ; yet was it defedlive in 
feveral particulars neceflary to the perfeftibii 
and completion of their felicity. As it was 
originally adapted to the diftinft circum- 
ftances, and principally calculated for the 
fpecial benefit, of one particular people ; it 
mud therefore be, of courfe, unfuitable and 
inadequate to the general neceflities of all ; 
even fuppofing, that all had been fo wife, at- 
tentive, and induftrious, as to make the bed 
and moft proper ufe of it, that it was capable 
of being applied to. But the truth of the 
cafe is ; that both parties, Jews as well a 
Gentiles^ were highly blamable. in this 
refped. They wilfully negledcd, debafcd 

Vol. IL 1 and 
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and corrupted thofe falutary dodlrines and 
inftruftibns they had received; and confe- 
quently funk^ both in knowledge and pra« 
f ice, far below that meafure of improvement, 
whereunto the difpenfation, under which 
they lived, was intended and adapted to ad-> 
vancc them. 

For the Jews, notwithftanding their in- 
duftry in making profelytes, and confequently 
in extending the knowledge and worfhip of 
the true Go3, yet groflly perverted the wife 
and pious intentions of his law ; and ren* 
dered it in a manner void and ufelefs. They 
laid the principal flrefs upon, and confined 
their obfervance chiefly to, the external, 
fliowy, and lefs momentous parts of it j 
whilft they negle^led the internal, weighty, 
and fubftantial, to an aftonifliing and fliame* 
ful degree. In fiipport of thefe proceedings 
they ran out into vain fpeculations ; and 
thence formed fuch delufive comments oft 
the divine commands, as quite enervated 
their force and efficacy : and at length con- 
firmed this mode of interpretation by ground- 
.^ lefs traditions, and the authority of the Rab*- 

bins. 
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bills. ** Thus they made the commanclments 
of God of none/* Or almoft ^* none effect, 
by their fodh'fli fpecalatioiis dnd ** tradi- 
tions °r And, though they retained " tha 
forrri of godlinefs, were generally firangers 
to the power of it p.'* 

In the mean time, the Gentiles, though 
improved in civil knowl^dge^ and advanced 
in the cultivation of focial virtues, tvere yet 
invblved in dangerous errours with regard 
to religion and a moral life. Nay indeed, 
when civil knowledge increafed among them; 
religious knowledge (which is fomething 
ftrange) declined, abated, and loft ground \ 
During th6 fimpllcity of remoter times^ 
men thought it their duty, and* made it 
their praftice, to adhere to thofe venerable 
and r6nowned principles, which had 
been carefully inculcated by their an- 
teftorS ; and were looked upon as of divine 

•* "^mK XV. 6« Mark Yii- »^ 

p 2. Tii=n. ill. s* See more! iii Bp. Law*8 Theory of Rcl. 
Part il. p. 166. Note (^). 

^ S«e tWf pfoved at large m Lelano's Adrarltagc of the 
Chridian Religion, voI« Lcl^ap. xx« p. 41 7, &€•. ^y6* 

I 2 original. 
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original. But when learning and pbilofbphy 
began to flourifh ; it ipade them captious, 
vain, and arrogant-^ready to difpute every 
point, and to call in queftion all former po- 
fitions. When " they became thus fceptical 
and " vain in their imaginations,*' they 
either defpifed thofe genuine and truly 
fublime do£lrines, which had paffed down 
from ancient ages; or corrupted them by 
falfe and bafe mixtures. So, " profefling 
themfelves wife, they became fools' — '* ex- 
travagant in theory, and degenerate in prat- 
tice*. 

Not that I would be thought to intimate, 
as if all good principles were extin£l among 
ihem, and no traces of virtue to be found : 
For that would be injurious to their real 
charafter, and contradi(3:ory to the truth of 
things* Some general notions, relating to 
.the exiflenc^ and attributes of the. Deity; 
fbme general ideas of a governing provi- 
dencC) conftantly infpeiSling the behaviour 

' Rom, !• 2 2. 

• Vide Cleric. Prol. Ecc. HilL Se6t, IL Moshem* de rebus 
ChriilianisanteCon antinum. ca|).i.§ 21. 

"^ ^ and 
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and condu£t of mankind, iliU remained un« 
extinguifhed among them. And thefe no-^ 
tions, however obfcured, or however de- 
bafed, failed not to produce ibme laudable 
efFefts, in laying reftraints on vic^ and 
wickeduefs ; and keeping up the face of ofder 
and regularity in every ftate^ But the point 
I would inculcate is this — that what pafled 
for religion among the heathens, had no re- 
ference to the true God; and no farther re* 
gard to good morals than the intereft of the 
Itate required. And therefore, as Seneca 
well obferves, ** that man muft fall in- 
finitely fhort of the perfeftion of virtue, who 
meafured his goodnefs by legal right, and 
the public inftitutions of his country ^'* 

And though it fhould be remembered, to 
the lafting honour of human nature, that 
there are feveral inftances recorded of men, 

< .X^^m angulla innooentia cfl, ad legem bonum efle ? Quanto 
latius officiorum patet, quam juris regula ? Quam multa pietas, 
humanitas, liberalitas, juflitia^ fides exigunt, quas omnia extra 
publicas tabulas funt? Sbnbc. de Ira, lib. ii« cap. xxvii. 

I 3 who, 
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who, prompted by a happy difpofltion of 
temper, \?nd guided by the di£late$ of fu- 
perior reaibn, praftifed higlier and more 
exalted virtues, than ever were prefcribed by 
ihe laws of the ftate ; yet it touft ftill bo 
ipopfefled, that thefe inftamres are compara- 
tively few ; and that the bulk of the people 
4id tiot life up eyen to that ftandard of njoral 
goodnefs, which was erefted and eftabliihed 
6)r the rule of their adions^ And had they 
advanced to its full height, how very low 
would th^y have then flood on the Ibale or 
^cenjt of virtue ! For the laws and inftitu* 
fions of every conimunity, however excellent 
in (omo refpedls, were extremely defedive in 
others. They were all fundamentally wrong 
In that n^ain branch of moral duty, which 
regards the feryice, wprfhip, and adoration^ 
^that vye QWe to the great and tru« God, 
They were alfo wrong in the exceffive in- 
dulgence, which they freely allowed to the 
Jpnfual and vicious paffiqus. And they were 
jiQ lels vvjrong in providing rather for the ii^r 

ferf(^ 
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tereft of the ftate, than for the improveinenc 
of human nature. 

Nor was philofophy, with all its admired 
excellencies •, ever able, either to fupply the 
manifold defe^ of theie laws, or to corred: 
tl^cir pernicious errours. It had time enough 
to try its ftrengtb ; and to exert, to the full» 
its boafted powers. But it tried and laboured 
in vain — For, after all its efforts, it ** wa^ 
found wanting :'* being often dubious about 
icveral points of importance to be fettled; 
and always too weak to enforce even thpfe, 
which it judged and knew to be right. 

Since it appears then, that the Mofaic in* 
ftitution was fo far perverted and depraved 
by the Jews, as to have loft nearly its whole 
effeft on. their ientiments, difpoiitions, and 
manners : and that the laws and inftrudions 
delivered to the Gentiles, were infufiicient to 
lead them to the right knowledge and prac- 
tice of their duty : how needful was it for 
the reformation and improvement of man<- 

* Vide CicEKON. Tufcul. Difput lib. ii« cap. iy. et y. lib. nu 
cap* ill. lib* iv, cap. xxxviii. lib. y. cap. ii. 

I 4 kind, 
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kind, that fome higher, more perfed, and 
more powerful difpenfation fliould be at 
length introduced and eftabliftied in the ' 
world ! And how extremely gracious muft 
it be in the Deity, to fupport the ferious, con- 
templative, and faithful, by clear and repeated 
aflbrances, known to the Gentiles ^ as well 
as the Jews, that he had compaiiionately de^- 
termined, at a proper ieafon, to fend one 
from heaven to prommlgate and eftablifh fuch 
a difpenfation among them ?— A difpenfation 
that ihould extend to the whole human race; 
that (hould corre.6l the miftake^t errours, and 

.4 

prejudices, under which they laboured ; that 
fliould fupply the defe<9:s of the former in- 
ftitntions ; and convey to the world every 
thing requiiite to life and gpdlinefs. 

What thefe requifites were, may eafily 
be deduced from the fituation and circum- 
fiances thajt we find the world to have been ' 
now in; And here it is obvious to remark, 
that when mankind forfbok their idols, and 

f Platqn. Alcibiad, 2. in fine. Jamblic. dp Vit. Pttha- 
C0KM9 cap. xxfili. p. i24> to* £d. Kuiler. 

became 
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became acqaainted with the true God^ they 
became likewife fenfible of the manifold of^ 
fences they had committed againfl him ; and 
confequently fenfible of the great and abfb* 
lute need they had, of obtaining his pardoii 
and forgivenefs of them. But theaflurance 
of his pardon theytiould no othenvife obtain 
than by au exprpfs declaration from himfclfc 
And, as no declaration of that kind, no ge« 
neral promife of pardon on repentance, had 
been made to the world at large before; it 
was therefore manifeftly the fiirft things 
which the ftate and condition of mankind 
now required to be done for them* But 
thei> it Was only the firft. 

For fuppofc this neceflity fupplied — fup- 
pofe that God, overlooking thofe times of 
ignorance and errour, had declared his for* 
givenefs of their paft fins, and his readinefs 
to accept them on their fincere repentance ; 
yet, ^vhat would that avail, unlefs they alfo 
dearly underftood how to fcrve him accept- 
ably for fhp fqture? And how was it poflible 
for them to underfland this, unlefs he gave 

them 
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them iuch'a plain , perfe^l and complete rule 
of life, as would infallibly dired them to all 
the duties^ which he required at their hands ? 
Such a rule then was another thing they ftood 
in need of^ as a neceiiary guide in the ways 
of godlineik 

« Now let us admits that they had accord-^ 
ingly obtained fuch a rale of life ; had got 
^uch a perfect fyftem of morals a^ually de* 
livered.to them; yet the known and expe- 
rienced'weaknefs of their nature would have 
foon and ienfibly convinced them, that they 
Were far from being equal to the difficulties 
of their duty ; — to the praftice of that moral 
rule. And then, what fignified the rule, 
or where was the ufe and benefit of the 
fyftera, unlcfs they were fupplied at the fame 
time with an addition of ftrength, fufficicnt 
to enable them to obey its direftions ? This 
fupply of grace then, to aid and ftrengthcn 
the infirmities of nature, was another thing 
indifpenfably requilite for the attainpient of 
holinefs, and confequcntly of eternal hap- 
pineft. 

But 
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JBut fuppofe likewjfe^ that they were ac* 
cordingly. endowed vyith this neceflary ad-* 
dition of (Iretigth, and enai)led to a£t in pur-» 
fuance pf the precepts delivered to them ; 
yet, as the allurements of f?nfe Jed them 
aftray; and continually prompted them to 
mifapply their abilities ; and as the fan£lions 
of nature were too light to counter*balance 
the force, and to reftrain the influence, of 
thefe allurements; fo it hence plainly 
follows, that they had great need of fome 
weightier motives to determine their choice, 
and keep them invariably in the road of 
duty :— -motives fufficient, as well td deter 
them from the purfuit of vice under its moft 
^^^g^g^^^g appearances; as to animate and 
excite them to the practice of virtue under 
the moft preffing, and formidable difcouragc- 
ments. But fuch motives could only be 
derived from the clear profpeffc of another 
ftatc ; in which they were to partake of bap-n 
pinefs or mifery to all eternity according to 

• ■ 

their temporal conduft; according as they 
difcharged or neglei3:ed the duties^ that were 

here 
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here prefcribed to them. This prolpeft there- 
fore of a future ftate of rewards and punilh- 
ments was another point, which the intercft 
of virtue, and the fecurity of human hap- 
pinefs, evidently required to be cleared up, 
and laid open to the view of the world. 

But Aill, as the bulk of mankind had no 
conception of being either happy or mifer- 
able hereafter, but rn the fame bodies they 
ppflefs here, which yet they obferved to be 
deftroyed by death y ; fo it feeras to be more- 
over necetfary, to give thefe motives their 
full weight, that proper aflurance (hould 
be conveyed to the'world of a general refur- 
tc£k\on to come — when every foul is to be 
clothed again with its own body, to receive 

y In tcrram cniiil cadentibus corporibus^ hifque humo tectis» 
e quo <li(^um eft bumari, fub terra cenfebant reliquam vitarn agi 
mortuorum—Tantumque valult error — ut, corpora crcmata cum 
icirent, tamen ea fieri apud infei^os fingercnt, quae fine corporibus 
pec fieri poilent, ncc intclligi. Animos emm per feipfos viven- 
tes non poterant mente complecli ; formam aliquam figuramquc 
•usfebant. Ciceronis TufcuL Difput. lib. i. cap, xvi. 
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the things done in that body, whether they 
were good or evil. 

Such then, and Co many things were ne- 
ceffary to the reformation and imiprovementi 
of the world: things, which the former dif- 
penfations either left wholly unfupplied; dr» 
at beft, fupplied iii fo imperfeft a manner^* 
as to be of littlfe fervice in the conduft of 
life. Whenever therefore that pcrfeft* dil*- 
penfation took place in the world, which 
God had promifed finally to eflablilh ; which 
wias formed to fupply all the deficiences of 
former inftitations ; andtocondu<ft mankind 
to the perfeftion of virtue, as the means of 
attaining the perfedioiv of happinefs : when- 
ever, I fay, that revelation appeared urito 
men, which was thus intended to refornq[ 
and improve them ; we are unavoidably led 
to prefume, that the forementioned articles, 
fo necefl'ary to *the accomplifliaiiertt- of its 
grand defign, muft m^ke aconfiderdble part 
of its contents : muft be laid down therein 
with full precifioh; and propofed ' with aiit 
thority to tjie belief of the Worlds ; -i 

But 
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But then it is to be obferved, that no ait«» 
thority could induce the world to accept 
thefe articles, as the declarations of God^ 
but that which could exhibit fufficient eyi^ 
dencc of ijheir being really delivered^ by him- 
And fince miracles alone were looked upon 
)yf mankind, as fuch a perfed and faitisfac-^ 
tory evidence ; it neceflarily follows ii?oca 
thjB rcafbn of things, that this revelation 
ihould be confirmed by miracles: by mir^les 
lippropriated to the doftrines it ccB^tainedj 
and adapted to exemplify their trutl> and 
certainty. For we are by no means to efteem 
miracles, thpugh I fear we are too apt to 
elieem them» as mere arbitrary, randqm 
a41s, yefwiting from . the divine will -.and 
pkftfure.;; biut 4s necefl'ary, determinate .and 
rgtic^arads, directed by the coui^fel of wif-^ 
dom, ap.d accommodated ^ to the nature of 
tbofc fftver^l :poi|ikts, whioh th^y ifver^ de* 
iigned to qonfirni and fupport. 
. Now this being the cafe; if any perfou 
iho\il<i ev!er appear under the chqraiftei: oi 
that f)rophet, that w^ to come into the 

world ; 
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world ; uiider the charader, I mc!ao,.{)£ the 
pFomtfed Meiliah ; as the end of hig.mifiioti 
ntceflarily required, that he (hould, ' ainong 
other thtogs, make a full and perfeA revelatioft 
God's will to mankind, and confirm^tfoat t^vt^ 
lation by appropriate miracles ; fo the tr«|th of 
his miiHon muft of courfe depend on the cer^ 
tainty of his (o dding*..: An,d therefore all 
claims to that title are beft. and ibomefl: de«> 
termined by a flrid application to this (implc 
rule. ' 

Nowt of all the perfons, whoaiTumedto 
themfeWes the chara<5le!r of thp Mefiiahii 
Jefus of Nazareth is the only one^ whoft 
claim defer ves our regard. This man, if 
it be lawful to call him a man, who was 
truly " the fon of God>" made a very cx»- 
traordinary figure in the world. His hirth 
was attended with matiy great^. :WQOiderfuli 
and illuftrious occuirrencea m fuijbabte to 
the dignity of the defpent he claimed^, and 
fitted to awaken the attention of the world 

k 

to 
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to what he fhould in time perform. At 
a proper feafon he entered on his miniftry 
with the public and (ighal approbation of 
heaven ■ : and, in the courfe of it, opened 
to the world a new and aftonifhing fcene of 
things. ** He went- about teaching in 
the fynagogues, and preaching the gofpel of 
the kingdom ;'* the glad tidings of ap- 
proaching falvatioii. *' And,** to tonfirm 
and illuftrate thefe tidings, he tepcatedly 
*' healed all manner of iicknefs, and all 
manner of difeafe am^ng the:paopkV 
In a word^ he performed an ilifinite num* 
her of miracles ; and, on the authority of 
thole miracles, eftabliflied a more perfeft 
inflitution of Religion— eveit fuch as pre* 
tends to fupply and fill up all the defici- 
encies of the preceding difpenfiuions ; and 
to admtnifter every thing, iu abundant 
meafutet^ that is neceffary to the improve- 
ment, theperfeftion, and the ha|f)piiiefs of 
man. ' 

i 

" Matth. uu 1 6t 17. MaT.uxd>ii. Lukc4il. 22. 
^ Matth, IV. 23.— ix. 35. 

3 Thefc 
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Thefe are fuch weighty, and intereft- 
ipg prctenfions, as render the Gofpel highly 
worthy of our moft ferious regard, and 
attentive <:on{ideration. And fince it ap- 
pears to be fo much our concern, we (hall 
therefore make it our future bufinefs, to 
infpeft and examine its contents ; in order 
to fee how far it really anfwers all thefe 
great and migl>ty pretenfions^ to which it 
is continually niaking claim. Though the 
fobjedtis wide, yet the whole of our inquiry 
may completely be reduced to thefe two heads. 

vi. «* Whether the doftrines of the Gofpel 
do in fa^St aflert, that Jefus Chrift has fup- 
plled the world with all thofe means, which 
we have now (pecified to be necefl'ary to 
falvation ?" 

And, if fo, 

2. " Whether the miracles therein re* 
corded do fufficiently prove the truth of thefe 
dodrines ; and evince to the world, tiiat 
their author is able efFeflually to fave and to 
blefs thofe, who place their truft and con- 
fidence ^n him ?*' 

Vol. IL K' If 
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If thefe points appear upon examination 
to be well grounded, and firmly fupported ; 
then will there remain not the lead doubt, 
that Jefus Chrift is the predided Meffiah; 
the great *« prophet that (hould come into 
the world:'* and that his. Gofpel is that 
laft and perfect difpenfation, which was de- 
iigned for the recovery of all mankind : 
and which, in coniequence of that defign, 
<^ thoroughly furniflies'' them with all the 
means, and powerfully encourages them 
by all reafonable motives, to live fbberly, 
righteoufly and godly in this prefent 
life *= ;'* that they may be fitted and dif- 
pofed for the full enjoyment of that con- 
fumm^te happinefs; which is referved for 
the faithful in the life to come* 

Now, to Him, who, as at this time, 
condefcended to ' take our nature upon 
him ; and who, in that nature, willingly 
performed for us every thing that was 
p^^dful to redeem us from iniquity ; and 
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make ns fit to be partakers of eternal 
glory : To Him, who fo loved us, and 
gave himfelf for us, be afcribcd, as is moft 
due, all grateful praiie, adoration, and 
honour, from henceforth and for ever- 
p^ore. Amen, 



K a S E R. 



• & 



'« 



C m 1 



SERMON . XVIIL 



« 

And behold they brought to him a manjick ofiht 
palfyi lying on a bedi and Jefus feeing their 
faith i faid unto thejick of the palfy^ Son^ bi 
of good cheer ; thyfini befofginien thte*, , 

WHEN Jcfus Chrift appeared iii fhe 
worlds he declared, in conformity 
to the charader he had afiumed, that the 
grand defign and purpofe of his coming 
was " to redeem and fave finners^ ;*• " that 

' Matth. xviiii 1 1* Luke is. 564 

K 3 whofo* 
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whofoevcr believed in him might not 
finally perifli, but have or enjoy everlafting 
life^'• 

Now the firft thing, as we have already 
obferved, neceflary to the comfort and fal- 
vation of iinners, was an aiTurance of pardon 
for their paft offences: an aflurance that 
God would accept their repentance 5 and be 
reconciled to them on the reformation of 
their lives. Suitably therefore to this ne- 
ceffity, the Gofpel informs us, that John 
the Baptift was fent before " to prepare the 
way of the Lord ; and to give knowledge of 
falvation unto his people, by the remiflion 
6f their fins ^." And we are moreover in- 
formed, that God was in Chrift reconciling 
the world unto himfelf, not imputing* their 
trefpafles unto them «/* 

In purfuance of this plan, and as a proof 
of its diviuity, when Chrift entered on *' the 
miniftry of reconciliation," he not only pub- 
iiflied a general declaration of pardon upon 

* John ill. ifl. 
' Luke i. 77. 
5 2 Cor. V. 19, 

the 
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the condition of repentance and amendment 
of life ^ ; but he alfo forgave fome faithful 
penitents their fins in form^; as an earneft 
or pledge of what he promifed to do for 
.all others^ who Were equally qualified. And 
that the promife was general is evident from 
his own words. For, at the clofe of his re- 
fidence here on earth, he exprefly told his 
difciples, *' that" this doftrine of " repen- 
tance and remiflion of fins (hould be 
preached in his name,'' not only among the 
Jews, but even ** among all nations'^:'* 
of which, indeed, he had given them fre- 
quent intimations before ; by extending his 
regard to •* ftrangers and foreigners^;" and 
making them objefts of his mercy and bene- 
ficence ; even at the time, when his miniftry 
was confined «* to the loft flieep of the 
houfe of IfraeU'* And therefore, as thofe 
difciples, who were more immediately con- 
cerned with the Jews, had it in commiffion 

^ Mark i. 14, i^, Luke xxiv. 47. li&a xiiu 38* 
> Matth. IX. 2. John v. 14* 
^ Luke xxiv. 47. 
^ Matth. XV. 2t->28. Mar. vii. 26—30. Luk? vu ijt i^- 

K 4 to 
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to teach them^ that « Chrift was exalted W 
be a Prince and a Saviour,, for to give re-^ 
pentance to Ifrael, and forgivenefs of fins ™ ; 
and that their fins were,**^ on this condition^ 
accordingly •* forgiven them for his name's 
fake" :*' fo likewife St. Paul, that great and 
cekbrated Apoftle of the Gentiles, had the 
very fame thing in charge. For thus his 
commiflion runs. ** I will fend thee," faith 
the Lord, far hence unto the Gentiles " j to 
open their eyes, to turn them from darknef^ 
to light, and from the power of Satan unto 
God ;'' that is, to bring them to repentance, 
•* that they may receive forgivenefs of fins } 
and,'* if they fulfil theif duty, •* an inheri- 
tance among them, who ^re fan<5lified"by 
faiths" Agreeably to the tenour of this 
commiflion, «* they all went forth, and 
preached every where :" exhorting th6 people 
*« to repent and reform, that their fins might 

■ AiShv, 31. 

■ EpheC iv# 3i. 
* A6b xxii. 21. 
f A6ts zxvi. i8» 

be 
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be biotted out ; and that^' they might bap 
pily enjoy that ** divine refrcfliment/' which 
iufeparably attends the comfortable afTurancd 
of pardon and forgivenefs^ 

Hence then it appears, that the firil article 
We have fpecified, as neceflary to the comfort 
and falvation of the world, is amply fupplied 
ind extended to the world by this general 
do<5trine of grace |ind remifiion. 

But here it may be urged, «^ that though 
the doctrine is full and pertinent, adequate 
to the wants, and fuitable to the wifhes, of 
all mankind ; yet, how does it appear, that 
mankind could reafonably confide in it; 
could (afely depend upon it ? Had they any 
evidence offered them, that Jefus was pofTefled 
of the power he claimed; any fecurity given 
them, that the (ins he undertook to forgive 
were indeed forgiven ?'* 

Evidence, you will find, and fecurity in 
abundance : fufHcient to remove every doubt^ 
and to eflablifh peace in the moil anxious 
mind.. For what is it to forgive (ins ? Is it 
not to deliver from thofe ill efFeds which fin 

« 

2 . produces, 
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produces, or to which it renders the finnef 
.obnoxious? But the primary efFeds and 
confequenccs of fin were difeafes and deiath. 
And then, what can be conceived a ftrongcr 
proof, a plainer evidence, of the real and 
aflual forgivenefs of fins ; than to behold 
finners relieved of their difeafes, and deli-^ 
vefed from the jaws of death, at the inftant 
they were pronounced fo^ forgiven ? Now, 
this proof Jefus gave them. For ** he healed 
all manner of ficknefs, and aU manner of 
difeafe among the people V* 

And this proof, it fhould be remarked, 
muft appear to the Jews peculiarly plain and 
appropriate. For healing and forgiving are 
not only connected frequently in their writ^ 
ings; but even fland in their language as 
fynonymous terms. Thus the Pfalmifl, 
enumerating the manifold mercies of God, 
celebrates him in the fame breath as ''^ for-^ 
giving his fins, and healing his infirmities ^'* 
The prophet Ifaiah, defcribing the perverfcr 
nefs and obflinacy of the Jews, complains^ 

^ Maith. IV. 23. 
'. PfeL cii|. 3. 

that 
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that " they had made their heart grofs, and 
their ears heavy, and had clofed their eyes ; 
left they (hould fee with their eyes, and 
hear with their ears, and underftand with 
their heart, and ihould return, and be 
healed^/C^ which Jonathan in his Targum 
on the place tranflates, •* and he forgiven^ 
This text is quoted by St Matthew : and ac- 
cording to him, ends, like the prophet's, 
with " I (hould /&<r^/ them*/* But St, Mark, 
attending to the thing implied, alters the 
phrafe, and, conformably to the paraphrafl:, 
reads at the clofe, and their Jim Jhould be 
forgiven ihcm^*^^ So that the conne<ftion, 
you fee, between the cures performed and 
the do£lrine promulged, was in a manner 
forced and obtruded on their obfervation by 

the very genius and idiom of their language; 

1 

■ Ch. vi, 10. 
* Ch. xii, ig. 

^ Ch. iv. 12. This p&rafeology enters alfo into the Epiftles, 
slnd deferves to be well attended to. Thus the perfons, whom 
St. Paul, Rom, r. 6. calls acrdiyitfy, are called in the 8ch verfe 
«/4a/7«^X*fir. Other inftances are frequentl * 

I 
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by the modes of expreflion current aaiollg 
tb^m. 

But this evidence may be placed in another 
light : and in that light, perhaps, it may to 

m 

US appea'r ftronger. 

Certain difeafes were looked updn by all 
nations *, and more efpecially by the Jews» 
as puni(hments infli&ed for certain fins. 
This notion was infpired by the law, and 
ilrongly impreiTcd on their apprdhenfions. 
It feems to have been always uppermoft in 
their minds. For hence it was, that the 
difciple^ were fo ready, when ** they faw^ 
the man who had been blind from his birth,*^ 
to alk our Saviour that queftion-— ** Who 
did fm, this man or his parents, that he 

> The Periians expelled eveiy oae thitt was afHidled with the 
lepftofy out of their cities, believing fuch to have drawn this pii** 
hi(htnent upon thcmfelvcs^ by committing feme offence againft 
the Sun. HttODOT, Clio cap. cxxxviii. And the Egyptians 
efleemed.the blindnefs which befel their king^ Pheron^ as a 
judgment upon hiiti for his impie^ againft their great god, the 
river Nile. Hbkodot^ Euterp. cap^ xi. Diodor. Sicul. 
BibUoth* lib« i. cap« v* 
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was born blind y ?•' And hence alfo it was, 
that pur Saviour himfelf thought it neceffary 
to caution fbme, whom he had cured of 
their ail$, «< to take care of their condud, and 
(in no more ; left a worfe thing (hould hap* 
pen unto them *.** 

The difeafes chiefly denounced by the 
law againft all wilful and predimptuous of* 
fenders, are the leproiy^ p^lfy* madnefs, and 
blindnefs *• And thefe, it is obfervable, are 
among the chief of thofe difeaies, which our 
Saviour miraculoufly cured ^ Now, if th0 
^cceflion or infii£tion of thefe difeafes was a 
fure token, as it plainly was, of God's dif* 
pleaiure againft fuch offenders ; was not the 
fudden removal, or miracul<Mi8 cure of 

^ y John ix. X, %. 
^ John V, 14. 

• Dcttt'. xxviii; X jf, 5cc. 

* Lepers clcanfed, Matth, viji. a, 3. Luke xvii. i a— 19. 
Paralytics cured, Matdu viii. 6.— ix, 2, &c* 

Lunatics or mad cured, Matth. iv. 34.— xvii. 15, &c. 
BBnd rcfbred to fight, Matth. ix. 27—30. xx. 30—54. 
ix. i*-7. 
# 

them, 
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them^ as evident a token of his forgivenefs? 
Suppofe yot^were to fee an imprifoned male- 
fadlor eafcd of his chains, and fet at liberty 
before your eyes ; could you poffibly doubt 
of his having procured or received the 
king's pardon ? But, what the releafe of this 
prifoner would be to us, the fame were the 
cures, which Jefus wrought on thofe 
finners, to the Jews : vifible inftances of the 
remiffion of their puni(htneuts ; and there- 
fore the propereft and moft convincing 
proofs of the remiflion of their (ins. 

But ftill it; may be urged, " that tK>twith- 
ftanditig thefe fanative miracles were thus 
properly adapted in their conftitutioti, yet, 
bow does it follow, that they were deftined 
in their intention, to prove this doflrine 
of the forgivenefs of fins? For they are 
feldom, if ever, applied by Chrift to this 
purpofe.** 

We g:rant indeed, and would have it ob- 
fcrved to the credit of the Gofpel, that 
Chrift was very fparing in making, fuch pre- 
cife and formal applications. He judged it 

fufficient, 
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fufficient, in general, barely to exhibit the 
miracles ; without either explaining their 
force, or pointing out their intention. The 
former he left to be determined by the judg* 
ment of thofe who faw them ; and the latter 
to be inferred from the occafions on which 
they were wrought. In (hort, he fuflered 
the miracles to fpeak for him in their own 
language* And to the candid ^nd ingenuous 
they fpoke plain enough. For fuch no 
fooner beheld the works, than they per- 
ceived their connexion and affinity with 
the dodrines ; and acknowledged themfelves 
convinced. But where vices and prejudices 
diftorted the judgment; and led men to 
cavil, and raife objections ; there he pro- 
ceeded, in vindication of himfelf, and for 
the fake of the truth, after another manner. 
He argued the cafe; confuted their cavils; 
ithd applied the miracles to the points in- 
tended. 

Of this we have a remarkable inftancc 
with refpedt to the article now before us. 
When the paralytic was brought to Chrift 

at 



J44 SERMON XVIIL 

at Capernaum, he faid to the man, <* Thy 
fins are fiw^given thee/' This declaration 
the fcribes and pharifees cenfured as blaf* 
phemous ; as a bold invafion of the preroga* 
<ive of God : for *' who can forgive fins but 
God only ?** In anfwer to this objeftion, and 
to make it apparent that he arrogated to 
fcimfelf no higher power than what he 
really poffeiied, he refers them at once to 
the ipiracle ; and pertinently aiks them-~ 
" Whether is eafier ? to fay. Thy fins are 
forgiven thee ; or to fay» Arife, and walk. 
But that ye may know^ that the Son of Man 
hath power on earth to forgive fins, A rife, 
(faith he to the fick of the palfy) take up 
thy bed, and go unto thine houfe. And he 
arofe, and departed to his houfe/' Here, 
.the miradc is by our Saviour himfelf ex» 
prefly applied to the dodrine: applied to 
prpve, that he was divinely epipowered iH 
forgive fins. And indeed it prpved it in fb 
diilin£t, and fo clear a manner, th^t the un- 

> 

prejudiced multitude were inftantly con- 
vinced ; and witii joyful gratitude *• glorified 

God, 
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God, who had given Him "^ fuch power*' 
for the benefit and confolation of men. 

But this power of forgivenefs which God 
gave to Chrift, Chrift alfo gave to his dif- 
ciples ; and then declared, that *^ whofo 
foever fins they (hould remit, were acccord- 
ingly remitted to them**." And when ^* he 
fent them out to preach" this dodrine, he 
conferred upon them, as the Evangelift ob- 
ferves, the farther " power of healing fick* - 
neflea*^,'* by way of proof and confirmation 
of it* And we find them in confequence 
** travelling through the towns, preaching 
the Gofpel, and healing every where ^." 

But as they conceived, while their mafter 
refided here on earth, that the powers they 
pofleffed were derived from him, and there* 
fore had recourfe to him only ; fb, when 
they judged it neccffary, after his departure, 

^ Matth. ix. 8. Aop\» 1^87 iX9 T^iavTn9 to»{ c»»dp«7oi(. fortafle 
Tw Mfivuj *' to the man:" i, e. Chrift Jcfui—othcnvife it muft 
be cpnftrucd, as above, •* for the benefit, 8cc* of men*'* S^ 
Eph. iv. 8. 

^ John XX. 23. , 

« Mark iii, i J, 

^ Luke ix. 6. 

Vol, II. Xv to 
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to apply to God for the continuance of 
them, it is very remarkable, that the fole 
powery which they particularly re^cfted^ 
was the power of curing difeafes,. And they 
feem to have prayed, ** that God would 
flreteh forth his hand,'* and enable them 
*' to heal ^,*' not only as it was an inftance, 
expreffive of the vital and faying efficacy of 
the Gofpel in general i bttt more efpecially 
fo of the truth and certainty of this primary 
dodrine of it-r*the pardon and forgivenefs of 
fins. And it ns farther to be obferved, that 
the firft miracle of healing they wrought^^ 
was attended with fach circumftances, as 
plainly (hewed, that the efficacy . of Chrift's 
name, and Gonfeqtiently the forgivenefs tor 
be obtained through it, extended backwards 
and forwards j to times paft as well as- future. 
For fince ** the man had been lame from 
his mother's womb^ and was now above 
forty years old, when this miracle of heal- 
ing was performed upon hina*^;** it Is evi- 



t Al^s iv. 29, 301 
^ Acts ill. 2, 22'.- 
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(lent, tnat the virtue of Chrift*s name, though 
^ difplayed after he left the worlds yet reached 
to' the cure of thofe maladies^ which had 
their exiftehce^ before he ever came into it* 
And nnce the Jews were taught, that «* there 
was none other name under heavin, where- 
by they could be curedj** andj of courfe, 
forgivehi but only the name of JefusCh rift} 
how highly muft it concern them, to attend 
to the proofs, which the Apoftles gave of 
his being the Mefliah! How truly did it 
behove them, to cultivate tliofe candid and 
ingenuous notions, that would lead them to 
believe on him ; and to praftife that repen- 
tance and holinefs of life, which were 
the indifpenfable condition of their receiving 
pardon ! 

F^or it reinains ftill to be conddered, that 
the doflrine of forgivenefs was not promif** 
cuoufly and indifcriminately propofed to 
perfons of all characters: but was prudently 
guarded, and ftriftly limited to certain dif- 
pofitions and qualifications ;--«to fuch dif* 
pofitions and qualifications as rendered it con- 
fiftent with the intereft of virtue^ and the 

h 2 advance* 
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advancement of that holinefs, which it wa* 
the chief defign of the Gofpel to promote. 
Without this reftridion, it would have been 
liable to be abufed to the moft pernicious 
purpofes. Men of perverfe minds would 
have •* turned the grace of our God into 
lafcivioufnefs ' ; and becaufe mercy abounded, 
would have made their fins to abound the 
rAore*^.**.. To cut off therefore the occaiion 
of finning from thofe who would have been 
ready to lay hold on fuch an occafion ; nay, 
to convince them of the abfolute neceffity of 
fepentance, and a fincere reformation of life 
arid manners; Chrift exprefly required Faith, 
as an indifpenfable qualification for obtain- 
ing either a cure of their ails, or the pardon 
of their iniquities. 

Now Faith is a very complex terni ; and 
comprehends under it many excellent graces,, 
noble ^ndownients, and amiable difpofitions. 
According ta its original and primary accep- 
tation in the Jewifh theology, it may be 
fxud to denote in general, ** that candid and 



i Jude. 4. 
^ Rem. v,2o. 
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Jmgenuous temper of mind, which is dif- 
poled to receive and to digeft the great and 
injportant, truths of religion for the benefit 
and improvement of the fouP." Henqe 
then it implies a fincere love, of triith ; an 
anxious diligence in the purfuit of it ; and 
a fteady reiblution of afting always conform- 
ably to it. As referred, to Chrift, it man i^ 
feftly implies the following particulars: a 
ferious attention to his doftrines — an impar- 
tial examination of the truth of thofe doc- 
trines ; and of the proofs he gave of his di- . 
vine miffion — a hearty belief, grounded on 
thofe proofs, of his being the true and pro- 
mifed Mefliah: — in Confequence of this be- 
lief, a proper and worthy opinion of him ; 
an humble truft and reliance upon him ; an 
entire refignation to hig will; and dutifuj 
obedience to all his commands. 

From this analyfis of faith; this parti- 
cular enumeration of the feveral good qua- 
lities concentred in it; it is eafy to fee with 
what fecurity, as well as lenity^, the forgiver 

^ HzYUfih Lectures, vol. i, 

I. 3 Mefs 
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nefs of fins mijght be annexed to it. For 
where fuch a faith, as we have now ex- 

plained, worked at .the root, it could not 

■ .1 * • ' * 

fail of anfwering efFedually the end of the 
Gofpel ; of producing in time " the plen- 
tiful fruits of good living.'^ This then was, 
of aU qualifications, the moft ftriSly in- 

fifted upon ; and indeed the v[^Q(i defervedly : 

1. ' 
lich gav§ life and 

vigour to all Chriftian virtues, Now, its 
value and efficacy being fo momentous; fo 
fignally conducive to the advancement of 
piety ; it is no wonder that we find it 1q 
frequently and highly celebrated ip Scrip- 
ture; and honoured with fuch migbfy pri- 
vileges t-rrNowonder, that ^' it was counted 
unto mei) for righteoufnefs f' that it entitled 
them to the pardon of their part fins; and 
recommended them to the future favpur of 
jGod. 

To imprefs the world with a due ftnie 
of the meritorious eflicacy of fuph a Belief j 
9nd cdnfequently to engage mep in the cul- 
tivation of it ; Chrift frequently declared to 
\\}o(Qr who made thei|r humblp applipations 
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*o him, ^* that it was their faith that faved 
them, ** or made them whole:** in other 
words, that it was their lincere and candid 
-diipofition ; their open acknowledgement of 
•him, as the Meiliah ; their devout confidence 
in his goodnefs ; and their firm refolution of 
obeying his laws ; that rendered them ob- 
jeAs of his mercy — that fitted them for the 
cure they then received ; and moreover ei> 
titled them to that higher blefling; the 
pardon or refeafe from fin, of which the cure 
wa^ a proof and emblem^ A declaration, as 
difcou raging to vice, as it was favourable 
to virtue. For while it adminiftered to the 
penitent and well-difpofed all imaginable 
comfort; it excluded the wicked, the obfti-. 
nate, and unbeliving from ali hopes of be- 
nefit or advantage.' And therefore a declara- 
tion that (hould excite them to cor red an4 
reform their tempers ; to cultivate good and 
worthy difpofitions ; and to advance in the 
love gnd pra£lice of virtue ; in order to be 
qualified for the participation of thofe blef^ 
fings, fhat vjrere gracioufly tendered t(f then^. 

l^ 4 Far 
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For where there was no faith; that is, where 
the forementioned qualifipations were wait- 
ing; there Chrift could perform no cures. 
Though " the power of the Lord was prefent 
to heal ""," yet fuch faithlefs perfpns .were 
not adapted to receive its virtue. Thus it 
is particularly recorded by St. Matthew, 

» 

that, *' when our Saviour came to. his own 
city Nazareth," and found the inhabitants 
obftinate and malicious, ** hq wrought not,^* 
or rather, f' fould not work many miracles 
there, bpcaufe of their unbelief"/' But to 
make it, hovvevpr, the mpr^^ clearly appear, 
that the defefl: was entirely their. own; St. 
Mark obferves, that *' he laid his: hands on 
a few fick folks,' • \yhole fufFerings h^d pro- 
bably rpndere^ th?m better dlfpofe4 than 
others, " and they, all recovered °/V . 
. On fuch taring did pur I^ord, in the days 
of his fleih, extend his merpy to thofe in 
Paleftine, who refortqd tq him for relief s-w 

» Luke V. 1 7. 
, n Ch. xiii. 58. » ' ' 

• Ch. vi. 5. 

On 
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On fuch terms did he heal their diieafes, and 
pardon their fins. • Now we have alfo our 
fins and maladies ; which can only be cured, 
can only be-forgiven, oh the fame conditions. 
If we mean that our fins fliould be blotted 
out, and otir fpiritual infirmities ftrength- 
ened ; we muft apply to Chrift with a deep 
and penitent fenfe of our guilt ; and with a 
fincere defire of being delivered from it. We 
muft, approach him with an humble con- 
fidence, that he will, according to his pro- 
mife, make up what is wanting in our na- 
ture by the fuccours of his heavenly grace, 
And if we approach him with thefe proper 
difpofitioil^, we may reft affured, that " his 
grace will be fufficieht for us f ' fufficient to 
deliver us from our paft offences; and to 
ftrengthefa our Weaknefs for future and 
better fervices. For he is no lefs powerful, 
hov\r he is in heaven ; than he formerly was, 
when he lived on earth. ** The fulnefs of 
the Godhead dwells in him" for our ufe. 
And in the power of tlie divinity '* he is 
always*' and every where '^ prefent'* with 
/ us ; 
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us ; ready to commutiicate all the aiiiilancep 
that our neceffities can want or require. 
Though he does not now, as in time pa£l, 
** travel about** in a vifible form ** through 
^U the cities and villages, healing thofe that 
have need of healing p;" yet neverthekfs^ 
he has e{lablifbed the true religion and its 
ordinances in every city and village; and 
if the inhabitants of theie cities and villages 
would duly atttend the worjfliip of God, and 
join with pious and devout afFe<flions in the 
eAabliflied ordinances of religion ; they 
would experience, to their comfort, fuch 
divine influence to be derived therefrom, 
as would efFedlually cure all the maladies 
and diforders of their fouls ; and rai(e their 
powers to the meafure of their duty. But 
then they fhould be careful to employ 
thefe powers in the difcharge of their du- 
ties — in '* adding to their faith the virtues*' 
of ah ufeful and holy converfation. For then 
only when we begin to " have our fruit 

f Miitth, IX, 35. Mark vi. 6. Lukcxiii, 22. 

untQ 



SERMON XVffl. 155 
unto holinefs," can we hope that " the end 
will Be everlafting life ^." 

Now to God the Father, God the Son, 

* - ._ 

and God the Holy Ghoft, be afcribed, as 
is n^oft due, all honour and glory, &c. 
Amen. 

^ Rom. yw2z. 
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Rom. xii. 2« 

T^^at ye may prove ^ ,what is that good^ and 

acceptable^ and perfeB will of God. 

« 

■* • 

IT has been already (hewn, in a former 
Difcourfe, how amply and efFeftually 
the firfl thing, requifite to the falvation of 
finners, was provided for in the Golpel of 
Chrift : that is, how fully and dearly the 
doftrine of forgivenefs was, according to th^ 
neceffity of their cafe, promulged and con- 
firmed to the whole world. 

But 
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But this doftrine of the forgivenefs of* 
paft fins, however clearly proved, could 
afford mankind but little comfort^unlefs 
they pfadlifed for the- future what was 
♦* lawful and right/' But alas ! they were 
not able, in many and important inflatices^ 
to difcover what the? Hghr was. The infti* 
tutions of the Gentiles, being loofe and er- 
roneous, perpetually led them to a£l amifs. 
And the law of the Jews, though meant 
and adapted to promote the pradice of virtue 
arid goodnefs; was yet lb vilely and abomi- 
nably corrupted by the falfc gloffes of the 
Scribes and Pharifees, that it often became 
an inftrument of (in. 

Hence then it is evident, that both tlie one 
and th6 other, Jew's as well as G^ntilesi 
ilood in nfeed of fortie farther inftruftion^ 
for the better regulation of their nlbral con- 
duft: that they ftood in need of fucti a 
perfcft and complete rule of life, a^ would 
faithfully dired them, in air occurrences, 
what to do, and what to avoid, in order to 
fecurethe favour of God, and^rendef ttterh- 
felves acceptable to hihi. 

No^v 
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Now fuch a rule the Gofpel fupplies j 
not only as it « teaches men in genera! ^ 
that, denying ungodlincfs and worldly lufts, 
" they fhould live foberly, righteoufly, and 
godly in this prefent world ^ :** but alfo as it 
lays down particular precepts for the dif- 
charge of thofe ieveral duties, to which vre 
are bound in our ieveral relations ; and con-> 
iequently exhibits a clear and compreheniive 
fyftem of morals, founded on the higheft 
authority 9 and enforced by the moft weighty 
fan£lionsu 

Now, the whole (yftem of morality is 
ufually, and not improperly, divided into 
three capital branches ; refpeding the variousf 
duties, which we owe to God^ to our £tU 
low-creatures, and to ourfelves :— and which 
are diflhi£kly reprefented in the facred writ- 
ings. 

Of thefe duties the firft, as well in order 
as dignity, are thofe which we owe to God^ 
But, as all the duties we owe to God derive 
their origin from his nature and attributeSf 
and |r#m the various relations which he 

flands 
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ftands in to us j fo the Scripture repreferitd 
thofe attributes and relations in the trueft, 
fublimeft, and moft afFeding manner j and 
fets forth the Deity in an amiable and glo- 
rious light. 

His nature is no, longer debafed by fuch 
mean and grofs ideas, as the ignorant * 
heathens entertained of him; but is exalted 
to a proper dignity, and defcribed in be- 
coming charai^ers. Wc no longer view 
him under the ignofble images of corrupti* . 
ble things; but know him now according 
to his divine and fpiritual nature : know him 
to be the one felf-exiftent, and abfolutely < 
perfect Being; incorporeal, invlfible, eter- 
nal: the Beigig, who at firft created, and 
ftill goy^rps, the world; and who, though 
*« be bath, his. dwelling fo high in heaven, . 
yet humbleth himfelf to behold the things , 
th^t are ddnc on earth « :" and behold^^em 
noj: as an idle, indifferent fpeftator; but, as 
ail all-powerful agent, orders and difpofes 
tl\em .according to the meafure of his 



• • • 



» I. 



• Puil. cxiii. 5, 6. 

righteous, 



SERMON XIX. i6i 

righteous will^ and the didites of coufum- 
mktc wiiBom. 

Iii the government and difpofal of things, 
he is reprefented as acting for the general 
benefit of all his dreatures. Nothing is be- 
neath his notice : his providence, care, and 
xtietcy extend over all- his works. But heis" 
more elpecially attentive to the concerns of 
l^he human race; He looks upon them as 
his children ; and, with a kind of paternal 
tendernfefs, pities their infirrdities ; relieves' 
their diftrefles ; and, on their fincere re- 
pentance^ pardons their fins. As the great 
father of all, he is eqxially gracious to aih. 
^ iHe is the God^ not of the Jews only, 
but alfo of the Gentiles'. For with him 
th^re is no refpeft of perfons ; but in 
every nation he that feareth him, and 
Worketh righteoufnefs, is accepted with 
iiim^** But then rtghteoufnefs muft bd 
<&reftilly prafttfed. For though God is in- 
finitely gracious, yet is he likewifc in* 
finitely juft and holy; '* of purer eyes than 

* Roni. iii. 29, . * r 

* Ibid. ii. 1 1. A^s x, 34, 5^. * 

Vol. II. M to 
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to behold iniquity ;" and of higher refcot^ 
ment againft it, than to fufFer it to gann- 
j^uniihed* And that h^ msiy reward or 
punifh according to equity, the Scripture 
describes him,- as conftantly infpefting' our 
l^ehaviour and conduA ; and. fearchin^ ifftjo^ 
tlie inmofl receiies of qvm: ipifiJ^. ^pdi i^ 
qonjG^quence of this i^fp^^ion, it £ariih^ 
qjQTures us,^ th*t **' be will judge th€i.woi;W 
herea/ter ip rishteoiiiip^rs ; and r^ndt^ tc^ 
every ipian according to his deeds »;*' uf^ 
only according tp hi$ outward a^iontS, bu| 
according to the inward diipofitions of bis 
lieart. 

Such is the gcnerajt idea^, whicl^ th^ ^4p* 
ture gives us of God. An id<a (hat i# $kQl 
pijly a^guil and ^w^l i jjtujt a,lfc> lovetly*. .eij* 
gaging axid delightful: not. only fuitabl^t^ 
^thc majefty'of th^ Suprenae ; but at^ pre* 
dufbive of the moft worthy a&Aions^ m^ 
inoft grateful refcBtments towards h^m«H.tl^ 
fureft and raofi pQ>yerful incentives t^ tbM 
faithful difcharge of thofe duties \^^ ow* 
innfu 

* Pf« 1x4, Sn ^onv' ii^ 6i> 

For 
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t^dr whfcn we cdnfider the e^icelleiicy of 
his nature and attributes; haw great and 
^od he is iii himfelf^ atid hdw kind an4' 
beiicficeht to Us 5 we find ourfelves fti-ongly^ 
tiiough fweetly, moved to lave^ -addrd, and 
revere him. • And the more We cdhtempJatS 
bis wonderful perfedtlons, the mord con*^ 
vinced we becdme^ that it is out duty t^ 
Jove him in the degree we are commanded^ 
that is^ •* with all our hearts j with all our 
fouls^ and with all our minds *.** Herein^ 
indeed^ it is much to be Wifted that *^ our 
hearta were daily enlarged/* For ** this is' 
the firfl and great commarfdment f * that^ 
which fapports, and which infures obedience 
to all the reft, Wbei^e the love of God pre- 
fides in th^ hearty thete muft be a defire and 
determination to pleafe him ; to regard hini 
m eVety adlion 5 and to " do all to the glory 
of his namey.** there .muft be a deterinffea-^ 
tion to avoid every thing th*t may grieve ot 
offend him J to refign every iiite^eft, (atnd to 
Ittj^prefs e\^ry incliiiation, that may inters 

* Matth.xxiii 37. Mark'xiu 3d, 
7 i Cor< X* jft • ' 

M 2j fere 
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fere with our obligations to him. Pdr- 
fwaded of his infinite wifdom and power, 
and of his goodnefs in applying thenv to ths 
welfare of his creatures, we (hall cxercife^ as 
we are injoined, a firm trufl and confidence 
in him * ; commit ourfelves wholly to his 
divine difpofal ; and acquiefeey with thank* 
fulnefs, in the allotments of his providence : 
folicitous only, that our conduft in every 
ilate may be always fuch as becometh thofe^ 
who are finally to give an aiccount. 

But farther; when we confider God as 
our creator and preferver, " the author and 
giver of all good things ;*' from whom we 
have received all we enjoy ; and to whom 
we look for 5^11 we want } confcious of our 
abfolufe dependance upon him, we are na- 
turally led* a$ we are juftly required, to 
make our requefts and acknowledgen^ents to. 
him, in the fokmn ad^ of worlhip and de- 
votion a. But how mean, imperfed* aod un-* 
>yprthy were theie ^^:s of devotion^ as per- 
fbrm^d in gncient times ! And how much 

* PhiL IV, 6. 1 Tim. vir 17, i Pet* t. 7* 

* Match. ,Vh 6-*-i3< vii. 7-*2i, Phil. iv. 6r 

arc 
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jsurc w^ indebted to the inftrudiions of the 
poipel for thp noble re^nenient they have 
fince undergone ? For as we are there taught 
Ithat ^f God is a Ipirit;'* fo, fuitably to the 
nature pf iych a ^eing^ we ai;e commanded 
Jto *< worfhip him in fpirit ajic} in Jtruth ^ :'* 
to Worlhjp himi j)ot merely with ,external 
rites, and badjily ferylce ; but with inwardly 
jDtire and holy aifeaiops— -wi;th fincerity of 
hearty and the idevput application of our 
jmental ppwers. This is the oniy acceptable 
Service; nor will thi$ feryice t^e accepted 
but in the n^me, anc) through the mediation, 
of Jefusjphrifty A ipode of worfhip highly 
.conducive to tljie great px^rpofes of genuine 
piety ; npt only as it tefid^ to prei^rve iti 
pur ipipds a dye fepfe of our unwort|[>ine& as 
^nnersy ^od of the perfpft holiner$ of ^hat 

God agaipi^ wh^Q? W^ ^t^ i ^^^ 4^ ^^ ^^ 
.ierves to di^el our dark ^jid gjiiilty fears, 
^nd to infjpirp us with an jingeQuouj; truft and 
jiffiaftce-i-fijre, Jf we ftrive to q\>cy hina from 
the heart, of finding in the end acceptance 

* John iv. 24. 

M 3 with 
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TTitli him, through the merits and iirteixcf* 
fion* of ^ his beloved fpn, in whom he is 
wellplcafedS^' 

Pa(s we now to thp duties we owe to 
our fellow-creatures : ^* which are 9II com- 
prehended in this fayii^g ; Thou Ihalt love 
thy neighbour as thyfelf^/* A faying, 
tvhich, obferyed, piuft be of truly grca^: 
^nd fignal ufe in abating the miferies that 
diftrefled the world ; when mep pf all per- 
iuafions ^' livec} in continual malice and 
fsnvy; hgteful, and hating one another V 
•And as {q mirch depended, and ftil! depends, 
fih the due obferyance of this precept, our 
Saviour has been pareful to afcertain its 
itteaning ; and to guard it from tholp falfe 
and confined interpretations, vvhich the pcr- 
verfencfs of men ^ight put u|>on it. He 
has often inculcated^ that our benevolence 
ihould extend fo ai} j and that, yirhepeverwe 
?ire bleffed with an opportunity of ferving 
the interefU pf mankind, we fhould always 

« Matt. lii. 17. xvii. 5. 
^ Rom xiii. 9. 
• Tit. ill. 1. 
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embrace it with chearfuJiiefs and aiacHty; 
accounting every perfbn " our neighbour,*? 
who ftandft within our reach and influence. 
In confequence of this principle, we are en-» 
joined, as it i& lOM&t ; <^ to aA by others ia 
*vefy' circumftance, as we woald have others 
to adl by us ^:" that is, W6 are enjoined to 
make our own neaibnable wifhes and eK« 
pedations the rules of our condud towards 
other men^ Abd if we proceed by theft 
rukS) we (hall aev^ir wrong or injure any 
tnctn i but (hall ^^ render to all their dues £;'* 
alid to the uttno^ df our power promote 
iboth their fpiritual and temporal welfare. 
We (hall never be ra(l| in our judgment of 
others } but rather difpdfed to put a favour- 
able conClrudioil on all their adions. We 
<>iall be ready, ae we are required, to aflifl: 
them in their neceffities, and to fyzQpathize 
with them in theic afHiftions ; as well as to 

rejoice In the good that bcfals them^-^-^€« 



' Matth* vii. iz. 

I Rom. xiii. 7. 
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cially when it conceras the prpfperiiy pi 
their fouls. 

Now, as we are directed to tbeie thipg^ 
by the Go^l- rules, fo are we carried jtQ 
the performance of them by the natural it^*;* 
pulfe of thoife benevolent afiedions, which 
God has implanted in our conftitution. But 
in the intercourfe of life tbefe affe^ions ar^ 
liable to' b^ obftruftcd. The violence of 
enemies, and the fniblencf^ of oppreijforSy ar$ 
apt tQ fufpend their couiib, if pot tp excit^ 
difi^rent refentments. And therefore pur 
Saviour has been par^cularly foUcitpus tp 
open thein a pafikge through thefe c^flruc^ 
tions, and to teach thcfn, 'nptwi^hilanding, 
to flow op the world. To this end, h^ 
ihewed his dtfcipleSt pot only the jmifchie/ 
of retaliating injuries ; but tjie bafenefs of 
adlirig fo far bcaea^h ^thdr qhara6^efr. *' If 
ye love them that love yop, what (hanks 
have ye? for iinnerp ?lfo love tbofe who 
love them : And if ye do good to them only 
who do good to you, what thanks have ye? 

for finners alfo do even the iame ^** When 

, -■ ' ' • 

' Luke vL 12, 33. 
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jie had thus reprefented the incongruity of 
' jBidimg on fuch low prinpiples, he then exr 
iiort$ them to cultivate and exert the moil: 
liberal fentiments ; to alpire after the higheft 
perfeSion; and piakp their pwn benevQr 
Jence to refemble th^t pf God hitnlel£ 
?* But love ye your enenjie^ : blefs them that 
curfe you ; do goqd tq them that h^te you ; 
and pray for themy who defpitefuUy ufe yojj, 
and perfecute you; that ye ijiay be the 
phildren of your Father, who is in heaven : 
for he maketh his fun to rife oq the evil and 
pn the good ; and fendeth rain pn the juft 
and pn the unjuftK** And to fhew how 
abfblutely neceffary it is, that wp (hould b^ 
truly poffeflTed of this forfl;|ying temper ; of 
the difppfition to return good for evil ; h^ 
has not only Required u^ to infert it in our 
prayers, that <^ God would forgive us our 
jtrefpafles, as we fpfgiye others" thp offences 
conamit(ed againf^ ourfelves; but has alfp 
forewarned i|s in exprefs terms^ (h^t 'M^ w{^ 

* Myth. y. 44, 45. 

forgive 
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forgive not rtien their trefpaflcs, neilher will 
our heavenly Father forgive us K'^ 

But befides the duties of general benevo- 
lence, which we equally owe to all ; thera 
are others again, of a more contracted na- 
ture, arifing from certain relations in life, 
which are highly conducive to the enjoy- 
ments of it, and therefore deferve our parti-* 
cular regard. Such are the duties of magif* 
trates and fubjeAs, hufbands and wives, pa*^ 
rents and children, matters and fervants, 
and the like. And for the difcharge of 
thefe duties the Scripture affords us very ex* 
cellent precepts, an^ moft accurate di-- 
regions: fuch precepts and directions, as^ 
<luly attei^ded ton, cannot fail of preferving 
the order and welfare of foctety ; and of 
hiaking nations, f^imilie^, and individual 
happy. 

But to render this happinefs <::ompiete, 
we are bound moreover to obferve and prac*- 
tile the various duties, that relate toourfelves, 
Now, in order to lay a proper foundation for 
this branch of our conduft, the Scripture eq-? 

. s^ Matth. vi, 15. xviii. 35, 

5 joins 
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^ins us te regulate and improve our tem« 
pers ; to govern all our afFedions ^nd appe<* 
tites ; ^« and to bring every thought intocap* 
tivity to the obedience of Chrift^/* In 
confequence of this, we are directed *^ to 
live foberly**:*' that is, to cultivate and 
praftife that univcrfal fobriety, which re-r 
gards the whole of our compofition. Wc 
are to acquire that meeknefs, modefty, and 
humility, which are the fobriety of the 
mind; and th^t temperance, chaftity, and 
purity, whicTi are the fobriety of the body : 
-pnd which ferve, when united, to fupport 
the fovercignty of reafon and confoience; 
and to maintain the dignity of hunian na^ 
ture. 

Thefe virtues and graces are frequently 
and carneftly recommended to us, as efl'en- 
tial ingredients of the chriftian chara<9:er. 
And indeed with great propriety. For what 
pan be more becoming fuch imperfeft and 
iinful creatures as we are, than a niodei):, 
fneek, and humble depor|:ment ? And what, 

■» 2 Cor. X. ^. 

I Jit. 11. 3, ^, 6, 12. 
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i(^ general, q9n contribiate more, tb^Q theie 
are Icnown to do, tp the undifturbed enjoy-^ 
ment^, and real advantages, of life ? In thh 
fenfe it is true, that <! bleflcd are the meek j 
for they fhall inherit the earth ^" And it 
)s no lef? true, that ^' he who hun^hlpth 
himfelf* is in the ready way tp " be ex- 
alted p;'* if not tp the djgnitips ^nd eqaolur 
mejits of the world ; ypt to an high degrcp 
of efteem an4 refpe^ apong %\ic wife.^nd 
the worthy; 

And then again, as to the yirtups of p^1» 
fity apd tjpnipprance, how fi( and congnjpu^ 
is it, that the vvorihippers pf a pure and holy 
God fhould be careful and conftant in the 
exercife of them ! nay indeed, how neceflary 
|S it, that they Ihould keep jtliemfelyes from 
all the pollutipns both of flefh aq^ fp^li t 
fince we zjfc well affured j that, *< without 
holipefs'* and purity of heart, ** np man lha|l 
fee the Lord^'* 

• Matth. V. 5. 

. f Matth. xxiii. iZf 

^ Heb.xii. 14. 

Hence 
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Hence therefore, the Scripture reprifents 
it^ as the chief and continual bufinefs of a 
Chriftian, to watch the vafioiis emotions of 
concupifence ; ahd to preferve a clofe and 
flriA guard over all hid pailiohs : to maintain^' 
by all toeansi thaf felf^-govfernment and dit 
ciplihe, which is neceflary to fupprefs thd 
irregularities bf his defires; and to form 
daily fiich virtuous refolutions, as may dif- 
pofe him to " abftain from thofe flelhly 
lufts, which war againft^** and tend to de-^ 
ftroy, *' the foul '/* ' 

Now ilhefe are the great lines of that 
moral fyftem, which is delivered in the 
New Teftament. And from thefe main 
lines it evidently appears, that .the author of 
it entered into the true fpirit of morality j 
ahd proceeded in the jufieft form. He laid 
the foundation of it at the heart ; and erected 
the fuperftruAure according to confciencc. 
And whoever is fo wife as to obfer^^e his 
diredliohsy will gradually attain to the ut« 
moft perfe(^ion, that huihan nature is capable 

» 1 Pet. ii. II. 
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of. For hcre^ •* whatfoever things ar6 true^ . 
whatfbever things are honefi, whatfoever 
things are juft^ whatibever tluogs are pure^ 
whatfoever things are lovely, virtuous, and 
of good repoFt » — ** thcfe are all not only 
pointed to our view, but ftrongly recom- 
mended to our pradice: and recommended 
iK>t mei:ely9 according to the n^de of the 
ancient p^iloibphers, from the confiderations 
of prudence^ profit^ pkafure, decency, or re^ 
j)Utati9n ; but prefled vpoi> us as the will 
and command of that God, who is the ip^ 
vereign Lord of the luiiverfe; who k^aweth 
our moft iecr^t thoughts. ; and who will bring 
\is to anfwer, not ooly for the things we do^ 
but for the principles from which we do 
them^ 

Precepts. BXkA infttudlons of this flamp, ib 
Ivorthy of ^ a teacher eome from. God,'* 
{q conformable to the di^atea of right rejifon^ 
and &t conducive to the reformation a&d im^ 
provexnent of the woild,^ carry with tliem 
their own evidence* They ftand La need ot 
no foreign proofs, of no figns or miracles tc^ 

• Philip, iv. 8* 

fupport 
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fupport them. They naanifeft at onqe thetir 
own truth and excellence; and approve them* 
felves to every maa's confciencey as of per* 
fcdtly yure and divine original. 

And accordingly, it is obfervable, that our 
Saviour performed no mighty works^ no par^ 
ticular miracles, to confirm either the fitne^^ 
or the binding foree of his moraU practical 
precepts * ; but left them to ftaiid on thei? 
own bottom,, and t<x juftify themielves la 
the coramojii fenfe of. mankind : well affuredt 
from^lheir exaft conformity to the iii^ef^ 
tions of confcience, that they muft need$ 
gain the approbation of the wwl^; e(pe* 
cially when exemplified in life and prac- 
tice. 

This was the only evidence, this tht 
only recommendatioja they wanted^ And 

* Thou^ our SUviour performed no particular miracjes to 
i^lme tike iitneis of his qnor^ precepts ; yet the miracles^ which 
hp peiffor&pcd on onher mouatSj, contributed to give ijliem \m^ 
and authority, For as they (hewed he was a tcai;b£r that ck- 
ferved to be attended to*; fo they^ roufed and excited his heaters 
(6 pay a pvoper and fcecc^ing re^rd to whflt he taught and 
preached — ^and were fo far of ufc to enforce all his moral Icflbns 
and practical inflru6tion»« 

this 
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this evidetice, this recommendation, otir S^-^ 
viour difplayed add urged on their behalf^ iif 
the moft ferfefl: and afFeding manner. Whaf 
he taught, he pradifed. He not only ihewe^ 
IIS the way, wherein we fhould walk ; but 
walked himfelf before us in it* He {uffcttd 
US not to be guided merely by the dead letter^ 
but enlivened his precepts by Correipotident 
adlidns : <^ leavitig us an eicample, that wd 
Alight follow his fteps " *'. In him we inay 
behold a moft Complete |)^tera of the con- 
duct that is required of us* For his life, a& 
it is fet before us, was one continued courib, 
of the moft fubftantial, atid moft tatelltni 
virtues, A life of Angular piety, behevo* 
lence, purity, patience, meeknefs, and re-^ 
iignation ; and of every thing good and 
praife-worthy : and confequently a life, that 
iieceffarily muft, and afkually did, by its 
amiablenefs and excellency, engage the un* 
prejudiced and well-difpofed to form theit 
behaviour according to it. For it is fufE- 
ciently known, how foon, and how readily^ 

/» I ?eu ii. 2i» 

the 
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the primitive difcipks •* renounced,'* under 
the influence of their noafter^s exanaple, all 
" the hidden things of difhonefty ; and with 
what fimplicity and godly finceHty thty 
planned and conducted their whole conver*. 
fation, amidd a crooked and perverfe gene- 
ration, among whom they fhone as lights 
in the world V* 

And hence we are furnifhed with a full 
and determinate anfwcr to a queftion, that 
has often been "propofed to the dilparagement 
of the Chriftian Icheme^ The queftion I 
mean is this ! " Why was the inftitution of 
our holy religion laid down in the way of 
hiftory ; and not rather in fome itiore me- 
thodical 01* fyftematic fofm?** And the an- 
fwer to it is, that the form, in which our 
religion now appears^ is attended with fome 
great and peculiar advantages, which could 
not be obtained in any other way ^ Mere 

» 1 Cotv iv. «.-*-i. I a. Phil# ii. i^. 
y See Bp. Law's Theory of ReKg. part ii. p. loS^ cd. ph. 
Jeffery's Camnieacemcnt Scrm- among his Difcourfcs, roU II* 

Vol. II. N dogftiatical 
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dogmatical inftitutes are dry and unaSfeGdng^ 
Subtil^ dlfcourfes on the nature, tendencies, 
and ededls of virtue, are too refined for com- 
mon underftandings. And a methodical 
iyftem of divinity would afford us, at befl, 
but an ideal, unanimated knowledge of duty* 
Whereas, on the contrary,, in the hiflory of 
our Saviour's life, we have the mofl: perfect 
reprefentation of true religion, accommodated 
to all capacities ; and the moil powerful in« 
ducements to obedience, adapted to work on 
all conftitutions. Here we fee it vifibly de- 
monilrated, that the things taught are not 
merely fpeculative, but rather pra£tical, 
truths: were not intended only to amule 
and entertain the mind ; but to regulate and 
improve the manners. Here we alfo fee, , 
that the things required are not beyond the 
reach of our abilities. However weak we are 
in ourfelves, ^^. we may neverthel^fs ac-. 
complifh all through Chrift, who flrengthens 
us*/' The apoflles and firfl difciples are 
witneflTes to the world of what human nature 

• • • • % 

• « • n 

» Phil. iv. 15. 

r 
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is able to perform tinder the influence of the 
divine fpiritl And iinee ^* thej were raeri 
of like paffibns with ourfelires %'* and yet ran 
acdurfe of fuch confummate virtue ; their 
coadu£): is a call and encouragement to us,' to 
bfecome in our degrees « followers of thezrij 
as they were of Chrift Jefus ^.'* 

From what has been faid it is bbviouS to 
infer^ of what infinite fervice fuch a pure 
and excellent iyftem of morals muft needs 
be to a corrupted world, over-rUn with the 
abominations of vice and idolatry; Where- 
evcr it Was adopted,, and heartily embraced^ 
it wrpught a moft wonderful and happy 
change^ Triue piicty^ gentle difpofitio'ns, and 
purity of manners fuccecdfd into the place 
of blind fuperflitiori, brutal pafEons, aind- 
inordinate luftsi , .Under the benign afpeft 
of this noble inftrtUtion, all kinds of vtrtod 
fpruog up apace: all kinds of virtue Con- 
tinued to flourifh; while men continued to. 
attfend,; as they ouglit,' to the facred injunc* 



» A(5l8 xiv. I C* 
■* I Cor.' xi. t. 
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tiom delivered to them. If Chriftiand have 
abated of their former zeal ; if their virtues 
are now fewer, and of a lower ftile^ than 
they were before ; the misfortune is chiefly 
owing, to their having too little regard and 
rqfpedt to the life and conduct of our ble^d 
Mafter. Nor is there any method naore 
likely to recover them to the praftice of ge* 
nuine piety and goodnefs; than to endea- 
vour, if pofiible, to engage their ftudies to 
the laws of the Gofpel ; and to fix their me- 
ditations on the charadler of Chrift. For 
our ftudies, fo directed, will improve us 
greatly in the knowledge of our duty ; and 
our meditations, fa employed, wrll naturally 
incite us to the«faithful difchargd of it. 
*♦ While we are mufing^' on the charms of 
fo lovely a chara£ber as that of our Saviour, 
•« the fire" of admiration «• will kindle** in 
our breafts, and quicken our powers to tt^ 
tempt its refemblance, 

' Let us therefore be perfoaded to ^' iettbe 

Lord always before us ;" directing our courfe 

by the light,, and taking courage from the 

influence, of his example ; till, being firft 

J made 
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made like to him in holinefs, we be finally 
made like to him in glory ; and from tread* 
ing in his (leps below, be admitted to the 
honour of filling up his train above— 
" following the Lamb whither foever he 
goeth ^ :" 

To whom, with the Father and the Holy 
Ghoft, be afcribed all honour, adoration, 
and praife, ^c. Amen. 

* Rev. xir. 4. 
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Rom. vii. 22 — 25. 

For I delight in the law of God after the in-- 

ward man. 
But I fee another law in my members^ warring 

againft the law of my mind^ and k^^inging me 

into captivity to the latv ofjin^ which is in 

my members. 
O wretched man that J am I whojhall deliver 

me from the body of this death f I thank God 

through Jefus Chrijl our Lord* 

IN my laft Difcourfe, I laid before you, 
according to the order of the method pro- 
pofed, a brief fummgry of that lyftem of 

. . t N 4 morals. 
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morals, which is delivered in the New TeC- 
tament. A fyftem that appears, even from 
foch a general and imperfeft reprefentation, 
to bp highly reafonable, juft, and good ; 
worthy of a teacher come from God ; and 
iiianifeftly conducive to the imptoven^cnt 
and pcrfeftion of human nature: and confer 
quently a fyftem, which men muft need 
heartily approve ; muft need embrace with 
warm complacency ; as what they could re- 
joice to be conformed to in the completeft 
manner, and in the higheft degnee* , 

But, whatever efteem they meiitally en- 
tertained for, and whatever deligl^t, as 
sdluated merely by the principle bf reafbn, 
they might take in, this revealed law;. yet 
iio'fooner didtltey attempt to follow its di-r 

reftipns, and adt up to the meafure' oF its 

« ' • ' 

obligations, but they ^* found apothex," and 
quite oppofife" *^ law in their members, war- 
ring againft the law of their mihds, and 
bringing them into captivity to that law 
t)f fin, AVhich is feated in the fleftly app?- 

- • • • » • 

' ^ Ronuvii. 22, 23. 

Hence 
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: Hcbee then it became ncceflaiy to thek 

"v^elfare and Itappinefs, riiat <^ this body 

ef fio^V' this iftrotig p^revakncj of the' fen- 

iual appetites, ihduld be aboliihed. ami: d^- 

ftroyed ; that men, *« being delivered froda 

the^ bosidage of corruptiori," might be pHced 

at libisrty to prciecute the works of truth 

and righteoufncfs. In thfc piDfecutton of 

tliefe works, they would find tlKshfelves 

^ebie and weak ; wbilft the temptations of 

th* iMtld prfeffed againft them with force 

and vigour. ' And tl;^refbre, to make good 

their waytr itbecamd ^irther neceiTary, that 

they 'fiiould bei iTuppliod aod endowed with 

/<ich'jati addition of ftit^hgth, as might tnabie 

them ito wkhfland ifftl - oppoling. ditHculties; 

^nd to ^bdiie ^eryicregular pailion to the 

^ri£t obediencib of uhd di\^k^ef cdmmsmdb. 

In a' woirdf is phe>]^^ \im cf God is: ^iritud, 

mdimtn are carnal,'^ prone aiid jaddi££ed to 

(ttl; 'it'Was abfblutety^oe^efikry, that .ainew 

principle of life and holitieis IhoulU be in- 

fufed into their hearts — to correal their de- 

pravity, to fandify.tl;ipir affe^iofjfi,, and to 

invigorate their powers for nofakr and more 

perfeft 
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perfeft fcrvices: that^. ^* being made. free 

*from fin» • and become ferv^nts to God, thej* 

might have at prefent their fruit urito hor 

line(s, afad in the eiid attain to .everlailing 
life^V .. 

- No Wwthis grand requifitc, the bafis of aU 
moral improvemiiot, J^fus Chrift, -aS the 
/author of falvatiwi, fupplied.ia the moft 
abimdanf ; mieafure. For tO; thofe( :who be- 
lieve in him. hd prttmifed the afiiibance of 
theJioiySpirit, to help thjeii: infirmities, and 
•carrjr them forwards ia the ways of gddli- 
uefs % .By the grace and iuiliieQce of this 
fpirit *.< they are delivered from the flavery 
x)f iin and Satan into the glorious .liberty, 
rand, illuftrious privileges, of the {om of 
'.God/-^.'*. They are xjuickoed mto a new 
.life, and renovated in the temper and dif- 
^pofition of their mind. The decayed frame 
of their foul is not only repaired* luad! re- 
formed ; but its powers are improv€Bd;aod 
enlarged. * The motid readily they fuhmit 

^ Kom« vi. 22* 

■ Rpm«-vHi. 26. Ephef*. iu.-i6» •• -• 
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to the guidance of the ipirit, the ,naorc 
perfeft they becono^. They arp whence en- 
dowed with higher faculties, with quicker 
appreheBfions,. witii better judgisdents, with 
purer inclinations, and with nobler affe6lions, 
than they were poffcffed of before : fo that, 
in the language of Scrij)tiire, they are iaid 
to be ** mew men," .«?¥?; '* new creatures;" 
** born again, and (ottned according to the 
inaage of God. in righti^pufncfs and true ho- 
linefs « :' * th^ is, ^< they are fo ftrengthned 
with might by the Holy Spirit in the innejr 
man ^," as to be able to live in a ftrifter con*- 
fbrmity to the divine commands ; and to re- 
femble their Maker in higher degrees, and 
more worthy refp^^ls; than they could have 
done in their natural ftate. In ftiort, *'.they 
are, or may be^ complete in him; being 
thoroughly furnifhcd unto all gqod works \'* 
#* And therefore there is now no condemna- 
tion to them who are in Chrift Jefus, who 
walk not after the Hefli, but after the Ipirit, 

s 2 Cor. V. 1 7. Ephef. iv. 24. 

^ Epjhef. iii. 16. 

^ Col. ill 10. 2 Tim* Hi. 27. 

For 
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Tor the kw'of ,the ipirk of life |n Ghrift 
Jefus halili madfe them -free fpom the law of 
fiitatid death ^'^ > ^^ ^ 

Such We're th6 ' fiiflplled, akb^ and[afiHl>- 

' . • •• . 

ances^ which Ghrift prdmHed bikI engiged 
to provide fbr the itidral w^ntsand infirmi* 
tics of his difciple^ And what he fbpro- 
mifcd, hte ga^^e' tb*t» 'faii and TartdoobiEd 
proof he could likewife perform^ For cotfid 
thej doubt,' whether he^ who delivered men 
contifiually from the poflefliott of Satan, 
c6uld :^Ifo defend them agaifti): h($ aflauhs ? 
Con Id they do^bt, whether fae^ who' iniracu- 
louffly fupplied the -n^wiUties of nature, 
ccmld impart the requifife fuccours of grace ? 
Could they doubt, whether he, who cuced 
the rhaiarfies, defedl^, and infirmities of the 
hody, could alfo cmis the wrong difpofitions 
and dtffeafes of the* riAiiid ? 

But thefe arguments, -obvious aj'they are, 
may yet, perhaps, leave the point in fome 
obfcurity. Let ns therefore bring it into a 
clearer light. And to this parpofe be it here 

^ Rom. viii. i, 2. 

•"1 

pr emifed^ 
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preimreds that all the wifer moraUds, G^- 
tiles as well as Jews '9 commonly defcribed 
the human nature under a two-fold diilinc* 
tion-^that of the inward and the outward 
man ; and fpoke of the one as a type or re- 
pre^ntation of the other. Hence then the 
difcafe^ of the body prefent themfelves in 
another view; quite different from that in 
which they were feen before, confidered as 
the confequences, and the chaftifements of 
fin* They appear now to be natural em- 
blems of the feveral diforders and deprava*. 
tions of the foul. And therefore every mi- 
raculous cure of any particular diftemper of 
the body became^ of courfe, a fignificant em- 
blem of the power of Chrift to remove the 
correfppodent, depravation of the mind- Fre- 
quent intimations of this fort the attentive 
reader will .find difperfed through various 
parts of the Golpcl, Nor are ihere fome in- 
ftances, wanting, where the application is 
made in dire(^ and exprcfs terms. 

1 Plat. deKep. Ub. iv. PtortN. £iinead.lilx L Hi^mbci, 
in Aur. Carm. Pythag. Rom. vii. Z2, 2 Cor. iv, i6« 

Chrift 
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Ghrift often declared, that he was come 
into the world to remove the ignorance, and 
to enlighten the under (landing, of mankind «. 
To prove this, he reftored fight to thole 
who were blind. To make it appear, that 
he was able, as he affirmed, to remove the 
blindnefs, the fpiritual blindnefs, of errour 
and ignorance ; he frequently cured that cor- 
poreal blindnefs, which is the moft natural 
emblem or image of it. And that fuch cures 
were peculiarly dcligned, as they were ex- 
quifitely adapted, to confirm the truth of 
this dodlrine ; is evident from the refledlion 
which our Saviour makes, previous to his 
cure of the blind man, recorded in t^c IXth 
of John. As long, fays he, as *^ I am in 
the world, 1 am the light of the world ■/* 
By this he turned their thoughts to himfelf, 
as to the fountain of light and knowledge ; 
and led them to confider the miracle he was 
about to perform, as a direft evidence of 
what he had afl'erted. He reftored, or ra- 



" John viii. 12, xii. 3^, 36. 46. 
" Ver. g. 
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ther reformed ^ the man*s eyes to the per- 
ception of light; and thereby ihewed he 
could alio reftore, or reform the mind to the 
perception of knowledge. And it was plainly 
with the fame view, when he obferved how 
the malice and perverfenefs of the Jews 
with-held them from admitting this'neceflary 
confequence, that he afterwards fubjoined, 
m allufion to the miraculous cure he had 
wrought, that ** for judgment he was 
come into this world; that they who fee 
not, might fee ; and that they who lee, 
might be made blind p/' 

The Scripture informs us, that* <^ the Son 
of God was for thispurpofe manifefted, that 
he might utterly deftroy the works of the 
dcviH; and redeem us from the power of 
Satan to himfelf." Now to convince the 
world of his ability to accomplifli this ar- 
duous undertaking, he frequently d flodged 

** As the perfon was born blind, and never hai hi eye-fight, 
our Saviour not only recovered^ but made his eyes. Hence St. 
Cyprian, fpeaking of this cirei fa/St Oculos formaflet. De« 
Patient. § 4, 

9 Johnix. jp. 

1 I John iii. 8. 

or 
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or cad out devils; and delivered the ipoT* 
fefl'ed from their tormenting power'. And 
his cafling them out in fo wonderful a man^ 
ner, was a proof by example of his being 
come to overturn the kingdom of darknefs; 
and of his1>eing endowed with authority to 
check and controul the ufurped dominion of 
our grand enem^. This application is our 
Saviour's owm For when the fevcnty re- 
joiced, that ^' the devils, through his name, 
werefubjeft unto them ; he anlwercd and 
faid, <^ I beheld Satan, as lightning, fall froin 
heaven*, &c.'* — his power is broken; his 
dominion, deftroyed: and the fuperiority, 
which you have now fhewn in miraciiloufly 
difpolTefiing daemons, is a proof and a 
pledge of the fpiritual conqueft, which 
you, and aU my faithful difciples, fhall 
finally obtain over them and their prince V* 
So our Saviour direds us to conclude. 
But in thefe and other inftances, the con- 

' Matth. vxii* iS. ix« 52, ike. xls. 22. xvii. l^. Mark u 
23, &c»uL ti» V. d-^15. vUr 2^; Ike. su 17, &c« Ifttke in 
3 J, &c. viii. 26, &c. be. 38 — 42, xL 14* 

« Lukex. 17, 18. 

« Ibid. Tcr. 19. ^ • . ^ 

nedlion 
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nedtioa between the miracles and do£(rines: 
is ib very natural, fo clofe and dlfcernible, 
that it could hardly have been overloaked^ 
though Chrift had never pointed it out* 
His having, however^ pointed it out, is of 
lingular ufe and fervice. It fei-ves to (hew^ 
that what infidek urge concerning the dis- 
parity of miracles and doftrines **, is entirely 
faHe and frivolous. It ferves to (hevsr, that 
there is the lame flri<5l relatibn, the fame in* 
violable conne^flion, between the miracles and 
doftrtnes of Chrift, as there is between ex- 
periments in natural philofophy and the con- 
cluiion;^ that refult from them. And hence 
it like wife ferves to (hew, after ^^hat man^ 
ner we may fafely apply thofe other mira- 
cles, which are not applied by Chrift him- 
felf. We may confider, for example, his 
reftoring the lame, weak, and palfied mem- 
bers of the body, as a fpecimen of his power 
to reftore the enfeebled, benumbed, and dif- 
cortcd faculties of the. mind* His cures, of 

« This is Spinosa's boafted argument : but what little reafbn 
he had to boaft of it, is, I truft, now appsJrent. ♦ 

Vol. IL O leprofies 



/ 



194 SERM6N XX. 

leprofies and all other loathfome difeafcsj^e 
may confider as tokens of the power he pbf- 
fefled to cleanfe the foul from the pollutions 
of fin. In fine, we may confider his mak-* 
ing men, however difeafed, all on a fudden 
vigorous and healthy ; as; an earneft of his 
making them, provided they followed his 
moral inftruftions, eminently good, virtuous, 
and happy. 

But his ability in this refpeft was not only 
evidenced by thefe remoter analogous in- 
ftances ; it was moreover exemplified in the 
actual manifeftation of the genuine promifed 
effeds. For his difciples,' in confequ^nce' of , 
their mafl:er's promife, were endowed %vith 
fuch '* wilHom, as their adverfaries could 
neither gaii:iray or refift *i" They were in* 
fpired with fuch a love of truth, as rendered 
them indefatigable' in the propagation 6f it. 
They were totally altered in the temper of 
their minds ; and transformed into new crea- 
tures. The power of the fpirit was vifible 
in the improvements which they made by 

'^ Luke xxi. 15, 

•f 

his 
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his affiftanee. . For they no longer lived the 
reft of their time in the evil culioms and vi- 
cious praftices of the world ; but, ever at- 
tentive to that which was sood, << walked in 
the commandments of .he Lord, blame- 
lefs y." Hence then they abounded in all the 
fruits of truth and righteoufnefs, in the 
midft of a crooked and perverfe generation » 
among whom they (hone as bright and glo- 
rious lights '." And though they laboured 
under peculiar difficulties, and were obliged 
to " wreftle not_only againft flefh and blood, 
but alio againft principalities and powers, 
againft the rulers of the darknefs of this 
world, and againft fpiritual wickednefs in 
high places ; yet in all thefe things they 
were more than conquerors, through him that 
ftrengthned them »•'* 

And, as the promife was not folely made 
to them ; but alfo, in confideration of the 
like neceffity, ** to their children after them; 
and to all that were afar off, even as many as 

y Luke i. 6. 

* Philip, ii. i^. 

* Ephef. vi. 12, 

O 2 the 
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the Lord our God (hoiild call^;** fo the fife 
and converfation of every fincere and pious 
Cbriftian exhibits a clear and fenfible dd- 
monftration, that Chrift ftill abides wrrhliis 
church ; and that he continues to impart fuch 
Spiritual fuccours to all her members, as are 
fuitable to their circumftances, and adequate 
to their wants. 

Having then fuch promifes of fuper-natu- 
ral grace, and fuch affurances given us for 
the accomplifhment of them ; how thankful 
ought we to be to God for this maryel^dius 
inftance of his regard and kindnefs ! Hetaight 
juflly liave left us in that low, weak, and 
wretched condition, to which we had per- 
verfely reduced ourfelves^ But ^* when we 
were thus without ftrength%*' opprefled by 
guilt, and quite unequal to the praftice Of 
holinefs, *Vbe mercifully faved us/' cleanfed 
us from our fins, ftrengthned our infirmi- 
ties, and exalted our powers to the meafure 
of our duty ; " by the waihing of regenera* 

** Aelsii. 39. 
• Horn. V. 0. 

tion, 
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tion, and renewing of the Holy Ghoft'/* 
If we are now fufficient for that which is 
goody ** it is not of ourfelves, as of our- 
iiblves ; but our fufficiency is of Gods" And 
therefore with what grateful praife (hould wc 
celebrate his mercy, in that he condefcends 
,to dwell in our hearts by his fpirit ; and fo 
to operate on our minds and wills, as to re- 
pair that image of his, in which he at firft 
^created us, by <' creating us again in Chrid: 
Jcfus unto good works ^;*' and fitting us for 
the enjoyment of that eternal happinefs for 
which he originally defigned us. 

But then it fhould be remembered, that 
^* this fpirit of promife/* however neceffary 
to Qur improvement and happinefs, will not 
be conferred but on certain conditions. For 
as it is well known, that, with regard to the 
difeafes pf the body, they only obtained a 
cure, and happily experienced the return of 
health, who applied {hemfelvcs to Qhrift In 



a Tit, ill. s, 
• 2 Cor. iii, 5, 
£phef. ii* ip« 
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faitbf andpunftuallybblervedhis diredlionsj 
fo it is no lefs manifeft, that, with regard to 
the difeafes of the foul, they only can hope 
to receive the falutary influences of the Holy 
Spirit, who are fervent in their prayers for 
the divine affiftance ; and diligent in the ufe 
of thofe appointed means, whereby God has 
engaged to difpenfe it. A confideration that 
may juftly alarm thofe, who negleft or 
defpife the ordinances of religion. Their 
Gonfcierice tells them they are not fo good 
as they ought to be ; and yet, while they 
continue to neglect the proper means, it is 
impoflible they (hould grow better. For by 
liich neglefts they do, as it were, break 
down the conduits of all heavenly influences; 
and flop the current of divine grape from 
flowing in upon their fouls. 

But when we have ufed the appointed 
mf ans, and are confequently blefled with the 
invaluable gift of the Holy Spirit; let u$ 
ilill be careful to comply with his fecret, 
J)ioiis fuggeftions ; and be ready to co-operate 
with his gracious motions. The advantage 
of liaving God's hejp, far from rendering it 

unnecefliary 
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unneceffary to help ourfelves, obliges us to 
k in a peculiar manner. We are therefore 
to ** work out our own falvation, becaufe 
he worketh in us both to will atid to do, of 
his good pleafure^.'* For it is a great ag- 
gravation of every fin, that, by running 
into the commiffion of it, we quench and 
ftifle all the good and pious motions, excited 
by the Ipirit of God in our hearts. And it 
is a great incitement to our endeavours of 
performing every duty, that with fuch aids 
we may be fure of fuccefs. For ** greater 
is he that is in us, than he that is in the 
world ^y And the almighty power of this 
divine afliftant feems to be in Scripture fo 
particularly {et before us, with a view to ani- 
mate us in our Chriftian warfare. And to 
this end. it is pobly adapted. For what farther 
encouragement can we need, to engage us 
in the vigorous profecution of our duty ; than 
to be well aflured, as we are affured, that, let 



I Philip ii, 12, 13, 
^ Johniv. 4, 
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our difficulties be what they will, " we may 
be more than conquerors, through him 
that ftrengthens,'* guides, and fupports 
^* us • ?" ' 

If this, which was intended to infpire us 
with courage, (hould unhappily render us 
carelefs and prcfumptuous ; then are we, 
on the other hand, frequently apd forcibly 
admonilhed to conlider,. that, how power- 
ful foever our afliftant is, yet we muft not 
expert he (hould perform the whole that 
is incumbent upon us. We have our part 
to aft; and, having prepared us for it, it 
is his only to help our endeavours. And 
therefore it behoves us to take heed to 
ourlelves, *' that we receive not the grace 
of God in vain ^ — -" to take heed to ouf- 
felves, ^' that we work out our falva- 
tion with fear and trembling ^ :*' for if 
we fail, we fail at Jaft by our own re- 
miifnels. 



« 



» Phil. iv. 13. 
^ 1 Cor. vi. u 

iPhil, ii. 12/ 

• ? 'yV'f re 
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W^re we inclined to humour the vein 
oiF curiolity, feveral qtieftioiis might here 
be agitated, concerning the mode of the 
divine operation, and its confiftency w^ith 
free wtIL But— to Ipeak the truth, and 
obviate the impertinence of fuch queftions— < 
in what manner the Holy Spirit afts upon, 
and influences our minds, it is no more, 
our concern to know; than if was the 
concern of the difcafed in Ifrael to ktiovv 
how Chrift cured their bodies. Both 
operations feem to be analogous ; and are 
both perhaps equally inexplicable. It was 
fufficient for the difeafed, that they ob- 
tained relief: and it is fufficient for us^ 
that we arc vouchfafed affiftance. The 
power of Chrift to heal, was manifcft 
from the cures he wrought : and the power 
of the Spirit to fandlify, is manlfeft from 
the reformation of finners. The reality 
both of the one and the other operation 
ftands attefted by the confequent effeds. 
They that were cured and reftored to health, 
proved that they were fo, by perfonning 

all 
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all the fundions and actions of a {bund 
and healthy body; by difcharging the, 
offices of the animal life. And they that 
are fanftified, prove themfelves, in like 
manner, to be under the government and 
influence of the Holy Spirit, by excrcifing 
all the virtues and graces of a religious and 
fpiritual life; by forming their temper, and 
adjufting their conduft, to the precepts and 
example of Chrift. 

This proof then we fhould be folicitous 
to exhibit, for the benefit of the world, 
and our own cpmfort. All pretences to 
the Spirit, grounded on any other bottom', 
are vain and delufive. For « as many as 
are led by the Spirit of God "," are care- 
ful to obey the commandments of God ; 
and to bring forth fruits worthy of thi 
Spirit. Now " the fruits o^ the Spirit 
are in all goodnefs, righteoufnefs, and 
truth ° :*' that is, confiil in the praftice of 



"^ Rom. viii. 14, 
»^ Ephef. T. 9. 
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aii moral virtues; and more efpecially in 
the exercife of benevolence^ juftice, fince« 
rity, purity, temperance apd peace. ** If 
thefe things be in us, and abound %** they 
ihew, undeniably fhew, that we are aduated 
by a divine principle. A principle that 
•* will not permit us to be either inaAive, 
or unfruitful, in the knowledge of our 
lord Jefus Chrift^•• " But he that lapketh 
thefe things, is blind'' to his own advan* 
tage; <* fees not'* the heinoufnefs of re- 
fifting the motions of the Holy Spirit ; " and 
is ftrangely forgetful*' of his baptifmal en- 
gagements ; and of that ** purification from 
fin S" which, if he had not been want- 
ing to himfelf, he might certainly have 
obtained in virtue of that ordinance, by 
which he was initiated into the Chriftian 
church. 

And fince it muft prove of the moft fatal 
confequence, to fall from thofe hright views 

• 2 Pet. i. I. 

P Ibid. 

"> |bid, ver. 9 ; and the Commentators on the place. 

and 



1(54 S E R M O N XX. 

iiid exalted privileges^ which Chriftiwlty 
fet5 before us ; let us ** therefore^ my breth^ 
renv endeavour with fo mudi the nwrp di- 
ligence to make our calling and eiedtioa 
fure V Let us ftrivc, by the divine aflift* 
ande, tx> atifwer the good purpofe of God 
concerning us. Let us labour feithfully in 
our vocation and mintftry : and ftudy to 
fulfil, as far as we are able, all the obliga<- 
tioris of duty. '^ If we do thefc things, wc 
(hall never fall •/' God will fupport us with 
communications of grace, fuitable to our 
ftate and ncceffities: tvill render us equal to 
the difficulties of our warfare ; and bring 
it at laft to a glorious iffue, ** For fo an en- 
trance fliall be richly and abundantly mi- 
niftered unto us," to admit us 'Vinto the 
everlafting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour 
Jefus Chrift ^" We fhall not only be fecure 
of obtaining happinefs there ; but fhall be 
received into it with circumftances of dif- 
tinguiihed honour. For thofe graces, which 

' z Pet. i. xo. 

» Ibid. 

^ Ibid. vcr. II, ^eeDoD&iDG£.'«Faxn. Exp. 

adornt^l 
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adorned our profeffion here on earth, will 
attend us at laft:, in a radiant train, to thofe 
heavenly manfions of blifs and glory, which 
the divine mercy (hall then affign us, 
through the merits and mediation of Jefus 
Chrift. 

To whom, with the Father and the Holy 
Ghofl, be afcribed, as is mod: due, all ho- 
nour, adoration, and praife, both now and 
for ever- more, jimen. 
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2 Tl M. i. 10* 

jind hath brought life and immortality to lights 

through the GofpeL 

WE have already fcen, what a perfeft 
and complete rule of life Jefus 
Chrift has delivered in the Gofpel for the 
moral improvement of mankind. And we 
have alfo feen, what powerful afliftances he 
has gracioufly vouchfafed to enable them to 
obey its direftions. 

But, notwithftanding mankind were thus 
cnlightned with the knowledge of their duty, 

and 
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and ftrengthned likewifi with abilities to 
perform it ; yet, as they found themfelves 
obliged to refrain from many things which 
appeared deiirable, and to embrace as many 
that were very grievous, to flefh and blood ; 
fo was it moreover neceffary, that fbme 
weighty and affecting motives (hmild^be prO-» 
pofed and laid before them, to difpofe and 
determine them to ad accordingly :— mo- 
tives fufficient, as well to reftrain them from 
the purfuit of vice under its moft engaging 
appearance ; as to urge them forwards in 
the praftice of virtue againft the moft preC» 
iing difcouragements. 

But fuch motives could not be drawn from 
any thing that occurred in the prelent ftate- 
The arguments founded on the dignity, ami- 
ablenefs, and ad vantage.sof virtue, how clearly 
foever and elegantly difplayed, had bat lit- 
tle efFeft on the general conduft of mankind; 
and were much too weak to with ft and the 
violence of ftrong temptations, and the ter- 
rours of fevere and alarming trials. To men, 
wbofc views were con&ned to this world, 
tl>at. conduct muft necefiarily appeai; by far 

the 
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the wifeft and moft advantageous, which: 
was moft likely to eafe them of the pains 
and troubles, and to procure thtm the plea- 
sures, of the prefent life. And fince the 
pleafures and pains, or the happinefs and 
mifery of the prefent lifcj are by no means 
regularly connected with the moral charafter 
of mankind ; but rather difpenled in a feem- 
ingly promifcuous and indiltriminate man* 
ner ; it is obvious to conclude, that perfons^ 
actuated by the foregoing principles, would 
naturally be led to facrifice the intereft of dif- 
trefled virtue to the engaging allurements of 
more profperous vice* 

But, though the appetites and paflions 
generally prevailed^ and inclined them to 
low and unworthy purfuits; yet there ftill 
fubfifted in every man's breaft an indelible 
fenfe of the manifefl: difference between good 
and evil j and the di<5lates of confciencie, felt 
within % forcibly prefled them to avoid the 
one, and to embrace the other. Hence they 
^perceived themfelves to be as tvell moral, as 
rational, agents; and confequently account- 



^ Dominans ille In nobis c'cus* Ciccrd* 
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able for all their actions. And fince they 
clearly faw, from the prefent unequal dif- 
penfations of providence, that a proper ac- 
count of human adions was i^ot taken in 
this world ; the wifeft and moft confiderate 
of them reafonably inferred, or rather feel- 
ingly prefagcd, that there muft be of ndcef- 
fity a future Hate ; in which all tbefe things 
would be finally fettled, and every oiie fliould 
receive the juft and due reward of his 
deeds. 

Such notice did nature fuggeft concerning 
the reality of another life* And upon this 
notice, ftren^thned perhaps by traditionary 
accounts, the world entertained fome con- 
fufed belief of a future invifibleftate, througli- 
out all ages. But this belief, however uni- 
verfal, was fo weak and languid, that it 
could never fupport the caufe of virtue ; ef- 
pecially when ftruggling with difficulties and 
diftrefs. In that cafe, men flood in need of 
fuller evidence ; and feem in truth to have 
occafionally obtained it, in a degree aiul 
manner fuited to their peculiar conditions 
and capacities* In general however, man- 
kind 



S E R il O N XXt. Hi 

kii>4 W^re left entirely to themfelvea, and 
to tbfiif own reaibttings. AM the effect 
W4s^ that t;hey fbon funk into dpuhts and 
nnpertaitities, whiph they knew iiot bdw to 
difpel. 

When eoajmon fenft was thus at A fian4 
ioeie affift^nce, perhaps, might be cxpe£ted 
frpna philoibphy* But the phUofophers, in-^ 
ilejid of clearing it up, involved the fubjedi 
in greater obfcuritj^j and perplexed the 
world with their various and €ontradi(9tory 
opinions ftbout it* Some affiritied, that the 
foul died and J)eri(hcd with the body : others 
Qiaintainedi that it was intorrtiptible ahd 
ipipaortal ; but the far greater part of them 
fluiftuated perpetually in their fentiments^ un* 
able to defermine where to' fix K 

While it laboured therefore tiflder fuch 
inconfiftencies^ the doiSfine of immortality 

* Sunt, qui difccfTum ahimi a corpora putent efle mortem; 
Suni, qui nullum cen.'int fieri difcelliim, icd una anirt]fuifn et 
corpus occiderc, animumque jh corpore exitingui, Q^i difce- 
dere ariimuiii cenfent, alii flatim diffipari, alii diu pcfftianerc^ 
alii fcmper. Cicefon: Tufcul. Difp. I. i. c. ix, Harum frn" 
tentiarum qua? vera fit dens slliquls videi it ; cpx verifimiMimal 
n^gRft quarf^io eft. Ibid. c. xt. 

Pi «hd 
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and a future ftate could be of little or nd 
lervice to the real purpofes' of virtue and 
godlinefs. Of this indeed its moll: ftrenu- 
ous advocates feem to have been fully fen- 
fible. For it is very remarkable, that^ 
though they treated fo largely and fb fre- 
quently of the rewards and puniflhments of 
another life ; yet, they ieldora or never at- 
tempted to apply them td any of thofe pious 
and noble ends, which they were excellently 
fitted to anfwer. They feldom or never ap- 
plied them to the fuppreffion of vice, or the 
encouragement of virtue. They never ap- 
plied them, ekher to reftrain the giddy ca- 
reer of the thoughtlefs and abandoned ; or 
to comfort the well-diipofed under the va- 
rious troubles of this mortal life, and raife 
themabove the fear of death. The argu- 
ments they ufed for thefe purpofes were 
drawn from other topics : from the bafenefs 
and infamy of an evil courfe ; and from the 
credit and reputation that attended a good 
one : from the futRciency of virtue for the 
completion of its own happlnefs : and from 
the coniideration that things, which cannot 

be 
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be avoided, fhould be cheerfully and courage- 
oufly endured y. Arguments of infinitely- 
weaker force than thofe which are fuggefted 
by the hopes and fears, that nature has im- 
planted in every mind, with regard to the al- 
lotments of futurity. 

But thiSj alas ! was not the worft. Phi- 
lofophy, at length, did greater mifchief. It 
even deadened the influence of thcfe natural 
paffions ; and deprived virtue of its ftrongeft 
guards. For, as by reprefenting Hades (the 
placQ of departed, but virtuous, fouls) to 
be a glooiTiy and difconfolate region *, it 

damped 

y Vide Ciceroii. Tiifcul. Difputationes, lib. li. & iv, et alibi 
pafTini. 

* Thus Homer, the great divine of the heathen world, re- 
prefents the fouls in Hades as difconfolate, and lamenting their 
condition. See 

Iliad xvi. 856. "Vv^n ^'«V. pifi/w, &c, 

OdyiT. xi. 488. Bu^otjMrjv k fva^v^®', &cc, 

-— xxiv, 6. -flj J'oT* wKTi^ihi, &cCf 
And though Plato, in the beginning of his third Repuhlk^ 
cenfures thefe pafTages, and would have them expunged, as in- 
jurious to the welfare of fociety ; fince they tend to weaken the 
courage of men, and make them afraid of death : yet is he obliged 
to acknowledge in his Cratylus, that the fentiments contained 
therein were fo deeply fixed in the minds of the common people, 

P 3 that 
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damped tht hopes of goD<l m^ft } and checked 
that ardout: of defire, with which they na^ 
tAfally panted after fome future, unexperi- 
enced joys, that would make amftrtds fot 
their prefcnt fufi^rings j (b> by diveftiilg the 
deity of punitive juftice % of the \Vili attii 
capacity of dbing feny hurt, it fteed the 
wicked from the terrouts of vengeance ; and 
iet them loofe to )pmCue the bent of theit 
vicious inclinatioiis without controiil. The 
confecjuehce was juft what might be expefted. 
jProbity and virtue declined Space; While 
vice and diffolutenefs gathered ftrength; 
and fpread their baneful, deftrijftiye in- 
fluence, through all orders and degrees of 
people. 

Nttr was this the ftate of the Gentiles 
only. The Jews, attached to the temporal 
promifes, and infeded, piany of them, witi] 

* 

that they could by no mcq-ns be perfoatled to think otherwife of 
Hades, thViii of a region uucomforiable, gloQ«iy> amd difmal-^ 
and therefore greatly dreaded by thems 

* Hoc cjuidem commune eil omnium philofophorum — nun- 
(|uam nee irufci deum, iiec nocere. CiC£fto De Officiis, liU 
iii. cap. xxviii, i:ee moie in Bp. \Va RBUii ton's Div. Legat. 
roU II. b. iii, § 6, 

the 
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the principles of Sadducifm, were nearly in 
as bad a condition. For though we ihonld 
allow, that the doftrine of immortality and 
afutureftate was moil prevalent ambng them; 
yet they feem to have been but little atten- 
tive to the vaft and important confcquences 
of it. They advanced no higher in the prac- 
tice of virtue, than tlie others did, who had 
no hopes ; and were guilty of as many and 
great vices, as the worft of them, who had 
nothing to fear beyond the grave. 

At fuch a crilis, it is obvious to infer, 
what great need there was of a divine reve- 
lation to ftrengthen and confirm the dictates 
of nature ; and to. afcertaia the reality of a 
future ftate: to inculcate and imprefs on 
mankind the lading importance of true re- 
ligion, by awakening tlieir minds to a pro- 
per fenfe of the divine juftice; which is 
equally concerned to punifli the wicked, as 
to wward the good. 

Accordingly ^X this period, Chrift. recom- 
mended, after a fignai manner, his love and 
kindnefs to u%-r-in that he " brought life 
and immortality to light through the Gof- 

? 4 pel V^ 
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pelf in that he cftabliflied the fentiments 
and expe<Slations of nature ; and improved 
the intimations given by the law: in that 
he illuftrated the doftrine of a future ftate; 
and cleared it of all the doubts and difficul- 
ties, under which it had before laboured. 
For the Gofpel not only aflures us of the 
world fo come ; but lays it open to our 
view in the plaincft and the fullell manner: 
delcribes it with fuch particular circym- 
flances, and delineates it by fuch afFeding 
reprefentations, as are mofl: admirably fitted 
to promote the ends of true religion :- — ad- 
mirably fitted, to reclaiili us from the prac- 
tic^e of the moft alluring vice; and to anir 
mate us in th/s dilchargeof the moft hazard- 
ous duty. . 

. To this purpofe we are informed, that 
^« as it is appointed for all men once to die, 
ib ^fter that there will come a judgment f? ; 
when we (liall all appear at the tribunal of 
Chrift, to give an account of the things we 
have-done; arid to .receive for thofe things 

^ Hcb, IX. 27. 

accord- 
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accordingly^.'* For • ' when the ion of maa 
fliall come in his glory, and all the holy 
angels with him, then fhall he fit oh the 
throne of his glory; and before him fhall be 
gathered all nations'*. When they ftand 
before him, both fmall and great, then (haU 
the books be opened ; and all fhall be judged 
according to the things written in thole 
books ^ And as there is nothing covered 
which fhall not be revealed, and nothing 
hid that fhall not be known ^;" fo there is 
nothing, which fhall not receive a jufl re- 
compence of reward, fuitable to its nature, 
whether good or evil. 

When judgment is paffed, a proper difcri- 
mination will take place; and every one 
fhall inherit his deflined and deferved por- 
tion.* •' To them, who, by patient conti- 
nuance in well doing, fought," and prepared 
themfelvesfor, aflate of " immortal honour 
and glory;" Chrifl will at laft gracioufly 

r 

^ 2 Cor. V. 10. 
^ Matth. XXV, 3 1,, 32. 
« Rev. XX. 12. 
^ Matth. X, 26. 

render 
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render tbp great prize they fo ardently pur^^ 
iued-^vea "eternal life«'* and eternal 
happine^ ** But to the'' pcrverfe and un* 
grateful *^ children of contention, who per- 
tinaciovifly difpute againft the truth ; and, 
tnilead of obeying its righti^us di^tates^ ob*- 
iUnatcly follow their own wicked ways, and 
prejttdicate opinions ;'' he will render a quite 
(di^erent p^ftion. For them is irefervcd all 
that can be imagined xnoii dreadful atKl tre- 
znendous^ ^^ Indignation*' is cbuceived, and 
'** wrath'* <hail break forth againft them: 
the fliarpell: ** tribulatidtfi," the xnoft hof^e**- 
lefs and inextricable'* angui(b>" will burft 
out in a torrent of unmingled mifery. on their 
haplefs and guilty ibuls ^ ; and will contioy^ 
to townent thero for ever and ever. 

Such are tiie motives, that is, the promifes 
and thneatuings, which Chrift difclofed, in 
order to mfluence our moral ponduft. And 
though thefe promifes and threatnings refer 
to a future and diftant world ; yet, t^at he 



? Rom. ii. 7. 

^ iHtU ver, 8. 9. Fee Doddridge In lo<;. 
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jBJfirmcd nothing bttt what was true; that he 
promifed or threatened. no moxt^ than what 
he can, and, in due time, wili certainly per«- 
form ; we have all the evidence imaginable 
tD-beiicvfe* 

For what can bo tndre evident, than that 
we are deflitied^ .though mortal, to live 
again? ** when Chnft^ our head," xofe ftom^ 
(the grbve % and vifibly larcended td rddime his 

r 

glory in that ftate, from whence he had 
come down to reveal it onto us i 

And fince an eternal ftate awaits us, what 
can be more evident, Ihaa that he, who was 
able to biaft ;and deOroy by the wor^of his 
mouths to illrike <^nders dead by the mi^ 
fiifltyof his fervants ^, in this prefcnt world; 
tnufl be likewilib able to ifflifl: and take ven*- 
geatice tm dbem in that future world, of 
which bs is equally the lord and governor ? 
What can be ttjoae evident, than that he, 
who Was able to.&pport the weary multi- 
tudes, and to relieve their hunger with food, 

» Matth, xxi. rb. Mark xi, 14, 2t)t 
^ Ads V. 5, lo, xiii. II. 

^ in 
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in the wildernefs ^ ; muft be able alfb to fa- 
tisfy the righteous to the extent of their de- 
sires, and fill thera with all Ipiritual com- 
forts, in heaven? 

But evident as it is, yet this point may re* 
deive fome farther illuftiatiou ; or at leaij, 
the propriety of the miracles by which it is 
fupported may become.more conlpicuous ; if 
we particuldrly confider* the riature of thofc 
emblems, imder. which. the enjoyments of 
another life are in Sicripture reprefented 

to ITS. • ' • . ^ -- . • , 

Now, as. the foundation of happinefs is 
laid in freedom from, pain and fufferings; fb 
heaven h accordingly defcribed as. a place o£ 
perfect eafe. and fecurity : where ** there 
ihall be no more death, 'neither Ibrrow, nor 
crying ; neither Ihall there be any more pain ; 
for Chrifl flialL wipe, away all tears from 
their eyes «"." And what plainer proof, what 
furer pledge could he give, that he will here- 

* M.itrh. XIV. 15, &c. XV. 32, &c. M^rk vi. 35, &c, 
Vi.i. r, &c. Luke ix. 12, &c. Johji vi» 5, ^Q* ■ 

^' Rev. X\j :|. ^ 

I 

after 



SERMON XXL tzt 

after preferve his faithful fervants in perfect 
eafe ; and defend them from e\rery thing 

ft 

hurtful and annoying ; than his having al- 
ready wrougtit, for their comfort and relief^ 
fo many falutary and eafe-difpcnfing mi- 
racles? — than his having railed fome parti-- 
cular perfons from the dead ; and his having 
removed from others thofe maladies and tor- 
ments, which were the caufe of their (br- 
rows, troubles, and afflictions ? 

Jf we advance now from eafe to enjoy- 
ment ; the fame obfervation will hold good. 
The bleffings of another life are often re- 
prefented by the comforts of this. When we 
are given to underftand, how completely^ 
happy the righteous (hall be in the world to 
come ; it is exprefly faid, that " they (hall 
hunger no more, nor thirft any more; for 
Chrift (hall feed them, and lead them unto 
fountains of living waters"/* If then the 
felicities of the fpiritual world ftand thus 
deTcribed under the vail or covering of tem- 
poral enjoyments ; what more fignificant in- 

V 

^ Rev. vii, 1 6, 17. 

fiance 
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3 

ftaiice, what more appropriate example could 
our Saviour producCf of his ability to fupply 
all the longings and defires of the foul ; than 
his fati3fying to the fuU th* analogous pravr 
ings and appetites of the body ?— which he 
more than once miraculoufly did% 

But whatever rewards on the one handy 
or whatever punifhnients on the other, may 
be referved for men in a future ilate; yet raa^ 
nifell it. is, that they can only take place in 
confequeace of the final judgment. That 
there is a judgment to come, nature dic- 
tate$, and revelation confirms* In com- 
paffion to mankind, this judgment, we are 
informed, is committed to Chrift. And that 
this information is true, who can now pofli- 
bly difpute, when his power to judge the 
world was fo vifihly difplayed ; and ths 
form of his proceedings {q circumftantially 
reprefented, in the fate of the Jewifh 
nation ? 

He told them, before his death, that, as 
fure as the Jewifli polity fhould be deftroyed, 
and the inhabitants of Judea be vifited far 

• See the paflages referred to in p. 220. 

their 
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theif iniquities ; fo furely (hould the frame 
of the univerfe be diflblved ; and the inhabi- 
tants of the earth be furamoned to judgment '• 
One part of this prediction has been already 
fulfilled; and that iu fo extraordinary a 
manner, as plainly iKewed it to be the wc^k 
of Chrifti. The other therefore will be 
fulfilled in its feaibn ; at the time determined 
by the Father. And when that determined 
time is come, can it ever he doubted, that 
he, who, in this judicial manifestation, made 
fuch an apparent difference between the be- 
lieving and unbelieving Jews ; will alio, id 
that future determinatioiii, of which this was 
the emblem,, make a^ain the like diftinc- 
tion between the righteous and the wicked ; 
between them that ferved him in fear and 
reverence, and them that defpifed and tranf-» 
grefled his laws ? 

f Matth. ch, xxir, 29 — 31. Dr. Jackson's Works, vol. I^ 
^, i» ch, xxiv. 

< The intcrpofition of a divine power was "To- clearly vifibk In 
^he overtkrow of Jerufalem, that Titus hitnfcif aicribed hi* 
taking that city to the alTillance of God, Jos eph. de Bello Jud, 
lib« vi^c.ix. § I. 

There 
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There are fome paflages in the Qofpelsy 
nearly allied to this fubjeft, which, as^they 
have been groffly perverted to the bafe pur- 
pofes of infidelity, it may be proper to recall 
to their deftined ufe. The paflages I mean 
are thofe, which give us. an account of the 
repeated demands made by the Jews, that 
,our Saviour would fliew them " a fign from 
heaven.*' The fign they referred to, is thus 
defcribed by the prophet Daniel, *« I faw 
in the night vifions, and behold one like the 
fon of man came with the clouds of heaven : 
and there was given him dominion, and 
glory, and a kingdom, that all people, na- 
tions, and languages fliould ferve him^" 
Now the dominion of Chrift was then to be 
eftabliflied, when the Jewifti polity was de- 
ftroyed. Our Saviour therefore, perceiving 
that they knew not what they alked, " fighed 
deeply in his fpirit ; and faid, An evil and 
adulterous generation feekcth after a fign^ 
and there (hall no fign be given it, but the 
fign of the prophet Jonas. For as Jonas 

' Ch, vii. 13^ 14. 
* Mark viii. 1 2. 

was 



bf Uf ;; ^ ^U th^ ^dp (^ Man k& tlnee 4a^6 
sMi4) thjP^ fiigbts iBftlie Jbiea^ of -tfce ea#k N** 
TiidA iit.'he dniW9 the^ fiavalle) m^l9&a '^«4) 

$^f(|i^t»,; But ffooi t^4s ifmfnati(Hi>» te^a* 
neded with the iequel of ithb^ hiftor^ 'Of 
Jdnahiithe ierbusjaid oente^ipladvetafght 
ca^y.i^tcoiw the: full ^rite ?ai«jl. pui-port of 
ti^ anf«r^r>: ^kh vr^ ll>(d$ei lenoft ;p«rtir 
AeB^ly.jtdpplced to their iirgefit> thoxi^iataiif 

df«twt)4« 

:^lfis hiftary mfornis us, tbot Jcmah < w^a 
feDtl^y) Ahiiig^ty God to pre^Kh reptmiif^ 
t^ ih(> ^fbl • J^kievdtee. [He ^irescched ao^ 
fot^ipg^ s . and , ^afaroed his exhottatlfma 

miik /ibU;. argument— ** jtet ff^ty diiyi 

and Nineveh (hall be overthrown"/* Chrift 
%asftht in like maunier to work thte tdn- 
veriSott of the finful Jews ; and heiM-gcdii: 
mfoax: slktem hf t^wteny 'faine >ar|(uiai»ji(^. 
<F«e foTiftrtiite ntvr a jifar fo* a my, att 

• '■ l«itft.'4ii. 39, 4©-. .• ■• •• r .'..... . 

» Jonahxii.4. • t -' t 
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cording to the ftiltf tffifh«"|)rofpheti*'*1allP'" 
guage^ andt^ faih ^f^^t^'i^hCdiM^' t^lir 
plaiftly appear frotti iht^i titienat i^^^ilhtf 
jiaVatUei/Coklae'atlift id tHi^<» ^Yitf fin^ty 
jnears, Bnldfe yc repentj'-aHd'J*rtffa1liliTifc|JI> 
b6 'deftWyed." Arid j{§ tHfej?^ *itpbiM«l 'Sflttf / 
deftroyed i« Was, exaaij^at the end «Plh8t* 
^tfedifted pef id^ *. • 'P''^ - • '■ : • ' • ' •'' bs:'^ i : 
•That- oftf < SavJdup''f!$aa^^«hfs ^♦edr-fiJri 
view, and ; atiupded ■ td <it'^if)«'his> ^f6S>g%K^ 
fWers; is tiotonYf JsyMtfht^iVOrfi'^tfce fo^t- 
l^mg reafibn^ ; but tdrei><;ef9' ^Hli-^dditld^ 
coABrmation from his fubfequent, and'ttS^^ 
&pm dcelarhtl^ns. Whdri' thd-' itia^fj^es 
frkvr^iP httA the buildibg? of ' iH^v (t^ple, 
h*5 plSiirfy tX)W them/thar,- *' theffe ihdu4d 
iiJft-'be left one ftonc uJ)on an6tt)ery"'*bat 
fild^ldndfr-be^thro^m dd^tv? >" a«d%a^fhfe 

^ f '«t !•■ •' ) " ■••■,■ '•••,'%.>• 1 . ' . ., k ■ > ** AM r l/" n • •* 

^ .^.Jlea^'u dkftjryc*,to^ nfttc4>,aaH rpflkaB out %W^f*s la- 
fer^nce ftill iQorc flriking, that Nineveh had undergone this 
'Ihrbtittd4aft;* For though upon their repeAtuntJ? Jf^inttfs 

Nineve(i was dcdroyed : as plainly appears from the laft chapter 
of t6e book of Tobitf rer. 8. and f 5, Aad muf^ ^cffifffff^ have 
been known to the Jews. , ^ ... , 

-}'f>f.Mt«th.xxiv. a. r> •; , 
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d[houldrJ;Lappen.withip tbe'fhprt and narrow 
ikpit of that prefent ^ generation. This was 
.cjearrand precife ef^ougl]. . But in his final 
^aqfsycr. tp thd |ngh; prieft he waSv ftill mor^ 
-^s;plIcAt } and feexns to have parpofely ad« 
juf^fd'hjs rJ^ly to the qircpmftances of the 
cafe .before, usi, \ • . 

.yV^hen tlje l^gh pricft ajdjurpid hiin, . that 

he would inform .the: counciL. f< Whether 

he wks the Chrift, i^he ;Son of God ; Tefys 

faith* ui3tofhiffl,.,Thpu haft faid » :'' that is, 

.he anfwered them to :this. effedl-*— **. Yott 

^have all the xieafon in the world to con^ 

clude^. that I am the pronaifbd Meiiiah. I 

have gifea you, the ^fuUeft and moft incon> 

t^£bable prpof^ . of it» I have (hewed you 

all thir fignsi ..and performed aril the mi« 

' fades^ which the prophet^, jjiad foretold 

jthe Mcfliah (hould perform t and yet. ye 

tvill not believe* There is one fign indeed, 

.mentioned by .the prophet Daniel, which 

.you have frequently demanded to fee;. and 

which 1 hav^ hitherto, In mercv, forbprxi 

to difplay; though I have as 1freq\iepLtly 

_ ^ Macth. xx^d.63, 6.4. i > -. 

Q i _ reminded 



reminded yow both %£ tfcfc certjwntjr ahfl 
'dreadfolnefs cif it. ^fevcrthelefs, as-thfe 
Vrieafurc otf" yitiur iiii^uitJcs fe >^i'd#iri|| tb 
'thb roll, tKfe figti Ml aliS Bfe fB^»rfly^ 
■iiibiied. Fdr ** licffefter;* atifl at Vi^ '&% 
^iftitlce, »* ye (KdH «le %i Sob oi" '»tk«. 
fitting on the right hand of 'fkmer'; salA 
"coAiiA'g in't\iec\6v^ W ifieaVen*,*' fo'take 
Viiigfe^nc^'ori^Kein'tlAfclciidw ^t i^-, M^ 
^3f. obey iiot the ^d^F>' • 
• ■ S^cK waVbt^ ^S\^idfft^toifBt^<5'9«d'iftieh 
'ifSe mgrfc of ie4foriii% fie^dfed^'dft tTffife c«- 
tlttrl 8<ick<fesf. ' iSn» WH^ Bui ihe-^x^ i«- 
-veleratcly pt^iitaitiea, ttJuia'p^Hbly cehfufe 
tUt ttrtkKia? tiouM pbffi^y ftffet^^-fita» tfris. 
'■mde of jearonihgv thk 'dhff!fl'^ircaii't*^B 
'ill latbri^ Wtilryi hs'^eSnfdftas^ fl^ilfife 
-c6te!d hof^ Mt5i refpieEfe-te the e¥id«rfde-idf 
Tus ' divine 'rrnffidhi, - Iktisfy ^he ti^ridcrft^tf- 
'i%s bif diftefiitAg r&en ^^ But'tRis hilfiifaitidh 
^s'^s- faHe, as k is impio^s^. l4e ^s- if- 
•\vays fbr^r3^tO'pni>rt inq'ulrjr ; ^- 



• 2 Tnefl. 1. 8. 

« Chrlilianity not fonnctcd oh afrgiimerrt. 

- ' " • - ^ 4 •' ^ was 
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yfrays rwdy tp. clear up their 4aubts. He 
urgcsd thj^m with pr^opfs uj^a pifoofs, aq^ 
nair^cle^ upqix miracles; and therefore lef|: 
th?m without excufe* Whatever our mor 
dern infi.cjcls may think, even " the men 
of Nineyeh H^j^ll rife up in the judgm^enjf 
with ^h^ gener^tiqn, ^tnd (hall condemn it: 
for th^ejr repented a^ the preaching of Jonas V* 
jyhi^ lifa^ fuppprted ^t m^ft but by p^ 
rniri^c^e; whereas thefe peryeriely \^ith- 
ilood the mc^ falutary adniQnitions, fup« 
por^d by the ftrength of repeated l^roof^, 
and the united for^e of numberlefs mir^« 
c)e$. And fioce their behaviour was id in* 
jCprrigibJiy vile; hp^' juftly did they fall 
under the weighty rigqur of thaf fign, 
\yhi(:jh they had ip often imperioufly de- 
manded » 

Dreadful were the things which befel the 
infidels of that age. ^< But all thofe things 
happeaed uuto them for enfapples : and they 
are written for our admonitiop> upon whom 
the ends of the world are f:ome * ;'* and to 






' Matth. sit* 41. 
* 1 Cor. z. 1 !• 
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whom IS comftiitted the laft'difpenfation of 
grace and mercy. Let us therefore be ad- 
ttioni/hed by them'; and be cfpecially care- 
Yul that we *^ tempt not Cfirift,^ ■ who has 
gracioufly been pleafed to take us under his 
conduit and protection ; and who has ho* 
noured his church with fo many denion- 
ftrative tokens ojF his prefence. Let u^ 
•^ take heed, brethren, I'eflt there be in any 
of us an eyii heart of unbelief in departing 
from* the living Godfi** and rejefting the 
Go?pbl-revelation. For fore will be their 
*' doiidemnation,'* if, <^ when light is come 
into the world, men" will perverfely ifhut 
their eyes ; and ftill continue to " love 
darknefs rather than liffht;*' for fear " therr 
d^eds Ihould be reprovfed^.*' But whether 
they are reproved in this world or not ; yet, 
there is now opened another icene, in which, 
we are fure, they ^all finally meet with 
condign punimment. For ** the Lord 
cometh with ten thoufands of his faints, 
to execute judgment upon all; and" nioi-e 

i Heb. ill. it. 
8 John iii. 1 9, 20, 

efpecialiy 
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cfpecially ** to convift thoie who have 
lived ungodly, of all th^ impious deeds, 
which they have impioufly committed, 
and of ail the hard, irreligious fpeeches, 
which ungodly fiun^rs have fpoki^n againft 
himV 

How we fhall be brought, though fjjbjci^: 
to death, to fland up at the future judg- 
ment 5 and what will be the particular con* 
fequences of it ; I ihall have oppafipn to con- 
iider more largely hereafter. 

In the mean time, ^^ blefled be the. God 
and Father of our Lprd J^efus Chrift, who, 
according to his abundant tnercy^ hath be- 
gotten us again unto a lively hoperr-runto 
the hope of life — by the refurreftion pf 
Jefus Chrift frpip the dead '•'* 4^en^ 

*» Judc, Tcr. 14, 15, 
^ P Pet. i, 3. 
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s Tim. if lo, 

Jftho h4iH^ aholtjh^d dedHhj mi hatbBrotight 
life akd imnfort^flh^ to llghtf through the 
Go/pel. 

t 

IN vay lai| pifpfiurfc J reprefct»ted ft> you, 
jn Jiow clp;ir a li^ht theGQf|>pl of Pirijjt 

}i3^ pi3?c^ f j^e doarine of s^ fMfiire Asr? ? m4 

lyl^St eyijjpijt prpofs it gave Jo jjie wpfl4 f^ 
fh,c c§|tai«ty of a jfeture rctfibytipn, 

. But ?l?e dp^l'^iP.e Pf afributipi} ii? a future 
.ftatc, However cle.af^y prpvpd, yri? jret at- 
q^e^ with ppjjfgJR difficpltjes. vyhich merp 

reaibn 
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reaibn could never refblve ; and which there** 
fpre called for the aid and ailiftance of ibme 
farther difcovery than could poflibly be ob- 
tained on the principles of nature. That 
men (hould be accountable in another ftat^ 
for thq -'things they }^?d douie in this, r^^foi^ 
allowed to be fit and right ; but then the 
difficulty in the eye of reafon was, how they 
could be brought into that ftate to render 
the account required. Mankind are mortal i 
deftined to perifli by the ftro^e of death be* 
fore the judgment comes. By this intervene 
ing deArudion the fceqeus in all appearance 
.clofcd; and judgoient .entirely . excluded. 
For though it be acknowledged that pur 
fouls furvive ; yet, thefe alone cannot in 
equity be anfwerable for our anions. , Fqr 
*pu'r Jii^ions ar? not the anions of piirp ipirits 
.br fouls ; but the ^<Sions of mep ; t)iat is, 
"pf^fouls and bodies united. And therefore 
it follows, . that, in order to be reftored to 
the .integrity of our pature, and put in a 
condition to apfwer for ourfelves ; our fouls 
fhould again be, united' to our bpdie^, and 
the fame individuals recalled to lire. But of 

ft 

fuch 



fu (^ 9'r<e&oration or refurredion to. Hie na'r 
ture tfffdrded no examples. For <* what fe 
there in' the whole conf>pafs of beings that 
yields a fimilitude of duft and afhes rifing ug 
again intd regtalar bodies, atid to a ftate of 
perpetual immortality *?'' According then 
to the cohclufions of nature, mankind, it 
(hould feem, muft for ever continue under 
the power of death, without any hope of 
being delivered from it. And their conti- 
nuance in that ftate muft neceilarlly cut theofi 
off fropi all Qonne£):Ions with the concerns 
of futurity. 

On this view of things, death, you fe^, 
Aands as a perpetual bar to judgment; and 
throws fuch difficulties in the way of future 
reward; and punifhments^ 9S render the exer- 
tion of them void and imprafticablei But 
as death had originally no place in naturcr, 
if you fuppofe it again removed; or, which 
is the fame thing, fuppofe that our boditfs 
(hould hereafter be refcucd from the power 
of the grave i and raifed up again to a ft^te 

^ Bp« Shirlock, vol. I. difc. vi. p. 20 c, 

of 



^ 
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X)€ \ttte6r«a!piib\lity ; then all the d\£Revikie» 
irafulb. at onr^h^st^ jittss^ u§, a& in ^ prr^ 
jm|0ct|k;)r>, (o in H^ expie^tion, of being 

Kov, v(ba5 we b4ve bifr? ^^Unercyl by 

to ple«i: reaUty. Fo^ it 9^i:$s ms ^t Cbri^ 
** has aboUfe«d dfat^C^rrr^*. ai^ wiU rw(?. 
us «p ajt fh« kft 4^' :-' « th;^ the h»ur is 
ccuniiig, in the wi^ch i^U tb^i: ^ in th^ 
%tiW6, ih,i\\ fa$9r the voice sit t^ don ^ 
God, Mi<i Jjiill CDiop foeth '".'* AihI nee4 

I prove that the voice of GhriQ i^ fuch a 

po!!(vprivl yQtce-ra4eqfiat«i to thif iQJghty 
p(f focmance ? The deia4 kiY^ p^cwoi it Icmg 
ii»go : ^0 l&It iit$ qtu^kfioiDg eivuigy in the 
gfiiyei :i¥i4»Q6) up to a$tel^ its e^apy >>. His 
<»srn r'^tirt^on placed it farther out c^ 
ioubts 9fi it pfhibit^, with the r^» n([« 
finly^d piopft hut alfo sm oxamplOf «^thc 
wty^Q^trinet 

' Tohn vi, i|.4* 
■• John V. 29 f t^ 

» Matth, ix. 24, ajf, 3qpvu. 5?, 53. Mark y. 5^'^43' ^^^^ 
yii. 1 1— 1 5« Till. 49— 56, John xL 43, 44. 

Since 
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Hvor *ft«i& th&i(]6iifim'<l)tt>iof ^desith;pbt^ ^ 

ihewed in the grave, and his faithfutn^^ft 

Tk&tof thefeiiNN^ii yttv '«&'««% khcfl^^^dfOt 

itor!RttdiiB»MrjKprbtH '^ fissr^^ili'^ <^ 
^deftt^ ^bxt^Tii' (furifi«46 <«'^ihiK)I' fiib &>d» i" 
•thai'Wb (li^'iEand't^it-fak») >tiv<ry iftubi4& 

• iffiit 'tlrib^ii! fidi! tHitt ^h^ 'FdT't^dft 

to'clKO^«(|t0gi'ttf>atoAire'i«rurf^Qi»» blft 

^ '^)Ba5ia)fo 'brdlighk llfb'tifjdtiftibbf^tt]^, 
to ii^i]9r tHb dd^ :''*'«h&t fev )i6 1«il>¥«. 
tvea)edlMd>i!te(bibed%c»ia$'^ie natUy^^t oit'- 

^ji^iotfs'or'lttillif^-aed'^hich iVe >il>^il %ib 
configned at the final judgment, for, as 

* Pftl. faazriii. It. 
' Job »x. tj'<*^j, 

the 



ki « W 
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the (piAp\Mi ^<? e^thr.9»}}ftf thcici) do^right ; 

f$>^i'\'il/l'\s:'- -i.i I'M/; ,t».'.,: x'l '■'• i'O 

iife» ibeir. ;eat»i5p w^H j^ino^osdb' m both 

j(Of]fuqh A ,be|»?!$nijr, ftnttfi. . THd^ll flitlkiitf 
4ftPgei"lbe.lAjbje^ «9li4f^tb ^nd.edrrnptiohf; 
but «< (ball be equaI\t9athdJingeI^:Ai)4.tbfe 
<fhU<ihres,tlf 004* .beii% the childeto of th<S 

appeJHi-jjafe, vU^ .^Qjii <><^t«nciptli»|e:4 ' . but 

/plenisit.thafc h|p i'ieMl.a4\liD^a|bfehie:trao& 
-figviratioo/,; ipji4 .tl*»i-WO.ti«M«t*r:to- fhii* 

' Philip* iii* 2i< . '. .i.'iTTn: '. ■" 

• Matth. xvii. i. .r, .—-.1 .xv . Vc " " 

ibrth 
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fiiaMtuQarftftkoi ofiqgica&i4^cI}aii^v^loittli 
proisifnfintci fbcilicireti^A faVnk^'^ikat^iolbcS 

libB^ fliflttibiadradofi; ^^^d/iaxmiki p^nfeibitt 
all the excellencies of rational natiifs^fSA 
wi£if6Q^iiii&9vMgi^r^h6ti Rwr&y i 

add ifaidvdQirei^if&tb^o^lpcie^^ o£:f l^ to^i^eelio 
adai^ddc)^ tbfe»f^i^kQ(l<iiAtiirfis;^ oikfi^ilffedi 

dor« \^g^rt^^i;abdan9js6^c«0Sl^c>^^ (^^ 
tlui^hatb do i3fiedrd<)f{l^ea^n<>)j£i^e^7^ 
«ke; 9toadrl» ifaSiieiii>^ ijbi^l^? tbfii^gloitf J<lf 
G$i£rHIkrximiateBr:it^^^ |:'h;9o^fiUlfbe»iftl(td9 

iigHfc«hea?cd£"/il:n oiii ni .aobliw 2ifl biifi 

wotkl lh9 ri^htecfiii^ i0^aH bf^ladmitiw]^ {^A^ 

* Matth. xiii. 43^ 

*» Rev, «xL 13< :--.^» 

v:;/i to 
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m^ii»: ^tmitl affinnbly itttMl: chvreh M' Hud 
BtMaam ^idb lire wrilK&i iiliNin(bh9.:aniel. 
M- ' idle '^ric» of ija&^wfA' ttMt: :gedfeft 

: 'BMt(; Awttgh'&hc><Mp{<M'«didtiQ9^xktsr 

pany muft be very great, y«t «nlldt> leoi^ 
z^fkUX ht^^^wUmott itittarAaiGtligAf-Kiicr* 
<^s'aiKl iM^ifiiC'fln^bfilieiitedtt^ivlideh Uie 
Uttffiklthrecsmifnial^itogsgetL' Wokhveiu 
thft'tfiivl(4flg;|fttfetHiel0f6f^ anifolfdl«fl4 
the ttattCeetitm g^ostyof .ibs^ijl^ { <tb 
'teambpbte "ti^e .i^iife^kloas: of ibei^gMdt 
Autboir afid^ PedfoDtetf b£:doft «kit«nsiA;«l 
toiiliiieri lii»^wi^ kt the cnsAumraflihibgsi 
and his ^fdom in the mart^bUm^: it<^irfti 
aacbt iof thkih^ to t^BbiBt^:miM% 'gosdnefe 
TJi/tjItAyfii 'in <the csidt itbey ^re in^sn^d >i» 
Ct^Kve, iaaftlioti >hM tttiilk^tdm^s %i «Hft ^eov>i 
into <^ las(4>eHcVde»ac pirp«ife^'i«0''^^t8ii> 
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t9tc OQ th« nature of his righteous laws, and 
to trace out the excellency of his manifold 
dtipenfation^ : th^e are ads that will fill 
-their minds with fublime delights, and raiie 
in their ibuls the devouteft admiration. Iti 
the ardour of this admiration, and in a grate- 
ful fenfe of the blefiings they enjoy ; they 
will continually be carried on to piraiie and 
adore their God with all the energy of their 
exalted powers. They will conftantly be 
led, in. an uniform tenour of ierene delight, 
to extol the wonckrs of his creating love> to 
magnify the mercies of his redeeming grace ; 
and to celebrate the triumphs of their vidto-^ 
rious Saviour. Thus are the faints perpe- 
tually employed : thus do they "always re- 
joice in the Lord;*' and improve in blifs As 
they rife in thankfgivings. 

And at the fame time that they are enjoy* 
tfig the happinefs of their prefent flate, they 
can alio look forwards to flill higher plea- 
fures. ** For in God's preftnce there is^' 
not only, at any given period, ** a fulnefy 
of joy;'* but *« at his right hand there are 
pleafures," that will ifliie forth " for ever^^ 

Vol. II. R more.'* 
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more r/* A circumflince that cmwns afid 
dignifies the whole ; fince it fhews the hap- 
pinfefs of another life to he as laftifig a8 it is 
exqiiifite : to be indeed permanent, unchangft* 
iblCf and eternal. They who are once ad- 
mitted into that heavenly ftate^are admitted 
into a ftate of perpetual feturity* They 
iball be raifed for ever abbve ail feif of 
chahgcw No hazards Khali biRii th^m: no 
new trials afiault them: the arm of Omni- 
, peteiKe will proted; them : and the preieiite 
^ of the Lord wifl eonftamly reffefii th&h. 
They (hall never be v^^ary of their rendi-* 
tioh r never be fatlated with the tirfefeme 
cif cuiatton of the fame objeds ; for fttoe oew 
glory will everlaftingly break out upon ttteih, 
. to p6rpetuatc their con^fortSy atid ta impwte 
their delights. 

Siieh is the account of that fiittitt. hap-* 

pihefs, difcoirered to us by the revel^td&lt *f 

Jeitts Chrift.. And wlia fees fM»^ ftem ihis 

iKcount, what mighty reafons we * ha^e^ *>' 

^Jpya-ife aud adore the divine g^dneis>'Whid> 

» ■ • • 

y Pfalr xvi, I Tr 

• ' 

- .' has* 
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has favoured us with fuch gloriaus difcove* 
ries? Difcoveries, not more iHuilrious anc} 
ciagniftcent in themfelres^ than advantage- 
pus to the iiiterefts pf tirtue. Difcoveries, 
which manifeftly tend to elevate and en* 
noble oUr nature ; to irifpire tis with a fu* 
perlative greatnefs of nxind; and to form 
us to a godUl^e temper. When we lpok« 
.through the ixiedium of the Oofpel-revela- 
tion, ipto the true ftate and real felicities of 
the other wpr^d; wh^n we cpniider wh^ 
^exalted fpiritual j^s, what refined enrdvifh- 
ing delights, we are fure hereafter to be par- 
takers of s when thefe things are the fubje^ 
of our ferldus thdughts^ the world and its 
enjoyments leil^n to oi^r view ; the pleafures 
of fenfe grow fy:k to the tafle ; apd the al- 
lurements that fur round us lofe their power. 
Earthly grandeur, pomp, and fplendor^ the 
ufual objefts of our admiration, will then 
Ihine with diminiflied luftre : will then in- 
deed appear '* to have no glory • jn this 

* i Cor. ill. 10. 

R 2 relpeft, 
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refpefl:^ by reafbii of the glory that Infinitely 
excelleth it.*' 

And when we confidcr farther, that the 
happinefs of the other life is the portion only 
of the •' pure in heart f^ the peculiar ** hi- 
heritance of them that are lan£tified * ;'* how 
forcibly mil ft this confideration move us, 
to " pxlfify ouffelves from all filthincfe of 
flefli and fpif it ; and to perfeft holinefs in 
the fear of God''!" And though we may 
be fubjeft in this religious courfe to re- 
proaches, diftrefles, perfecutions, and death; 
yet how noble and animating is the encou- 
ragement we have to *• patient continuance 
in well-doing 1*^ — when we are certain, ^* that 
the fufFerings of this prefent life are not 
worthy to be compared with the glory, 
which fhall be revealed in us* :" when we 
are certain, that they are the very means, 
appointed by providence^ of <* working out 

* A^sxxvi 1 8^ 
^ 2 Cor. vii. I. 
*= Rom# viii, i^i 



for 
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for us. a far more exceediQgt «veQ ao eternal 
weight of glory ^4*' 

And when we refledl moreover, that 
thefe great and precious promifes are not 
confined to any . particular nation, or to a 
number of men of diftinguiflied eminence ; 
but are graciou fly extended and freely of- 
ferred to the whole rage of mankind ; what 
.winning obligations do they lay uppn us to 
.ferve Gqd, in our feveral flations, with all 
readineis ofrmind, and fincerity of affeftion; 
and to prcfs forwards in the ways of virtue 
with ardour, diligence, and affiduity ! Sure 
at lad of being rewarded for our paiqs, with 
a degree of happinefs, proportioned to the 
meafure and increafe of our hblinefs. This 
happinefs indeed is diflant ; and prpmiied to 
our fidelity, only in heaven. But however, 
that we might have at prefept fufjipjent proof 
of the reality and exiftence of fuch a place ; 
our Saviour miraculoufly afceqded thither, in 
open day, and before many witnefles. And 
this afcenfion of Chrift, as our he^d, is both 

^ 2 Cor, iv. I J. 

R 3 a pledge 
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i pledge ^fid ' aflbrancfe t6 ' tfs, AJrt ^i Mfo, 
as members of his- body, ftiall ilftalfy afcehfl 
iftfir hiin ; partake oif his proftiifesj &nd 
ihare the felicidfcs of that httktd place. 

Henc6 then it appears, that thefe prottiife^, 
as they were intfendied, iite eXceilfehtly adapted^ 
to work on meil of ingfehiious minds : to pr6- 
Wote and fecjut^e their fefcape ftptii thfe 'pollu- 
tions and ykfes that are g^faerajly prevalent 
ill this world ; Jind to advance thofe pioirs 
difpofijtipns in their fouls, \vhich tpay fit apd 
prepare them for thfe kingdom of heaven. 

But ^11 men have not the ingenijJty to be 
yvorked wpon by theft 'mildfer encourage- 
ments. The ftubborn, the vicious, and the 
profligate, fland in need of more awakening 
motives: fuch as may check the violence of 
their paflions ; and awe them intft a fobcr, 
ferious fenft of their folly, and their danger. 
The Gofpel therefore, adapting its dtfcove- 
fies to pur feyeraj difpofitions, at 0ie fame' 
fime fhat it promulgts the mbft glorious 
rewards t'o the fincefely pioas, faithful, and 
obedient ; (J^nounccs lik^wife the moft awful 
• \ punifli- 
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pimi^ments againft all prefumptuoiis and 
impenitent offenders. 

:. As ^ the righteoQS fliall inherit eternal 
iifef and eternal happinefs; ib the wicked 
(bdU be puniffaed with everlafting deftrudion 
(xotathp pre(bn€6 of the Lord, and from the 
glory of his power ^" «* They fhall iie 
^O.Wn for OYtv in tribulation and anguiih ; in 
» place, of. perpetual torment^;'* ^ wliere 
their ]WOxtti dietb not, and the fire is not 
qu«tt^ed*«.** The expreflions ar^e ftrong 
mA pungent ; ikted to roufe tloe ^pprehenw 
(ions of men ; and to make them attentive 
io the poiifequence of their aft ions. Our 
vpty -titfure ftai^s, and draws back from 
f^K^y; .and bowthen muft vfQ be a^ifted 
^h jUift dreadful aflUrance of mjCery ever^ 
MdJog^ ^^ If we are ai^aid of them who cau 
U^Xheihady^ and after that h^ve no more 
th%t ihey cm4^i how onuch rafthei* (hookU 
f^ fMC htm; mlwi after he hath kilM 

\ 2 Their, i, 9. ^* '' 

' Ronki H. 9. Rer. xir. lo, lu • \ * 

t Mark ix. 44, 46, 48. 

' ^ ■ R 4 hatli 
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bftth power to caft both foul and body intQ 
hell.fire^^r 

This general determination, though it 
leems to include all the wicked in one 
comoKm fate; does yet in reality by no 
means imply, that they (hall all be puniihed 
iivith equal feyerity. On the contrary, w^ 
are: alTurpd, that their puniihments . will be 
exactly proportioned to their crimes ; and as 
fome f* (ball be l^eaten with fewer, ?' (cr 
others (hall feci more numerous, «f ftripes';*? 
according p the ipeafuire. pf Jtheiir diQerent 
ofTcnces. . . 

But perhaps it may bethpught^ m that 
eyefii the lowed degree of puni(hment ; con* 
(i^ued tbtoijgh the ages lof. eternity, 15 morfc 
thap adequtite to the JufL demerif of the 
iJffo{\. hpinoyis criipes, that we can ppffibly 
.^pmmit ii) the ibo^t coippafs pf this mortal 
i^; and that ijt.ris, i^onfoqucntiyi rifepug^ 
XiUfit bo^hi {o th^ juilipfir^^d Boodiiefs Pf 



^ XjAc xii. 4, g. 
> Ibid. ver. 47, 48* 
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^od, that fuch j|)ia6i(Iiments (houtd be ia« 
iliaed/? 

N0W9 ihould this be our mode of think* 
ing ; it would be but right to think again, 
whether the fufie^iiigs of another life be not 
foutided in the nature of things; atid are as 
mudh't}^ refult, the necdflaiy confequences, 
ai our fitiful jiroceedings, as pofitive in^ 
^i^itiWs of the Deity- for' them f I A this world 
we know that fin ifnd niifery areclofely con^ 
ne3ed}> that one momentary wrong adion 
often eicpofes b$ to a train of evils, that will 
liontinuec to affiidu^ as^ long as we live; And 
£hc6 this world and the next are but two 
paru\>foiie moral ifyftinl ; why may not the 
fame*tofnftitution, that we find to hi eftab- 
liihed hdi'e, equally proceed, and take place 
hereafter? Why may there not be t|ie 
ikm^ clofe connexion between vice and 
nixfery in a future ftate, a$ there is be- 
tween them n<)w in the prefent ! And if 
{09 iince death makes no change in our 
moral priiiciples ; but we pafs into the 
other i^jirbrld^with the tempefs and diipofi^ 

tions 
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tiomytfija^ formed, itt (*i?i jiniil noj: tht 
fame vicious paffions, the fame irregular 
6(tfmn, the faflae «vil hrtttit^, and the fame 
wick(^d * ^}on8, th^ rendered us ji^i^t 
^le through the wuffp of thl?'i>fs,: sonr 
tinae. to If^p op ifi- ithat wrewhed: .ft»t* 
through the whole ej^epf * of osf :to»iiigi^ 
th?t is, flftuft.not wJM^ .men M fw.ievRr 
foiyeft t{> th« o«jtMfat;eopiequei|<^iJ^jth«ii: 
qvi^ T?i(*e4npfi5i ^-pf .-what rfep^.- haw 
we tp .thnU?, that tHap, goo$iii)9j^ t qi Qq4, 
ttimU :he :pm)B9 cpf^^onwid ro prevent or 

i*»g»j which ; a« ^he: prf f?»t i^e^? )pC *bc 

iam« «uijr^^?; AJI <fea^ hi? goo^Jm^ :fOttW 
oblige ;hH?[i:ta<k>^ -was to fAft »$ 0b our 
gU^rd^ % giving ps<.wa[i:«ijagjorthefe 4){^ 
liupt '^vilsj: tand thf* he.:has 4o|^ «n thf 

4JS by: ppifitive l^ws hqw ^oapletely iftiferp 
4ifele.our pift|>ditiop fptfftrbe^.jif ^irt4^p 
xnufdves ^ip .ev^ii, .^(^u?:. ^n^; I'Jvjs i:jH'Pt 

mulged 
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n:t!i3:!ged them by way of punifiiments def 
aounced, rather than by fimple prcdiaions^ 
thatt they might >^nter more deeply into 
our iniiids, and more powerfully ioflur 
eace our practice \ But if men, not- 
withftandiiig the^ forcible admooitipos, 
will yet iridulge wr<Mig choice^ apd pur- 
£w the ^nt of their vicious inclinar 
^jbons ;. is it not evidently juft and reafopn 
^biky thsit they fliould fu^r the conii^- 
iqaimtei^ of theie proceedings ; anid be le& 
«> /feel the eternal weight of Aat laifery, 
which they would nbt be perfuaded to 

' No9\ Jft ttte infliaion of fudi miiery 

i^t^er le& juft or iefs reafouable, confidexed 

m the podtive pfiniflHt^it of fio, difpenfed 

.lOHnediately'by the hand of the Ak^ig^tj!;. 

Tiie lawfe of:Qod> Of. thfi rjiles of-dLvii^p 

goyerttmeDty arp graciouily .a^jufted tp 

the tvelfdre 4nd happinefs of mankini}. 

lifted the& Jaws, as aU <?thers^ require to 

^ K^?^9'* Qj"^g« of Bvi*, App. § ii, p. 498. 

be 
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be enforced by proper and fuitable fane- 

' • » 

tioris: that is, by fuch meafores of re- 
wards and punifliments lis are fitted to pro- 
duce obedience to them. And if it ap- 
pears, as it is indeed but too apparent, that 
*fiothing lefs than the pofitive .denunciation 
ci iternal mifery is fu^cient to anfwer that 
end and purpofe; then is it fo far from 
•being repugnant, that it is entirely coni- 
ibrmabkf both to the wifdom iand good- 
uefs of'God^ to place fuch terroers before 
us, in order to prevent us from ruining our- 
ftlves. 

And if it be confiftent with the gdOfd- 
iiefs of God to threaten us with fuch ^nifli- 
ments, in order to deter us frpm fit* and 
•ruin ; it c*nn6t furely b6 incohfi(lei)t either 
with that, tof any other attribute, to exe- 
cute thdfe punifliments on the daring and 
impeniteot's and to cfontintie the infli^ftion 
fo long upon them, as /there are beings 
in exigence, that need to be deterred atid 
reftraiqed from vipe, qr confirmed ^nd im- 
proved in virtue. But fuch there will al- 

4 ways 
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wiays be. And therefore there will be always 
a reafon for the eternal continuance of thofe 
punilhments, which are threatened to the 
wicked in another life. 

And, ihould it here be objeded, that 
this reafon cannot be true, becaufe it is 
manifeftly founded on cruelty; and repre- 
fents theni to be kept in mifery merely for 
the benefit of others; then let it be re- 
marked with regard to themfelves, that, 
(ince they are immortal, and continue 
wicked through the ages of eternity, the 
punifliment of that wickednefs, whether 
refulting from the conftitution of things, 
or pofitively infl[i£ted by the hand of God, 
muil neceiTarily continue full as long, 
as they continue to deferve it :-~and con* 
fequently, that immortal beings of eter- 
nal malignity juftly deferve to fufFer eter- 
nally. 

Such then are the motives, which the 
Chriftian religion lays before us, to coun- 
terbalance the influence of thofe allure- 
ments that would engage us in a wrong 

courfe ; 
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couHc ; aod to encourage otn: prc^refa, not-^ 
withftanding all the difficulties |I^t may 
oppofe us, in the w^^ys of truth aad lighter 
oufnefs. And what can prevail,^ if the/c 
cannot? Weightier motives can ncfver be 
propoied to the underftanding of men, than 
<vcTlaiting punifliment and life eternal; 
than the greatefl: and moii durahU hap 
ptnefs, and the mod intolerable and laft- 
ing raifery that human nature is capable 
of. In this difcovery the Gofpel feems to 
trhimph ; and to reft thereupon all its power* 
By means of this difcovery, and the con- 
curring influence of divine grace, how power- 
ful did it formerly appear ! In coqfequenc^ 
of the profpedl it opcined to (heir view^ 
•* what manner of perfons*' did its firft 
. and earlieft profeffor? become^ , •« In all 
• holy converfation aod godlinefs of Uvipg ^ ^ 
How ," pioufly, juftly, and unblansieably 
idid they behave themielves ; in the midft 
of a wicked and pervert generatk>n# amoi^^ 

^ • ^ ^ iPci. nhiu 

'■ >/* 

tvhpn^ 
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whom they fllone as lights lii the world "^T 
• They well confid^red, how fearful a thing 
it Is to fall urtder ' the vengeance . of an 
angry God j and therefore laboured with 
all their power to avoid it. They well 
cmifidered, how jdy ful and happy a thing 
It is to attain the favour of an approyii^ 
Deity; and therefore ftrove, by a careful 
cbfervancfe of his righteous laws, to fecure 
their tide to it. With what awful caution 
did they 'endeavoul: to guard againft every 
fin, for fear of incurring the threatened 
punilhmeht! And with what ardent zeal 
did they afpire after, every degree of virtue, 
' in hopes of obtaining . that glorious re- 
ward, whifch Obd has promifed to all 
them, who give fuch proof of their love 
to* him ? 

But we hav^e al'fb the fame rewards, aiid 
the "famfr* punilhments placed' befofe us. 
And *« it is*' the higheft inftance o£ ^ our 
wifdom and our underftanding/^ feritdfly 

*" Phil, ii* i^ 

» ' . to 
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to attend to them; and in confecjuenccy 
to zSt as becometh thofe^ who are fo 
deeply concerned in them. •* If wc would 
enter into life, we muft keep the command- 
ments ";'"* and be ourfelves, " as the com- 
mandments are, holy, righteous, juft and 
good*".'* For thefe difpofitions, and thefe 
only, can ^ qaake us oieet to be partakers 
of the inheritance of the faints in light ^^* 
Vicious paflions, and vicious pra&iccs^ 
will inevitably make us miferable: will 
lead us into mifchiefs and diftrefles here; 
and expofe us to eternal punifhment here- 
after. 

Let us therefore take heed to ourfelves i 
and, if we mean to iecure our happinefs» be 
careful to regulate and adjuft our conduA 
to the ftandard of the divine laws. For 
we muft <* become fervants to God, and 
bring forth fruit unto holinefs,*' - if we 



» Matth. XIX. 17. 
* Rom. vii. 13. 
fQoLi. iz. 
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eipeft thit *« the end ihall be everlafting 
life ^.'' 

Now to God the Father^ God the Son^ 
and God the Holy Ghoftj be afcribed, as is 
inoft due, all honour and glory^ world with- 
out end^ Amen. 

« Rom; vii i2; 
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And they went forth ^and preached every ivhet^y 
the Lord ^Working with them^ and Confirming 
the ix)ord tjolth figns following. 

4 

IT appears, I hope, frorii what has been 
delivered in the foregohig Difcourfes^ 
that the Gofpel of Chrirt has fully fUpplied 
ail the deficiences of the former difperifa- 
tions; and made ample pfovifioti for the 
improvement and happinefs of maiikitid* It 
has laid, as we have feen, *' the founda- 
tion of repentance from dead works'* oiv 

S 2i the 
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the afTurance of pardon, purchafed for us by 
our Saviour's merits : it points out to us the 
ways of truth and righteoufnefs by a perfect 
rule of piety and morals, exemplified in the 
life of its divine Author: it helps our infir- 
TfiltleS, and reftders ud eqQal to the difficul- 
ties of our duty, by the promifed afliftance 
of the Holy Spirit : and it animates us to 
the performance of that duty, by a clear 
difcovery of a future ftate of rewards and 
punifhments,. to be difpenfed according as 
our works deferve : all which it exhibits to 
us under the feal and confirmation of ade- 
quate and appropriate miracles. 

Hence then it follows^ that the Gofpel 
has juftified all its pretenfions, as a complete 
inftitution for the recovery of man: fince,. 
by thus miniftrirvg ^* all thofe things, which 
are. neceflarj^ to life and godlinefs ;**" it has 
put it m our power to free ourfelves from the 
domii'iion of (in, and to ^* work out our owA 
ialva,tion.** 

Now this Gofpel, or the religion it coia- 
tain^ though calculated and defigned for 
the benefit of all ; was at firfl communicated 

only 
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Qply to a few: who were afterwards ap-r 
pointed to fpread and convey it to t;he re(]t of 
the world* 

But, potwithftanding thpif appointment tq 
this work^ yet fb confcious were (he diij^iple^ 
of their own weaknefe, . and fo f^arfyl of 
giving offence to the Jews ' ; that they cpuld 
not, for a time, prevail on tliemfelves, even 
to attempt the execution of it; but^feem-f 
ingly threw it up, as a difficult, or rafher 
imprafticabJe fcheipe ; and returned again to 
their former employment. ** Peter went 
a fiihing;" and fix more of the fame oc- 
cupation joined themfelves to him *. 

When they had thus returned to their. fe-» 
cular employ, and were in danger of being 
irameried in the concerns of the world; fbme7 
thing, it. is plain, was uecefTary to be done; 
to revive ,their attention to their fpirituaj, 
charge ; and render them .mindful of their 
religious engagements. Our Saviour there- 
fore, as he had engaged their attendance at 
firft by a flriking miracle^ founded in their 

* John XX. 19. . 
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occupation, and adapted to their capacities—- 
1 mean, by a miraculous draught of fiOies, 
and the aflb ranee that " he would make 
them fifliers of- men * ;'^ fo now, having in- 
vefted them with that commiffion, and ap- 
pointed them to cohvert the nations ; he 
gave them a pledge of their future fuccefs by 
a repetition of the fame miracle ^. For the 
draught which they had now made, was a 
iignificant emblem of what they (hould be 
farther enabled to do, when they came, 
under the influence and direftion of Chrift, 
to fifli for men (if I may fo fpeak) with tljc 
net of the Gofpel. But then they were ad- 
raonifhed by him, that if they meant to gq 
on to any good purpofe, and execute their 
commiffion in a proper manner ; they muft 
prefer his fervice to all worldly concerns, 
and be thoroughly difpofed to ^^ feed his 
iheep * ;'' to inftruft thofe that vyere ready to« 

hear 

* Luke V. 2—11. 

» Jphnxxi, 6* 

' Ibid. ver. 19* A&w'a; fti ^sr^v tutaiv ; If the words «rXiM» 
TMTftTf made originally a part of the queftion, which, I confb's, 
\ much doubt ; dien muft they refer to the veffiU and netj^ in the 

manage* 
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hear them, with af&dionate and ihcefTant 
care. For fuch I take to be the real import 
of that converfation^ which he held with 
them, at the clofe of this miracle ^ 

But though their inclinations were ever 
&} good, and their concern to propagate the 
dodlrine of their mafter ever fo great ; yet 
was there no likelihood, that they (hpuld 
make any coniiderable progrefs in the work 
by the mere force of their natural abilities. 
The talk was evidently too arduous for the 
common powers of humanity to effeifl. And 
therefore they were commanded to ** con- 
tinue at Jerufalem, till they were endued 
with extraordinary power from on high •,'* 
adequate to the weight and mightinefs of the 

management of ^hich Peter w^s occupied : ^nd the n^eaning 
muft be — " Art thou more truly devoted to myjervice^ than to 
thy own wortUy concerns ?*' A meaping in no wiie fp flat and 
cold as fbme critics have fuggefled. The queftion, in this lenfe, 
naturally fprung from Peter's f onduft. He was the firft that re- 
turned to his former occupation, and carried the others with 
him — ^which betrayed an anxious concern for the world ; and 
might therefore give rife to our Saviour's int^rogations. 

y John xxi. 15 — 19. 

^ Lukexxiv. 49. 
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liaddrtnkiiig; Accordingly, when thfe api 
pointed Hme ^as cottie^ God febt down hia 
j{nrit tkfidn them) ^nd thereby «n^o«red 
theo} with the neceflkry qoalificatibAs. Ha 
furnxfhed thmn with the power of ^ working 
mlraqles ; and With firch other ^ gifti of cho 
Holy Ghoft^'^ as were rcquifite toe the ac* 
i?6mpliihni*tit of the divine ptirpofe: rc^ 
quifite for th6 propagation of Chrift^s re- 
ligiQtl I aild fotthe growth and eftablifhrAent 
pf his kingdom in the world, 

NqW^ firrce the ipecial nature of thefe 
marvellours jjifts, and the propriety of their 
^plication, depended in a gteat meafure, Ofl 
the nature of thofe peculiar exigences^ which 
called for their exer^:ion 5 we muft previqufly 
confider the circumftances of things, as they 
Hood at that 'time, before we can well kno\Y 
how properly tl^efe gifts were fuited and ad^ 
jufted to them. 

Here then let it be obferved, that, as .the 
religion of Ghrift was manifeftly intended 
for the common benefit of all nations ; fo 
the firft thing requifite plainly was, that it 
fhould be accordingly cQ;iveyed to the 
3 j^npwlcdge 
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knottleKlgd of the nations. Now this could 
never b^ done> in any realbnable time ; nor 
indeed with any confiderablc efficacy ; but 
by conferring on the teachers of it^the gift of 
JangtiAgeSi^ to <)ualify theni to inftru^ the 
Tiation^s, Conformably therefore to the exi* 
gencc of the cafe, when the Holy Ghoft 
fell OH the at)0ftles9 he ulhered his admi- 
nitration with this very gift. For «* they 
hU ipake with other tongues, as the fpirit 
gave thicm utterance ■/* 

Being thus endowed with the gift of 
languages, and qualified - to inftruft the na* 
tions ; the next thing requifite feems to 
Jiave been, that the doftrines, which Chrift 
had delivered to then?, and which they had 
now in charge to publifli to the world, 
ihould be fo treafured up, or at leaft revived 
again, in their memery, that none of them 
might be forgotten and loft. But this was 
wore than their natural abilities could pof*- 
iibly infure. And therefore it was another 
part of the Spirit's office, to ftrengthen their 

• Ads 11. 4, 

faculties. 
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faculties, ^< and bring all things again to 
their remembrance, whatlbever their mafler 
had faid unto them V 

But then, as it was not fufEcient merely 
to remember the doctrines of our Saviour, 
but necefl'ary likewife to underftand their 
true and proper meaning ; to prove their di- 
vinity by fuitable argurnents ; and to obviate 
the objeftions, which ignorance or malice 
might form againft them ; fo the Holy 
Spirit did not only fecure the apoftles from 
errour, by " guiding them into all truth %*' 
and enlightniiig their underftandings to 
judge unerringly of matters of faith; but 
*^ he gave them alfo a mouth and wifdom^r— '• 
' fuch knowledge of things, and fuch powers 
of expreflion-r-* « as all their adyerfaries were 
not able to gainfay or refift V* 

Furniihed, however, as they were for the 
work ; yet was. there ft ill required an un- 
common zeal to undertake it ; an undaunted 
courage to purfue it; and unparalleled par 

^ John xlv. ^6. 
c Ibidxvj. 13,, 
* Luke xxi. 1 5. 

tience 
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tience to bear up againft the fevere and con- 
ftant hardlhips, which every where attended 
the profecution of it. ** But in all thefe 
things the apbftles were more than con- 
querors*.'* For the Hdy Ghoft infpired 
and ftrengthened them with fuch a degree of 
courage iand firmneft, that they declined no 
difficulties, dreaded no dangers, fhrunk at 
no trials, in the difcharge of their duty ; but 
even " rejoiced, that they were thought 
worthy to fufFer for the name of Chrift ^" 

But notwithftandingtheconftancy, courage 
and afliduity of its firft teachers ; a religion, 
fo contrary to the prevailing difpofitions of 
mankind, could, doubtlefs, make but a (low 
progrefs in a fenfual world by its own force. 
Men, immcrfed in the pleafures of fenfe, 
are with difficulty brought to attend to 
reafon. Such can only be inftrufted by 
being firft aftoniflied ; and ire fcarcely led to 
obey, till they fee it is in vain to withftand. 
Suitably therefore to this occafion, the Holy 
(jljioft, as was farther necefl'ary, arpnfed the 

« Rom. viii. 37^ 
f A£» V. i|x. 
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apoftlei» and firfl: converts with, the ppw^r qf 
working miracles : whicb^ at the f^^m^ |i^9 
that they proved and confirn^ed xk^ truth cf 
their doctrines ; awakened the at^p/tion, ^nd 
fubdued the relud:ance a^d ilubbornners of 
their hearers. 

. But as all their hearers might not b$ 
equally candid and fuic^re ; as fome of them 
might hold the Gofpel in hypocrify ; and by 
^ vicious converfation (the natural efFeft pf 
bofc principles) might brings a reprpach and 
fcandal upon it ; ,and thereby obflru^ it in 
its iirft rife ; fo the apcftles were moreover 
endowed, as the nature of the cafe required 
they (hould, with the faculty of difcerning 
the hearts of men ; and with the power of 
infliding punifliments upop them, whenr 
ever they pradifed fuch viie deceits.. And 
this power they had pccafipn miracploufly 
to exert, as we read in the account of Ana-" 
nias and Sa^^hira S almof): as (bon a^ Chrrf^ 
tiantty appeared. An exertion no lelis gracious^ 
thanfevere: not only as it exhibited a gcn 

« Adts y, I— iQ, 
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neral ph)Of of the certainty of their divine 
miffion ; but as it particularly ferved to 
theck the daringnefs of fraud and impiety, 
and to deter all bafe and hypocritical pre*- 
tenders from prefuming to difgrace their 
company. And accordingly we are told, 
that ** great fear came upon all : and of the 
reft,'* who* ^vere not fincere in their profef- 
fion, •* no man durft afterwards join him- 
felfto them V* 

Such were the manifeftations, the won- 
derful- rtanifeftations, difplayed in favour of 
the religion of Chrift, at itsfirft publication 
and appearance in the world. And what 
no\V was the refult? what was the confe- 
quence of thefe wonderful manifeftations ? 
Why confefledly this. A religion, that had 
nothing in it of external charms, nothing m 
it of pompous allufements; that was quite 
repugnant to the carnal inclination^, and to- 
tally fubverfive of the fettled praftices an^ 
worldly Interefts, of mankind: a religion, 
whofe principal article was, to l^elieve in a 

defplfed 
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defpiled and crucified Saviour: a religionf 
that propofed nothing to its profeifors, on 
earth, but tribulation, afflid^ion, perfecutioui 
and death : a religion, preached only by a 
fet of poor^ illiterate, contemptible me- 
chanics ; and at the fame time oppofed, vi* 
rulently oppofed, by the rich, the learned, 
and the honourable of the world: yet this 
religion, by the mighty operations and 
powerful affiftances of the Holy Spirit, 
broke through all reftraints and impedi- 
ments ; fpread itfelf with furprifing rapidity; 
and bore down all the powers in its way- 
till kings after kings became obedient to it ; 
and nations after nations did, and do it, 
fcrvice. 

Now this rapid and amazing progrefs 
of our religion, as it was made, by our ac- 
count, in confequence of the miracles faid 
to have been wrought and difplayed.in itis 
favour ; fo does it manifeft our account Jta 
be true, and prove thofe miracles to have 
been adually exerted- The fadt, the fur- 

» ' 

prifmg fuccefs of the Gofpel^is acknowledged 
on all hands : and yet, at its firft fetting out,, 

there 
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there did not appear, humanly fpeaking, the 
leaft probability of its ever fuccecding. It 
had none of thofe advantages on its fide^ 
which are known to have contributed to the 
growth and propagation of other doctrines. 
It contained no foothing, no complying te- 
nets, adapted to the padions and interefls 
of thofe among whom it was to make its^ 
way. It had no fupport, no encourage- 
ment, from the civil power : no countenance, 
no recommendation, from men of learning, 
eminence^ or repute. It had no force, no 
cunning, to uphold it ; but (hewed itfelf to 
the world in the meekeft and moft artlels 
manner; fubmitting its pretences to the 
flrid: eixamination of the curious and inqui- 
fitive, through all that prying and enlightned 
age : yet neverthelefe, though utterly defti- 
tute of thefe advantages ; and prefTed with 
various accidental incumbrances; it ** grew 
mightily" in a fhort time ; " and prevailed,'^ 
in the compafs of a few years, over the greateft 
part of the known world . 

And now, by what podible means could aro- 
gion^ fo weak and defencelefs in itfelf ; a rei- 

ligion. 
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ligiont focontrary to the prevailing cuftomso^ 
the world; and (o vigoroufly opp0(<^ by aU 
the power and authority of it j be th«» propa* 
gated) embraced^ and eftablifh^d^ bvt by 
fuch teflimonies and ^' demooft rations of 
the fpirit/' as the firft Chriftiane x^nmi-' 
moufly affirm to hav(s attended and prpnaoted 
its progrefs? Tbefe indeed afford us a ejear 
and complete account of the wonderful 
change it made in the world ; and nothiijg 
elfe can rationally aocount for ic« If we at^ 
cemptto folv<;. it in a natural way, we (hall 
£bon find, that the courie of natuj:t ne^st 
exhibited any thing like it# In all ii^urai 
tranfaj^tionS) the event is proportionable iE0 
the power, of the age^t. Bat here, the^ e is 
ho manner of proportion between tike e^d 
and its fappofed caiife; between the work 
wrought and the it^ftrom^nts which wrougbt 
it. So that were we aeqfiaftoted wkh «v- 
\hmg more, tiiaa what We read m the 
fcrmer paidt of the text — tb« ^ the AffiAks 
went forth, and preached evier|r whttc^^ wslt 
-whenever they preached made a {oiodigk>us 
^vamher of oo&verts ; we muA oeee^Mtiy 

conclude/ 
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tfbhcluae, according to wliat is niorcover 
aflcrtcd iri the lattci^ part of it — thaft ^* the 
Lord worked itioft pdwerfcflly with fhettr, 
dnd confirmfed their words with figns foU 
tewing." Had *« thi^ coiinfel or this wbrk 
Been of men** Only, " it mttft haVe cbme 
to noiight^'^ And thferfefo^e fhdt it pr^- 
Tailed, j«nd wrotight the conf erfiort of ' lb 
many riationS^ is entirely oviring td the 
^owfer of God, which opfrfated fo mafvef- 
loufly iri its favour. Such afn eitraardihary 
change,- fuch a gefieral revolittioh,* brbufgbf 
abotit^ in (q (hdrt a tiftie; by fuch weak 
and dilprbpfottionate inftrumentsi is itfelf a 
iniraclej and the greateft bf miracles i ztid 
ddeS ftill as efV'idently aflurd tis, that the 
|)reaching of the apbftles was attended with 
ihe nianifftftatibn bf div'ifie ^owef ; as if wef 
nid feeti it burfelves exerted by them, in 
proof and confirmatioti of what they 
|)reached. 

How teng a time thefe miracfulous powers 
ebntitiued in the cht]rchi is a qudftion that 

YoLwjlI. T cannot 
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determined, Thij\5 .ijgmch, howcv^r^, tjbpt i^, 
tare of the thiiig it^letf wiU fvgge^ ; fh^r • 
as xniracbs were eoiiferr^c^, m qj;4^ ta 
evince the truth of the Go^ql ; ?ind tapro^ 
mote its reception, at:., its fir ft {otUpg^.qut^ 
fp were .they . coJitini^ for as totjg a tjim^ 
4$ itAood in ue^d.of fbch credent i|a|^ W^^^ 
the, prejudices of . mankind begap to aj^ate^ 
thefe extraordinary manifjgftatipjis^^ ^^W^h 
were defigned to. conquer ihpm, we ifl^y 
well fuppdfe, abatef) likewife ^ ^pd* at leogth^ 
totally peafed, when Ghriftiapijty jwfas l^p-j 
ipujghly eftabliihed. MLraclps 'lye^i^d^ep pf 
no farther ufe* Fqt wheiv humap learning 
undertook to diipl<iy> tf)e v^Bfof^H^Vf^^^ oi 
chriftianity, and to illuHrate the beauties.an4 
excellences of its 4Q<3:rines \ whep i^ ciiri| 
power came in to its fyppoft, ^n^, Ijp^purrecl 
the church with i,ts prote£);iofi a^d ^JKX>u|r4g^ 
ment ; thefe were means fufficiently al>le of 

• 

thenifdves, without )the he|pj' and ^^cpr- 
ren^q pjf jjairftcles, to vanquifli ^\\ ^he r^piai»r 
ing oppofition, and to render the Golpel cona*- 
pletely vidoriousi 
' ' • Afecord>- 
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AccbVdiiiglj, for a eentui^ or more^ after 
the aiiceflion of the civil powers it throve 
lahd fteu'rifhed at an excecdjtig rate ; and was 
iii> f^ir way of making wider and farther 
arftanccs; But its career was iinhappily 
ftepped; The lukewarmnefs of iti profef* 
fops feoii brought it to a ftarid j and theii? • 
fabfequent anmbitiort, luxury^ and diffentioris 
ciaufed it gradually to' Idfe ground. AridI 
what wonder then, if God, in vengeance on 
the flagrant Cmi of that degenerate slge^ 
foffered Mahdmetanifmf with its peftilential 
tfrain^ to make largfc inerdaehments^ 6n the 
Chriftian world j attd to tear off at once fe* 
V^^ral province^ frofal the prc^effioii of that 
GWpel^ which .they ha<i fo generally and 
flh^ilacfdlly abufed* and of which they 
lisld difcavered themfelves to be ha longer 
ii'orthy ? 

• This, however, appears to hai^e been cvU' 
detttly the defeflt of men and times, arid by 
tib means the defetft of the Golpel. Th^ 
Gdfpel had lorig before fhewed itfelf •able tO 
make its way, prgfvided its profeflbrs adted 
their part^ and were careful to difcharge their 

T 2 duty^ 



276 SERMON XXIfl. 

duty. They difcharged it not, Oii^ tkt 
contrary^ they diigraced and vilified theit^ 
profeffion by the immorality of their lives 1 
and thereby furniflied the enemies of pur 
Faith with all manner of advantages againftit. 
Thefe advatitage^they firenuoufly embraced^ 
and brought^ in confeqjaence, many countries 
under grofs darknefs^ which had once en- 
joyed the pure and cheriflaing light of the 
Gofpel.-i-Aa event, though feemingly de-^ 
trim^nlal to our religion^ yet^ doubtlefs, per- 
mitted for good ends; and probably feivice- 
able to^ its< intefeft at lad:.' It Served as a- 
warning, a feafbnable warnings to all other 
chriftians, not to n6gle£l the pradice of the 
Goipel, for fear it Should b& judicially with- 
drawn from them. It might alio ferve to 
divert its courfe from a wavering people,, 
unable «* to retain it in the love thereof;'* 
and to m^ke it rebound to other nations, 
better ^ifpoftd to cultivate it with fteadi^ 
nefs, and to '^ bring forth fruit with pa« 
tience *.'* 



^ Luke viii. r^. 
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Several princes, iudifcreetly pious, have 
made attempts to regain the ground, which 
chriftiahity had loft, by the force of tlieir 
arms; and ta replant the Gofpel, in the 
regions it had left, with the points of their 
iwords. But alas! that great work is to be 
accomplifhedt not l^ fuch hoiy wars as 
theie; but by confli£ls of another kind, 
which we muft maintain with our own cor- 
rupt habits, and, vi^^ious inclinations : not 
by foreign ao^uiiitions % but by domeftic 
vtdories over thofe impieties, which at firft 
fiopped the growth, and will ever retard the 
progrefs, of our holy religion "• 

When the* converfation of chriftians is 
fuch as becometh the purity of the Gofpcl ; 
when they fincerely embrace and approve its 
doctrines, and con^ientioufly endeavour to 
obey its precepts; when they unanimoufly 
ftrive to adom their profeflion by good 
works, and to recommend it to others by 
their virtuous example ; then may the Goipel 
irefume itscourfe^; recover the territories it 

• Bp, Atterbury, VoU L Scrm, IV. 

T 3 unhap-F 
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unhappily loft; and extend its Jig|>t, ii|- 

ilpence, and power^ to |he darHdft ao4 i^pil. 

» , • • . 

diftant regions of jhe globe ;-^Thc^j.}^j; 
it go on conquering, an4 to c^cjij^fji 
". till the kingdoms of tfee -world gTfi^waU|P, . 
become fhe kingdom of Chrift" j;an(J[[.tJ;jg. . 
partli be bverfpread with jbe knowtedgf^gf; 
the Lord, q$ the waters CQver the fef V , 
. ^ TJt^is the Scripture afTurcs.us yrill h^;fifi^Uy. 
the cafe. And however; jii|]tant the gerjq^, 
piay be, yet are thefp npt wanting.. j[jjm^/ 
Arong prcffige^B, fomp IWdy ipdic^i^uppj . ^f ^ 

, *» ' - - 

its future accefs, The^ ^yorkiRgs of pjpjfjjt; 
dence manifeftly tead toward? it ; and^, ifi 
various degrees and methp<^, ,are y^fibly; j«pe- 
pa^ing the w^y for it. Kxfenfiye is th^j^o^ 
grefsy which the Gofpeji ^pf already f»ade^. 
apd wide are the copntriqs oyer which it.bas 

' ■ • > . « • ♦ > • 

prevailed.. And wJa^fTe it di4 prev^fl, it; 
pe vailed ncioj-e canjpletely jhajR ^n]/[ otlieir 
religion could ; which is, a plain prwf ofjits 
fviperior ej^cellency, . An4 tb^Hgl^: ^t Iw». 
beerfforcedjQ quif fofaae places it oxice..ppf7 

*" Rev. xi. ij*, 

^ Ifaiah xk 9« . ' 

felfed , 
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feflcd; yet did. it lea\'6 a notable quantity oF 
'^ good reed** behind it: which ^ mixing t^'ith 
tJie other produrca of the f6il/ helped to cor- 
red and improve it ; and which i by ai prtipet 
^cultivation, and the favour of the heavens^ 
may fpring up hereafter in a plentiful and 
pure increase. Nay, fo penetrating and 
powerful id the influence of the Gbfpel, 
that it has often produced conHderable ef^ 
fedsy and brought about ibme remarkable 
alterations "p, even in places where it wa& 
never eftablifhed ; nor indeed foruially pro-* 
fcffed, 

• In &ort^ it has been always, to ufe our 
Saviour's comparifon, working, like leaven V 

* This 18 evident from the improvement it m^de in the no' 
tSfins aiid faUimenis of theie heathen morftlifb»- who flouriihcd 
a^r itft puMnulgation; iuch as EpictETUs^ A.tRiAK, Plu- 
tarch, Max. Tyrius, Mar. Antoninvs, I^ierocles, 
;and Seneca. What infllience it had on Usatvc firm cf deuoticit 
may be ieen in Dr. Jortin's Difcourfes on the Chriilian Reli- 
;gi6fly p, 228, &c.— To wliich I (hall add gne remarkable in- 
ilance not roenfioned by him. It occurs in Auriak, lib. ii, 
cap. vii. and is no lefs than Kt^pii, ixh^p, which was taken from 
the Chriftian church, and adopted by the vifer Gentiles. To» Sior 
fitttuiXiiAttoh hojAt^u avis, Kvfih t>^^^'» Deum i?ivocant€5, pretamier ' 
€gm, DdmittemifirerenofirL " . 

P Matth. xiii, 3J. Luke xiii. 20, ^\X 

T 4 ^ w 
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in the mafs of mankind; aiBmulating tp 
itielf, in various degrees^ their different 
principles, difpofitions, and manners. And, 
to its honoyr be it fpokepf it always pro« 
ducpd the greateft egefts, among thoie who 
tvere rooft highly poliflied^ In uncultiT 
yatpd regions it- could never thrive: their 
groffnefs coiild pot comprehend it. This in- 
deed * bur two venerable fbcieties f have had 
frequent and repeated occafions to lament. 
For their fuccefs in the convcrfion both of 
the Eaftcrp and W(?ftern Indians, v^as by no 
means anfwerable, for feveral years, to the 
epdeaypyrs pmployed therein. Gnt, as the 
9ne grejv more civil and hpmane, and the 

other became lefs averfe to our manners and 
^uflpms, the proiped brightened upon us ; 
and the labours of our miflionarie^ have been 
ec^ually fruitful, profpcrpus, and cpmfortable, 

' C^f thp aijcicQt fathers gray ol)fervc how many were philci- 
. Ipphers. 

» The jncprppratcd focicty ** for the pro|>ag8t)on of thq 
(^rp4 in foreign parts,!* viz. V^merica. And the voluntaiy fp^ 
cifty ** for promoting ChnJllan knowlcclgc,|! whp ^nt^^jn 
fix miflTibnarie^ in the £aft In4ie8; ^ hnyj^ ^ ^ fpr inore| 
ivere they able to lend them* 

I And, 
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Andy (ince it has pleafed God, by advancing 
our conqucfts in both places^at once, to open 
^ way for propagating our religion more ex« 
tenfively among them ; what a glorious har- 
ycft might we expeft to reap, had we labour- 
ers fufficient for it ! ^* But, alas ! the labour* 
0rs are few:'* and we can only ^' pray the 
Lord of the harveft,*' that he would difpofe 
the hearts of thofe men efpecially, who draw 
their wealth from thefe regions, to ftrengthen 
the hands of our religious^ocieties ; that they 
l»ay be able to *^ fend forth more labourers 
into his harveft». Then might we hope, 
that *.* the name of the Lord would become 
great among the Gentiles ; and that in every 
place a pure offering would be offered unto 
him, from the rifuig of the fun unto the 
going down of the fame \^' 

But let our hopes of the future prevalence 
of our religion be what they may ; yet ftill 
it is urged, " that many large and populous 
%TzOis lie at prefcnt in the grofleft darknefs : 
and, fince the Gofpel is feprpfented to be £> 

« Matth. IX. 57, 58, 

extremely 
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extremely n^ceflkry to the Salvation of tht 
^orld I what is to become of dicie unhappy 
people, who cduid never attain to its faving 
truth;* ?'* The anfwer is— They are jfecure id 
the goodnefs of a n^ereiful Creator : who» 
♦* if he gave but little *o them, will require 
in return but little of theda;** ind who yet, 
for the good . ufe they make of that little^ 
will crown them with an happineisi pr<^or^ 
tioned to their deeds, and equal to the eX'* 
tent of their mpr^l capacities. 

Inflead therefore of being oveNcutious^ 
and needleily folicitous about tbeir ftate> 
let us rather be careful to ihew a pre/pet* con^ 
cern for* our own* We confeffedly enjoy fo- 
peripr advantaged ; and (hould confequently 
labour to ejccel in our improvements. We 
are favoured withx)ne *« unfpeakable gift/' 
for which we caii never be futiiciej»t)y thank-P 
ful. We have the pure Gofpel of Chrift ia 
our hands; and thatGpfpel proved to be the 
truth of God. As it comes to us them, fup^ 
ported by the clearefl: atteftations of divi- 
nity ; let us receive it with more reverence, 
and obey it with more diligence, for ks 
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jhavlng been ratified, confirmed^ and eflab- 
lifhed, in fo marvellous and unparalleled a 
manner. Scornfully to rejeft, or indolently 
to ncgledl it, is to ruin ourfelves. " For if 
the word fpoken by angels,' ' if the law of 
Moles, ^* was ftedfaft ; and every tranfgreffion 
and difobedience received a juft recompence 
of reward ; how (hall we efcape, if we negle£t 
fb great falvation ? which at the firft began to 
be fpoken by the Lord, and was confirmed 
unto us by them that heard him ; God alio 
J)earing them witnefs, both with figns and 
wonders, and with diyerfe miracles, and 
gifts of the Holy Ghoft \'' 

To which yeffed and glorious Trinity, 
thus uniting in the fupport and advancement 
pf Chriftianity, be afcribed, as is moft due, 
all honour, adoration, and praife, &c. j^men. 

J Heb. ii« 2—* 4, 
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2 Cor. iv« 3. 

^ our Go/^el he bid^ it is hid to them that 

are loft^ 

WE have now fben the nature and 
deiign of thofe manifold difpenfa- 
tions^ which God exercifed towards mankind 
through the feveral ages of the world. If 
we confider the importance of thi^ defignj^ 
hs neceflitjr indeed, for the imprpvemenc 
and happinefs of mankind ; we fhaU iboa 
perceive, and be fully fatisfied, that it was 
in no wife unworthy of Almighty God to- 

rpofe^ 
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interpofc, by fuch great and extraordinary 
zGts^ for the fuccefs and accompliOiment of 
it. And, if we confider moreover the iiiit- 
ablenefs and propriety of the a£ks themfelves, 
and their united tendency to that efFedl ; we 
fluU £p4 A^ffici^Qt rejUpn to conc^e^^at- 
thtey ctwld- be the proda£t of iio ottitr a^hcy ' 
than his^ *^ who is excellent in counfeli as 
well as mighty in work/' 

The foundation of this ftupcndous fyRem 
is laid, as we have obferved, in the fall of 
man: and the grand -rntention of it is, to 
work out. his i»fl;oration and recpvqrji^ Now^ 
as manlcind, in cpufequehce of the fall^ 
ftrayed perpetually hko wrong paths} and 
deviated from timg tp time intor a^ ttidj^i^ 
vwiety of dettruilive ^fsouf? ; , fy- God i^icfe 
iifeaf yaripp? njefb^^?, as- tW . (ej^ige^ge. pj^ 
ibe caff rejgu;r€d> „to. ,cKe?k th« pfpgfef§ q£ 

thew eeryetf^oef? and 4ij!ji;^e4ieiicej, md t0 

ewng th-effi bacjc.to trptF* apd fig.b*«oviffleCsj/ 
Juf of ajl thfe .«rrowr§ tMy feW JiUOji tbaf 
tvas t;^e.|j^ofi«ff>. ftu4 rooft est«fltfiivejy. per- 
Ijicio)^ which led tjiem to renounce thsr 

true Qodv and to deify the feveral parts of 



the univerfe : te fvf religiotis homage aud 
adDratUM to w6ok: anti cdntempttSFe crea^-* 
ninety inftead o^ ti?x>rfh^uig t^it Akntghty 

_ r • • • 

Creator ; who alone is worthy ^- the praife 
aud:: aadoration of men. This ib^erft'rtiotfa^ 
wonfiiip ^rried th#m) ^cordin^ to^ ks naU 
tural bent, ioto the^ commi^ioH o# tlie vikd? 
^odiYioft deteftable'pira£tices ; which rei}dere«9 
them diaity more and more incapable oi tiwf 
and rational happmefe. ' ' -^ 

. Now this ftate, fo entirely fori&^nr t^ all 
kunaan felicity, ma«ifeft}y required* foma 
piioper provifion to be made for ite amend-^ 
wMvx; m^ the reOorAtion of l!ra€ ^religion $ 
and th9 cultivation .1^ be«te« n^tkh : with-^ 
<yu«. which it was impoffiblethe^ world (Kould 
become happy. With this- view then, God^ 
in tfaQ earlier ag€8 of the world, a^ throjiighr 
ftU die umt% of the Qtd TedMoent, wai 
gracioudy pleaied to make Ibverat revelations 
to the fbns of meo^n ord^t as well tp r^-' 
idove their igiKHrance, ai^coi^re^ tbelper-^ 
tours ; as to improve ^thdir^ religio«sr and 
moral principles, and to fupport their iTopes 
f>f a- future and complete redemption. 
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This chain of revelations was attended 
throughput by a correipondent chain of 
miracles: %vhich4 at the fame time that 
they confirmed the truth of the feveral 
doctrines $ conipired likewife to proVe this 
general) and^ as tha cafe then floods moA 
neceflary article — that Jehovah^ the author 
of them, was the only great and tree Gody 
the Creator and Governour of thtf world } 
and conieq[uentlyt that He alone was en-< 
titled to the feryice and obedience of men. 
For this fyftem of miracles, varying, asr 
we have feen, with every variation of ftat© 
and circumftances ; and yet regularly operatic 
ing to one great and beneficent defign ; ex-* 
hibits as clear a manifeftation of the agency 
of the Deity, as the fyftem of nature doe^.- 
Indeed, moft of thofe amazing works^ per-< 
formed under the Old Teftament, were fo 
near akin to the works of the creation, that^ 
by a juft comparifbn, they might be known 
to come from the fame hand \ For who^ 
but the author of nSture, could vary and 

' Bp. Sherlock, VeL I. Dlfo. x. p. 28 j. 

confroul 
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Cdntrdiil the courfe of nature in fb furprifing 
& manner, and to fo gracious an end? 

If the Dcift therefore^ who admits the 
world to have been at firft created ^ , and to 
be ftiir fupported, by the hand of Gdd, will 
be true to hid principles } he muft admit 
likewife, that the Jewifh difpettfation was 
at firft planned, and all along cdndufted, 
by the fame wife and po\Verful Being* For, 
tipbrt what grounds^ let me alk him^ v does 
he believe the world to be the workmanfhip 
of God? Is it becatife he obfei^ves fdch traces 
of wifiidm in the difpofition of its parts, 
fuch inftances of power in the execution of 
the whole, as no other Being could exert 
or difjplay ? .Then, if fo^ is he riot bound, 
by the very fattiereafons, to believe the di*- 
viriity of the Old Teftaitient? For, if the 
Works of nature are acknowledged to be 
fufficierit to prove that God is the author of 
nature i furely the miracles of the JeWifh 
religion^ which are works of fimilar defign, 
and efFcfts of -equal power, muft be acknow- 
ledged as fufficient to prove God to be the 
author of that religion. This is a clear and 
"Vol. IL V direft 
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clireft conclufipu* Aiid this concluijon he 
can tio otherwife evade, than by rejeding 
all the miracles together, as things incredi- 
ble, falfe, and fi^itious. But the oeceilitj 

i 

of them for the accomplHhment of the end 
^efigned ; the probability th$y derive frojcn 
the circumftances under which they are re- 
corded; the general harmony that runs 
through them ; the connedion they main* 
tain with the particular flate and conditio^ 
of the times; and the atteftation of ancient 
hiftory in their favour ; not only clear them 
from ^11 Ai^picion of that kind, but unite 
to eftablifli the truth of thei^r exiftence. 

It is an eafy matter to raife cavils, ajLi4 
to urge, perhaps, fome plaufible objediou^ 
againil the evidence of any thing; efpe*- 
cially when viewed in a detache<i Kght, and 
cpnlidered in a disjointed manner. But 
let thiQ infidel connect^ as believers conne^^i 
ail thfc acknowledged and undoubted fadst 
r^elating to the Jewifli oeconomy, together; 
and then try to folve or explain them on 
his own principles j and he will fbon find it 
€m beyond the extent of his abilities^ not 

. . ojily 
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only 4b jproduce a :#aiion^l account^ eobMent 
with the faith of hiftory, how they diJ hap- 
pon ; isMflt even to i form afiy conjoftural no- 
tion^ 'how tbe^ Mufd Jiappen, ^^t will nOC 
bo c}0ggf d widi infinitely greater stkI mdr* 
perplexing dSfflcul ties, than he can ever pre- 
tend to alledge ^gainft the truth df the Scrip-^ 
twrc narration* The fum of the argunjent 
IS 'chis-^Either the Jewilh oeconortiy wai 
carried on by the help ofthofe miracles, for 
9»bich ure contend ; or its proceeding and 
gaining its end ivithout them, was the moft 
amazing miracle of all. And - therefore, 
**.C*icft thcfalfliood of the Scripture-account 
would foe more miraculous, than the events 
which it relates;'* we may now hope, from 
our adverfory's own conceffion, that it may 
-vpntuTe, if not to ^* command,'* yet at 
leaft to lay its humble claim to, ** his belief 
or x>pit)ion ^'? 

.' But' b«' the opinioM of men what they 
will, certain however it i^, that the Jewi(h 
difpenfation did take efFeft ; that *• the word 

U 2 of 
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of thfc Lordf the revelatiot? rdrfiwred to ^the 
children of Ifrael, *^ did not . return 'to him 
void; but/* being fuAained and ootificined 
by attendant oiiracles, *< accomplilhed that 
which he gracioufly deiigned ; and prospered 
in the thing whereto he fent it *." For it 
wrought a marvellous change in the world. 
It gradually difpeiled the darknefs offuper- 
(lition; reformed thofe idolatrous- errours 
and corruptions, which had long infeded 
bis own people; and, by their v converiion, 
brought many others;, out of all nations* to 
the acknowledgement and fervice of the true 
God; and to a full eipe^ation of ibme 
heavenly guide * ; who (hould improve their 
underftapdings, purify their afFe£lions, raiie 
them to a nobler aqd jpaqre perfed ilate, 
and thereby qualify ihem for higher hap- 
pinefs. J 

When the Mofaic oeconomy had thus 
advanced the reformation of the world, and 
piade men capable of a higher adminidra- 

* See Note * p. lio.; of ^his Tolume;. a^id Dn Clarke's 
Ev. of Religion, prop. vii. § 2. . ^ 

* ' . ' tion ; 
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tion ;. when it had cffedually reclaimed the 
Jews frpm idolatry, and (ecu red their dc- 
pendance on the one fupreme and true God ;. 
when it had impreffed on their minds fuch 
rxitional notions of his nature and provi- 
dence, as quahtied them to worfhip him 
after a purer manner;— When ** the light, 
of Ifraer* had reached the Gentiles, and: 
difcovered the dimnefs of natural reafon; 
\vhen it had quickened their defi re of farther 
inftrudion, and properly prepared them for 
the reception of it ; then it feems to have 
been the fitteft time for the promifed Meffiah ^ 
to make his appearance. For then the world . 
was in the .fitted fituation to examine the 
evidence of his divine miffion ; to profit by 
t\\6 inftruftions he fhould deliver to them ; 
and to convey down the whole of his reli- 
gion to future and diftant ages. 

Accordingly, at this feafbnable time, 
Jefus Chrift appeared in the world; and 
brought wjth hiqi "good, tidings of great 
ipy, which" belonged equally " to. all 
people K'*^ He came to be their Saviour; 

^ Luke ii. 10. 

U 3 ' that 
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thix isy, tx> refbrm and im^dve their eoitupt 
nature^ andto ret^ar theriM capable of tnjtiy-^ 

TO' this eiiid, he eftabli^d fuch a com- 
plete inftxcution of religidn, as is nM miiy 
pcrfiftive of the formdr difptfifatiofts < but 
ailfo tonducive to the higheft improvement, 
and the it^^ eicalted fiappinefs^ that m^ti- 
kind can with lo attain. 

To aninwite their eii<feavours after fuch 
improvement) this^ religion, as we have al- 
ready ihewiv, a^fujred theati*^ la^the firfl place« 
of the free pordocv oi their paft tranfgrei^ 
fions, on the eoiiditiou< of rep6mance from 
ftich evil wotks, an^d of faithful obedience 
for the time ttx eome^ 

. To direft their obedience in a right 
courfet k exhibitsy in the ne)it place:, a tnofi 
perfeft and complete rule of lif(&, adapted to 
all the ctrcumftances of our. ftations, a^nd 
illoftratled by the €0ndu<9i of *' that rigbte* 
ot». Perfon/' in* vvbom hi^^ enemies eo^M 
«*'6nd no fauJi**; and of whom God 



« John xviii, 38, 
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openly declared, that " in him he was \VfeH 
pleafed ^" ' ^ 

To ftrengthen the infirmities of man- 
kind, and raife their powers to the meafurd 
of this rule ; it affures them moreover of 
the aid and affiftance of the divine fpirit : 
who is able to fupport them under all trials; 
and will, with the concurrence of their own 
endeavours, lead them fafely through this 
ftate of probation, to that future and more* 
irtiportant ftate, in which they are to receive 
the reward of their deeds. 

To make them attentive to the fug*^ 
geftions of the Spirit, to deter them from 
the praftice of vice and impiety, and to en- 
gage them in the conftant, fteady purfuit of 
all virtue and goodnefs ; it farther lays before 
them the moft powerful and awakening mo- 
tives, that can ever be propofed to the un- 
derftanding of men : it opens to their view 
a clear profpeft of that future ftate, where 
" the wicked (hall be punifhed with everlaft- 

*^ Matth. xvii. 5. 

U 4 ing 
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\ng dedrudiion, whilft the righteous are 
crowned with endlefs felicity*." 

And finally, to prove ^^ thefe do£trines to 
be of God/? and delivered to the world 
by his authority ; they all (land attefted and 
confirmed by fuch a train of appofite ^' mi- 
racles, as no man could'* poflibly ^' perform, 
except God were with him ^** 
^ SiKh is the provifion which Chrift ha§ 
made, according to the plain, evangelical 
J account, for the happinefs and falvation of 
mankind. And, pray, what is there want-? 
ing in this account, tq complete his charac- 
^r, as the promifed Meffiah-r-rthe reformer 
and redeemer of the world ? Was he to 
make an atonement to God for us? Behold 
then, *f lie died for our fins, and rpfe ag^in 
for our juftificdtion C Was he to fupply us 
with the neceffary means of falvation ? with 
V all things pertaining to life and godli- 
"j;)efs?" Then behold them all exprefljr 
revealed, and powerfully enforced, in the 

« Matth. XXV. 46. . 
' John iii. 7. 
« Rom. IT, 25, 

GofpeL 
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Gofpel. Did the nations of the world fland 
all in equal need of thefe benefits ? Behold 
then 9 be comniiflioned his difciples to pro- 
pofe and communicate them to all nations. 
And that his difciples might be able to exe» 
cute and fulfil the commiflion they had re- 
ceived, behold them endowed with the 
gift of languages, to qualify them to inftruft 
the nationsr Thus commiilioned, and thus 
gifted, " they went forth, and preached 
every where ; the Lord working with 
them, and confirming the word by figns 
following **." 

Here now let us paufe a little — and then 
aflk ourfelves, " what plainer, ftronger, more 
convincing proofs can we poffibly require in 
confirmation of this religion, than thofe are, 
which the Gofpel offers i" It is manifeftly 
fupported by all the internal and external evi- 
dences that can well be thought on. Its 
doftrines are not only correfpondent to the 
neceflities of human nature ; but alfo con- 
formable to the higheft human reafon ; and 

^ Mark xvi. 20. 

- are 
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are moreover attefted by analogous examples 
and fenflble derlionftrations. For our Sa- 
viour (as it now, I hop6, fufficiently appears) 
advanced no dodlrines, claimed no powers, 
but fuch as he openly and repeatedly afcer- 
tained by adequate iliflarlces and proper il- 
luftrations. 

Had the Gofpel required of us to exped 
falvation by Jefus Chrift, and given us no 
realon to think him equal to the mighty 
work, infidels might (hen have laughed 
with affurance; and have juftly reproached 
our faith as credulity. But now their re- 
proaches be to themfelves. It is our boaft, 
as It is our happinefs, that *« we know in 
whom we have believed ' ;** even in hira, 
" who is able to fave them to the uttermoft, 
that come unto God by him ^/' — feeing he 
is the Lord of life and glory ; aiKl is inveftcd 
with fovereign power both in heaven and 
earth, as he made appear by frequent and 
repeated exertions of it, 

* 2 Tim. 1. 12. 
^ Heb. vii. 25. 

Since 
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Since Chrift then has given ud all reafon- 
ablc proof, that he was* *' a teacher come 
from God :'* fince the dbftrinea he taught 
appear to be in their own nature divine? 
worthy of God, and beneficial to man : 
fince he has, confirmed them in every branch 
by the moft fuitable and appropriate mi- 
racles: vt^hat apology can we make for . 
ourfelves, ** if we rejed fo great/* and at 
rl>e fame time fo well-attcfted, *^ a falva- 

But perhaps it will be faid, feveral others, 
as well as Chrift, have brought revelations 
into the world ; and have wrought miracles 
in confirmation of them; and therefore, that 
thefe have an equal rJght to our belief and 
acceptance, as the Chriftian revelation has : 
ftnce they were all raifed upon the fame 
foundation, and are fupported by the fame 
credentials. 

Now, we readily grant, that various re- 
ligions were formerly introduced into the 
heathen world under the pretence of reve- 
lation; and that feveral miracles are faicf to 
have been wjrought by the fi:>unders of thefe' 

3 religions. 
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religions. But what then? Is there any 
comparifon to be made between thefe reli- 
gions and the Gofpcl of Chrift ? Viev^ their 
contents : confider their genius and coufti- 
tution : what fignatures of divine wifdom, 
what marks of divine goodnefs, are there to 
be difcovered in them ? What qorrefpon- 
dence did they bear with the moral exigences 
of mankind ? what reference had they to 
pure, folfd, and rational happinefs ? Confider 
the proofs upon which they ftand : examine 
the miracles allcdged in their favour: how 
mean, trifling, ridiculous, are moft of them 
in themfelves ! And how poorly are they all 
attefted ! And, laftly, confider the fate of 
thefe religions : how foon did they vanifli, 
and fink into contempt, when the fecular 
powers that fupported them failed, or know- 
ledge and learning advanced in the world ? 
With what colour of reafon, then, can 
any man prefume to fet thefe weak, pre- 
tended revelations in competition with the 
Gofpel of Chrift, which made its way in 
Ipite of all oppofing powers ; and has fiood 
the critical examination of ages ? — Yea, and ; 

ever 
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ever will (land it. For, could men be per- 
fuaded to lay afide fheir prejudices and paf- 
fions; to approach the Scripture with fc- 
rioufnefs and candour; and to weigh the 
merits of the Chrtftihn caufe with delibera- 
tion and impartiality ; ihe^e can be no doubt; 
but they would, to their happinefs, be fooii 
convinced, that the evidence for the truth 
of Chriftianity is as full and fatisfiiftory, as 
the end it propofes is great and defirable. 
This evidence is like wile fo plain and ob- 
viou^, that any man, of the moft commoii , 
abilities, may ea'fily perceive, and readily 
comprehend it. And therefore, ** if the 
Gofpet,*' or the evidence of the Gofpel, ** be 
hid; it is to them that are loft^'i—blinded by 
fome inveterate- prejudice or untoward pa(^ 
fidn, which they are determined to indulge, 
even to their own ruin. 

That this is the real ftate of the cafe, evi- 
dently appears, not only from the general 
oppojitionj which thefe men make to reli- 
gion ; but more elpecially from thok particu-^ 
Jar objeSlions^ which they urge againft it. . 

They 
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They who extol the Sufficiency of reafom 
and cry dowa revelation as ufelefs ; are nja* 
nifeftly lojl to a dge fcnie of that weakneJS 
and igiK)rance of the human, uoderflandingg 
which the wifeft heathen3 ,^dly deplored i 
and which they ardently wiihed m^ht be 
cleared^ up hy the acceflion of fuperior 
light K 

And fince the Gofpel has brought fuch 
light into the world ; they who (hut their 
eyes againft it, and ftill «« Jove darknefs 
rather than light;" are entirely /^ tp that 
proper concern tliey ought to have for the 
leftabhfhment of truth and righteoufoj^fs. 
. They who difpute th^ truth of the 
.Gofpel ;' and -demand otber^ and iiiU fairther, 
proofs of it3 divipe authority ; are evidently 
bji to the force and propriety of that fovnd 
reafoning, whereby it has been repeatedly 
and conqlufively (hewn ^o carry with >t all 
•the evideiwre^ that ,a divine revelatio^i <:&« be 
fuppofed tp have. 

* Cicero, Tufc. Dlfp. lib. Jli. in prlndpio. Plat. Alclb. 

They 
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Th^y who^w^Won fame fancied. defeft$; 
and can bring the metM aod t^der^ the lan^ 
gui(ge and ^//ir, of Scripture, as fp njsiiy ob- 
jcfiioMP |tO its iofpiratiQu; are ^hulyjofi to 
the beavties 4iiid f^c^Ueflcies of gQpd. writ* 
ing ; and plaitily 4ifcover a wajw o£ tafte 
fully equal to their wanrof pi^ty, 

Andj finally, they who *« care for iwiw 
of th^e jhiiigsV* but fcoriifuUv rej>£litbc 
GoipeU widicuit leither examining its conr 
tents, 0r inquiring into it$ evi^w:^ ; are 
deplQi:ably /g/? to th?t juft regard . jvhidk 
«very oonfid^r^e ^nd f »tiQE(al perfoft ihould 
nmintqin fpr his pwti ^hfappinefs, 

]But wh^h«r ;ni«p regqrd it or »ot, ceitaia 
however it i^, th;at<3od owy require nhcM 
to tafce j:i(;>tio? of fame, things, <ev«a.at:tl»ir 
peril; to fe»rch diligen^y. uKto the© ;i and isD 
fonfider theni tborotjgtily- The Gofpdiifi 
^a tbiug of tbi$ jkind: ;fdr il: vuk's ^ivtnsd 
under this .folieqan fftB^oo. WiiQa jt 'm$ 
jprppofed to the Jews,",ift' vus pnopofod. as 
the ei^e^ual oceans of 9(ialyatiQn« prf^id(rd 
they embraced and obeyed ifc Rut. notiwith- 
{landing the numberlefs and jepeaiCef^ mi- 
racles, 
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racks, that were wrought in cotififinatioii 

of it before their eyes j yet their prejudices 

and pailtons fuppreiTed their convidtiorn^ and 

kept them ftill in a ftate of infidelity ;^-a* 

which ended, according to the thfeatnings 

denounced} in the deftruflion of «* their 

place and nation/' Now their fate (hould 

be a warning to dthersj not to indulge *^ an 

evil heart of unbelief,*' when they have 

fuch unanfwerable reafons to thie contrary^ 

left they (hould unhappily fall under that 

heavier punifliment, of which this was only 

the emblem. For the cafe of the Jews was 

in this refpedl by no means peculiar^ The 

Gofpel was publifhed to the reft of the 

world, under the fame alter native* ««*He 

that' believeth and is baptized (hall be (aved % 

but he that believeth not," when his has 

iufficient grounds for believing, fhall be 

damned"" •• — fliall be finally « puniftied 

with everlafting deftruflion from the pre* 

fence of that Lord," whom he contemned 

and reviled ; " and from the glory of that 

power, which he fet at defiance °. 

■* Mflrkxvi. 16. 
» 2 Thcff. i. 9. 

This 
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This let the infidel refle£): upon. It is a 

point x)f the utmoft importance ; and a point 

in which he is deeply concerned. However 

fecure he may think himfelf at prefent ; and 

whatever degree of raillery and contempt 

he mayiiow be pleafed to pour out on our 

religion and its Author; yet the time is 

haftning on, when he (hall be forced to 

contemplate thefe weighty fubjedts with 

other, and different, refentments* With 

what trembling aftonjlhment will he come 

forth, in the day when he (hall iee that 

defpife^l Galilean, ,the meek and hol^ Jefus ; 

whofe name he has bjafphemed, whole altars 

he has profaned, and whofe religion and laws 

hehas viHfied an^ traduced; exalted now in 

the m^^dy of his kii^dom, and bearing rule 

over ; every creature! With what terrour 

and .confufion will he, behol^ him feated on 

the^^throne of judgijient ; determining the 

fate,, and adjufting the allotments, of the 

whole human race? What muft his << fcarch^ 

« 

ings of heart" be, when he (hall fee ^vthe 

heavens and the earth pafs away ; and every 

jot and every tittle of that Go.fpel he dc • 

Vol. II. X fpifed. 
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fpifed, confirmed and fulfilled " !*' Whh wKat 
agonies of guilt and defpair muft he and his 
fraternity approach the offended prefence of 
the Lord ; and iubmit to that terrible fen- 
tence of their judge !-^"'Thofc mine ene- 
mies who would not that I (hould reign over 
them, bring them but, and flay them before 



me ^*' 



May thefe corifiderations awaket^ unbe- 
lievers to a'due fenfe of their ftate and- con-* 
dition! May they ptfev'ail updn them to 
divefl themfelves of thoie |)rejudfces and 
paflions, which are not only apt to keep 
men in ignorance;' but' dfo contribute to 
fuperindu'ce an hardiifelS 6f hrfart, .and a. 
fktal contempt of Ood*^ word! ^May t^ey 
effeaually excite ^theffi^ fo ^^ ffeek' bbt^^the 
truth in the love' thereof i^* and td^ yield 
themselves Up, whehevier it is found; to the 
falutary influence of* its diflates ! ^ *Aiid 'may 
they, who embrace ^* IHc tfuth, as it is in 
\t\ Jeius^i*^''and are* admTf ted into thifel- 
towfhip of Ch rift's religion f^ be careful to 

' • Matth.v. i8. ^Mark xlii. 31. ^. : c- . 

^ EfOf. iv. 2i, ^ ' ' t 

' • ' * " efchew 
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<* efchew all thofe things, that are contrary 
to their profeffion ; and to follow fuch 
things, as are agreeable to the fame' !'* May 
they labour to adorn the do£lrine of our 
Saviour ; and to reconamend it to the world 
by the excellency of their difpofitions, and 
the amiablenefs of their condu£l ! And if we 
make " our light fo to (hine before men ;'* 
then will they readily perceive, and will* 
ingly acknowledge, that there is fomething 
divine, fomething illuftrlous and heavenly 
in it ; and will thence be ftrongly prompted 
to join us in the worfliip of that gracious 
Being, who favoured his fervants with fuch 
efficacious means of becoming a holy and a 
happy people. 

That this may finally be our flate on 
earth ; and that we may all have reafon to 
rejoice together in the hope of a glorious 
immortality in heaven 5 God, of his infinite 
mercy, grant, &c. Amen. 

i CoUea for the 3d S. after Eaftcr. 
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